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Fafhionable Involvements, 


CHAP. I. 


SHORT ADIEUS. 


6 

Wut you ever have done with your 
compliments and excufes?”? afked the Baro~ 
net, looking at his wife, (not as he would 
have done at Mrs. Snug)—* Don’t you 
know child, that by your nonfenfe and his 
own politenefs, Mr. Curry is all this time 
detained from fending the. bailiffs out of the 
houfe 2?” | 


** I defire, Sir Fredetick,” faid her lady- 
fhip, returning his glance with cent. per 
cent. intereft, “* that you will not interrupt 
our converfation,’’ though the conyerfation was 


Vou, Uf, B 
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all of her own manufa@uring, “ at leat give 
me leave to difcharge fame of our cbhgations 
to Mr. Curry, by. prefemting him witha card 
fcr my ball this evening.” 

“Spare yourfelf that trouble,” haftily replied 
the gentleman for whorn her favcur was irtend- 
ed, “‘ my dancing days ate over! Peintit fite to 
take my leave - itis neceffary that 1] thould dif 
mifs fome of your company, to make roem for 
other guefts of more refpeétable fig ure, whofe 
occupations, though diametiically oppofite, end 
in the fame profpetive. Whilft I , at a diflance, 
can only have the honour to partake of ycur 
feftive enjoyment by‘ taritalizing fupp cfitions, 
may you and yours reap the full harveft of a// 
thofe joys, which are the pcculiar growth of 
high heads, light hearts, and light heels!” 


Lady Ifleworth would have ftopped him, if 
it had been in her power, but he was gone; 
and fhe cried out, imagining herfelf to have 
been heard by Sir Frederick, who had alfo va- 
nifhed—** What a boor he is !—I only want- 
ed him to ftay jult whilft.1 defired he would not 
fend away the two tall fellows; andhé, before 
Z can fpeak, off he flies! I with, Sir Fre- 
derick, you. would pull the® bell, and order 
that they may be detained to wait this even- 


ing—— 
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ing—they are abfolute grenadiers, and would 


do us vaft credit !”’ 


No anfwer, not fo much as a damn if- 
fuing in refponfive accordance to her plain- 
tive notes, fhe fuddenly turned from the mir- 
ror, on which fhe-had rivetted her attention, 
and looking round the room, faw it totally eva- 
cuated. §* Well! added fhe, fpeaking to her 
fhadow in the glafs, one might, with as much 
convenience to one’s felf, be maid or widow, 
as wife to a man who is never by when one 
wants to make him iffue one’s orders! ‘Then, 
without once thinking where Clariffa might ¢4ex 
be, whether. come home, or whether ftill abroad, 
fhe turned her whole thoughts on what ornaments 
fhe could fpare from her falfe jewels, to deck 
the hair and befom of Lord Clarence’s countefs 
ele&t; and, with the view of arranging them, 
pafled direG@tly to her own apartment, 


Meantime the merchant having fettled, as 
far as came under his prefent cognizance, the 
affairs of this dreadfully deranged colony of idi- 
ots, returned to the city, and at fix o’clock, {tep- 
ping into his poft-chaife, was on the road to En- 
field Chace, whilft the refcued moveables of Sic 
Frederick were, by their diffcrent keepers, re- 
flored to their refpective ftations, from whenee 
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they had fo rudely been dragged by the merci- 
lefs hands of juftice. And now, every thingand 
every body being in their appropriated places, 
matters went onfwimmingly at the manfion of 
luxury ; the mafter of which being retired to 
his clofet, found his happinefS in having, as he 
umagined, over-renched the merchant, inereafed 
to ecflavy, in reading the following elegant lines, 


addrefled to him by the idol of his idolatry. 


** ¥ do not know what eff—& the reports of an 
** illiberal, ill-natured, cenforious world may 
“‘ have produced on your friendfhip, but the 
“* confidence of my hufvand, ¥ affure you, is 
“¢ quite unfhaken. I returued home lait night. 
«6° He knows I have been no farther than’ Wind- 
“* for, to vifit a particular friend, fo whom Lord 
** Daffodowndilly. was fo obliging to convey 
“mein his own curricle. It is mighty laugh- 
*¢ able all this fufs fhould be made about a little 
** trip to the country! Captain Snug fays the 
‘* whole town rings of my adventure" Fle withés 
** to fhake you by the hand—come to us ‘the 
“‘ moment you are at leifure! I hear Lady 
‘* Tilewarth is to be at home this evening’ to all 
“* the gay world —I fhould like vaflly to be one 
“‘ of the party, anda very fhort notice would 
‘* fufice to make my turlet. Let me hear from, 
“if [ cannot fee you, and do not fluff your 


‘© head 
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** head with crotchets adverfe to my virtue, or 
** the honour of my Lord Daflodowndilly.” 


When the family affembled at dinner, and’ 
not before, Lady Ifleworth began to make en- 
quiries after Clarifla; and, as at fome time or 
other the fecret muft come out, Sir Frederick 
was obliged to confefs, that he had given per- 
miffion for her making a vifit to Mr, Curry’s fif- 


ter, with which lady fhe had gone a few. hours: 


before into the country. 


Whilft labouring to vindicate the ftep he had’ 


taken, a terrible ftorm gathered’on the counte- 
nance of the exafperated Lady Ifleworth, whofe 


anger, fince Mrs. Snug had'confidedto him her 


inclination’ to grace the ball with her prefence, 


was extremely awful and. extremely critical! 


Spite of the moft flavifh conceffions that abje& 
purpofes could excite, or haughty fovereignty’ 
exadt—fpite of Lady Ann’s gentle interference 


—fpite of the domeftics, by whom the fparers: 


were furrounded—fpite of her ladyfhip’s ob- 
ftructed articulation, the hurricane became fo 
tremendous as forced the weaker party to take 
refuge in adiftant apartment, whilft the ftron- 
ger followed him thither to fettle their diffe- 
rence, and, in her hafte, overturned fome of 
the difhes, 
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Lady Ann, lefs difcompofed than the table, 
croffed her arms, looked confidently at. the foot- 
men, and afked if thefe fort of fcenes often hap- 
pened between their mafter and mittrefs? 


My readers, whoare not extremely converfant 
with the manners of high life, will probably con- 
ceive it a degradation from rank, and border- 
ing on democratic prineiples, to hear that a 
Jady of quality condefeends to afk familiar 
queftions of her own, or any other body’s 
male-fervant; yet a little learning in the 
fchocl of fafhion would foon eradicate fuch 
plebeian ‘conceptions! On the contrary, they 
would every day fee the proudeft Peers and 
Peerefles, who fearcely bend a knee, or fpeak, 
without the moft auilcre referve, to the mid- 
die order of their own fpecies, make no fcru- 
ple in bending their- ftately minds to the 
capacities of the very meaneft—It is no un- 
common {pe€tacle to hear a lord or a lady, 
a duke or a duchefs, not only talk of their 
own private affairs, or the affairs, of the na- 
tion, which ought to be fecret, before their 
domeftics, but even put themfelves ftill more 
in their power, by indifcriminately abufing 
their friends as wel] as their enemies, at their 
own tables. This is one reafon why thofe 
keepers of family fecrets and family opinions, 
hold 
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hold their. places fa much longer than the 
fervants ef middling people; and in fuch fer- 
vices they acquire an artificial fort of good 
breeding, which fets them entirely at their 
eafe,; when called upon to anfwer a quettion, 


as-=— 


a 


CHA PL a; 


THE AUTHOR FLIES IN A RETROGRADE 
DIRECTION, 


&¢ , 
Do fuch fcenes often happen betweer 


your mafter and miftrefs ?” 


Being lefs inclined than my betters, to re. 
lith thefe fort of mongrel converfations—Ef 
mean, by my betters, fo far as they may be 
better off than I am in worldly accommodations 
—equally averfe to intermeddle in the broils of 
domeftic warfare, I leave Lady Ann to finifh 
her folitary meal, feafoned exactly to her pa- 
late, by family anecdote-l alfo feave Sir 
Frederick, and the wife of his bofom, to ad- 
jut 


fess 
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juft their difference without my affiftance, 
and take a flying leap, to overlook that enchant 
ing refidence which had received to its thelter- 
ing folitude the half-worn body, but wholly 
haraffed mind of Clarifia Hleworth. 


The hour is nine—the night dark—the wea- 
ther tempeéftuous ; the ladics are remaved td the 
drawing-room—the happy merchant remains a 
little longer, to fmoke his pipe, and finifh his 
pint of port. 


> who will 


If, “to be-good 1s to be happy,’ 
contend for the prize of happinefs with a man 
fo gracious in thought, fo fincere in word, fo 


benevolent in deed ? 


Wrapped in the mantle of fonl-approving co- 
gitations, he could not but refle& with joy, that 
from the moment his beloved ward ‘had caft 
herfelf on his neek, to thank him for having 
emancipated her father, taken her underhis own 
proteCtion, and obtained for her the liberty of 
rejecting Lord Clarence, from that moment he 
faw the finger of peace fpreading her pale 
checks, not indeed withthe fanguine carmine 
of unimpaired health, but the. foft rofe-leaf 
colour, only to be extra€ted’ from internal 
contentment: he faw alfo beginning to reno- 
; vate, 
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vate, that fweet, yet chafte vivacity fo enli- 
vening ta her infant fimiles, fo eloquently 
{peaking on her infant features, fo playfully 
captivating in her manners, fo. innocently di- 
recting her exprefffons!” 


He faw, or. thought he faw her, exa&ly the 
fame as when, on the moft fad,, the moft fa- 
tal event of his life, he had refigned her into 
the hands of her diMpated mother !—‘* Yes,” 
cried he, §* dear fainted Mary! when we 
meet in heaven thou thalt not tell me that [ 
have abandoned thé child of our: mutual af- 
fe&tion!—thou - fhalt approve my cherifhing 
care to keep alive that lamp of virtue in the 
foul which can only light her. fteps ta.the re-. 
gions of tly bleflednefs.” 


Tears fprang to his eyes,. infpired by the- 
melancholy retrofpeétion of that. dear affeGtion 
which had fo tenderly bound to the heart: of his 
now beatified Mary the child of their mutual 
adoption, mingled with the .{weeter drops of 
gratitude to Heaven, for having made himthe 
inftYUuMent to fnatch that beleved. innocent 
from the contaminating examples of a.diffi- 
pated home, and the deftructiye, pleafures of 
a corrupted public. 


Reani- 
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Reanimated by the fubje& of his contempla- 
on, he laid down his pipe, and joined the. 
ladies once. more, to behold the effe@s of his 
own benevolence fparkling in the eyes, and re- 
iterating the fmiles of his favourite Clarifia, 


Ring—ring—ring |——* What is the matter 
now ?” cried Lady Ann, and ran to the. apart-. 
ment where the-angry pair had fo mal-aprepos 
conveyed themfelves from the dinncr-table to 


arrange their opimons. 


The movements of curiofity are fo much 


more rapidthan the unwilling fleps of duty, that 


her ladyfhip’s appearance within the door fuper- 
feded the domeftics, whofe attendance the bell 
did not yet ceafe to fummon, and with very lit- 
tle filial refpe& for the parents of her hufband, 
the queflion fhe had afked of herfelr fhe repeat- 
ed to them, with this only difference, that what 
fhe then /aid fhe now /fung, in her. favourite 
words of— * Oh dear! what can the matter 


‘¢ Nothing, my dear, is the matter new,” re- 


plied her delighted mother-in-law 5 ‘* Sir Free 


A 
derick and I perfectly underftand each other— 
ceyery thing is going on as it fhoulddo |” 

6 Your 
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*¢ Your calculations, Madam,” eried the Ba. 
ronet, fomething between jeft and carneft, 
** have hitherto been damn’d erroneous |—_—- 
But fendaway the fellows—don’t you fee them 
waiting for their orders ?”? 


“Fly, Callent ! cried the, to one of the men 
out of livery, ** tell the coachmanto put fix of 
his fleeteft'horfes to the travelling chaife, and 
mount three of the tighteft poftboys, for a drive 
of expedition—alfo tell Harris to get ready |” 
Then, turning to the footman, ** Kunas fatt as 
you can to Captain Snug’s—pray, Sir Frederick, 
where does the captain live ?” 


** No. 11, ——— Place.”? 


‘* Oh, very well! don’t forget the number ; 
and, John, deliver this note—afk if there is any 
anfwere=get out of the fervants if their miftrefs 
means to come—thould they fay fhe thinks it too 
late to drefs, inform them that F do not fee come 
pany till iwelve.” 


“* My pretty mammia !” exclaimed Lady Ann, 
Tdie with curiofity!—you kill me by inches ! 
Where are you fending your coaches—your hor- 
fes—your poft-boys—your. man-fervant—and 
your woman-fervant? Who is Captain Snug? 


and 
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and who is the poor gentlewoman you fend to 
invite to your ballat this time of day ?”” 


«© And who, damn me!” cried Sir Frederick, 
almoft black in the face with paifion, ‘* autho- 
rifes your lady fhip to -thefe impertinent frees 
doms? May the great devil of all fly away with 
the mock parfon who made you the wife of 


Arthur V”’ 


‘© Amen!” very devoutly refponfed Lady 
Ann; ‘* Not,”? faid the, with a fneer, * that 
my kind nominal papa has any real caufe for 
difpleafure. [ have a friend who affures me 
that the marriage may be annulled, and of- 
fers to give me his own name in exchange for 
that which | have borrowed from your iflufiri- 
ous and wefl-governed family. . 1 fhall write 
Lord Benvour on the fubje&t: but if he will 
not releafe me from the burthens of fuch anti« 
prefits and anti-honours as are annexed to the: 
houfe of Ifleworth, there are other means by 
which a poor diftreffed wife may efcape the, 
terrible confequences of her fir? folly: an¢ 
what is there a woman of /pirit will think it 
difficult to facrifice for the re-attainment of her 
forfeited liberty ?”’ 
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Sir Frederick, as it may have been obferved, 
was amanof more oaths than words, and his la- 
dy a woman of more words than wifdom: the 
former, therefore, took himfelf off in a hurri- 
cane of execrations, whilit the latter, by over- 
flowing torrents of eloquence, tried to obliterate 
from the offended pride of Lady Ann, all re- 
colleGtion of the infult which had been offered 
to her rank and accomplifhments. Thefe en= 
deavours ended happily, both ladies agreeing, 
that Sir Frederick was fuch a nothing at alf 
man that Ais rage ought not to difturb their 
tranquillity. 


Lady Ann’s curiofity was now more than 
feafted, by the high-flavoured particulars of the: 
Snug family, their conne@tion with Sir Frede- 
rick, and her ladyfhip’s own motive for fend-. 
ing Mrs. Snug a ticket for her ball, which, 
if fhe had not confented to de,”’—And, jaft 
as fhe whifpered fomething in the ear of her 
greedy eonfident concerning the deftination of 
the carriage and fervants, one of them 
came to tell Lady Ifleworth all was ready,. 
but that the coachman wifhed her lady- 
fhip would let the horfes remain in the 
fiable till the form was a little lefs violent ; and 
that Mrs. Harris had fainted, on being told that 
fhe was to go out in fuch a tempett.. 


© Nonfen& !7? 


serie 


ry Pita aes Lae ail Meamene sme es ae ean, ye NE  e . ahi 
i ag 


a 


18 FASHIONABLE ITNVOLVEMENTS, 
«© Nonfenfe |” cried Lady Ifleworth,—-“ lee 


them fet out inmediately! What fignifies rain 
\ and wind !—tell her the feall go 2 


“¢ No,” faid Lady Ann, *¢ tell her fhe fhall 
not go!—run for my cloak, 1 am refolved to 
} go myfelf |” 


“‘ There I. muft interpofe my. authority!” 
a \ rejoined the matron, in the moft ftudied alarm 
: --‘* not for worlds would | expofe to danger 
a life fo precious |” 


“© And not worlds fhould prevent me from 
following my own inclinations! -Yet keep up 
your terrors, my pretty mamma, keep them 
up all night if you can; for they will give 
you charms to eclipfe us all, and make even 
your bafhaw turn from the bright eyes of his 
favourite fultana!”* 


* How wild! yet how agreeable! — Let me 
prevail, Lady Ann |’? 


** Indeed I muft go!” 
‘* My God! and alone too!” 
““ Well! this abje&tion is eafily removed 


—-my plans are foon fixed=—every thing that 


is 
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is-done in hafte is fo much better done than 
what one ftops to confider about, that when I 
refolved to go Lalfo refolved to take fome 


body with me.” 


6 Harris is fuch a monfler, there cannot be 


room for you all |” 


‘¢ YT will have nothing to do with her va- 
luminous materials, and Arthur is almost as 
unwieldly ; but | know where he and Clarence 
are to meet, juft at the hour of feven, to play 
at billiards, before they drefs for their tavern 

9 


dinner—fo*l fhall juft ftop atthe door, ai 
enlift one of them for my efcort.” 


«© Charming !—charming !” exclaimed the 
delighted mother of a fon fo diftinguifhed by 
a wife of talents, “* I have not a fingle objec 
tlon to this adjuftment—it is like yourfelf, full 
of whim, and brim-full of difcrétion !—Yes, 
if Lord Clarence fhould be your efcort, rather 
than Arthur, I confefs it will pleafe me bet- 


ter—it will be a delightful opportunity !” 


Here the fervant entered with Lady Ann’s 
cloak, abruptly putting an end to the male 
of her ladythip’s utravelment, wy her be- 
ing attended by Lord Clarence would 
be 
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be fo much more pleafing than if accompani- 
ed by her hufband: and Lady Ann, throwing 


it over her thoulders, nodding a filent adieu 
| tan to the carriage—-jumped into it, without 
| | touching the ftep with her foot—and, throw- 
: | ing herfelf on the cuihion, gave dire€tions to 


|| | ftop. at ————-, from whence fhe was to if 
fue he farther orders. 


CHA Pia lit; 


RATIONAL CONVERS ATION, 


ce 
| I- is a dreadful night,” faid our Britiff: 
e | merchant, as he entered the drawing-room, 
‘il where fat Mrs. St. Edmonds and Mifs Ifle- 
2 worth—-** fome tiles are already blown from. 
the houfe: I tremble for our noble fleets, 
and fear for the poor fmall craft which may. 


be beating about at the mouth of the Chan- 
nel,”? 


“< Have you any fhips, brother, that you 
i expect to arrive about this time 2”? afked Mrs. 
. St. Edmonds. 


* Ido 
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“1 donot know ofany,” he replied.—« But 
that man, my dear Elizabeth, who can only 
occupy himfelf with his own rifks and his own 
profits, has, in comparifon, much more anxie- 
ty, and much = lefs rational enjoyment, than 
he whofe mind conne@s itfelf with the gele- 
ral good or evil deftiny of his fellow creatures.” 


** Oh!” cried Clariffa, * to #4is exalted fen= 
iiment am I indebted for all the good I fhall 
ever be able to praétife—for all the evil I may 
be endowed with ftrength to avoid! I owe to 
this fublime fentiment that I am not a favage 
in manners, an infidel in morals !—I owe to 
it my paft inftru@ion—my prefent happinefs, 
You was not my father—-yet your tender care 
for my welfare has gone beyond paternal! Oh 
that Tfabella and Matilda had thared in thofe 
favours which have been fo liberally fhower- 
ed on their more fortunate {ifter |”? 


The natural energy with which the de- 
livered her unftudied panegyric, did not 
fail to produce its effe@s. Mrs. St. Edmond’s, 
to whom, by this time, fhe had become exe 
tremely endeared, bya warm preflure of the 
hand, fignified her entire approbation’; and 
Mr. Curry, affured his elegant protégée, that 


her fifters, for her fake, if they ever ftood in 
Reed 


. cM ol 
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‘Mr, Curry, 
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need of protection, fhould at all times find in 
him a protector, not lefs willing than able to 
ferve them! 


“‘ Tellme, Clariffa,” faid the merchant, as 
if to banifh the ferieus air which hovered over 
and partly obfcured the brilliancy of her coun- 
tenance’ ** tell me—was you ever in leve ?” 


‘*Whata queftion!” fhe replied, bluth- 
ing fcarlet-deep. 


*¢ Yet you will anfwer it, unlefs that frank- 
nefs Lonce implantee. in your mind has been 


totally eradicated by the. all-fpoiling finger of 
fafhion.” 


‘¢ You prove,” then, faid fhe, trembling, 
‘. that the. feeds you have fown there of truth 
and fincerity, have neither been forced “from 
their foil or trodden under foot, I fhall make 
youthis fhort confeflion—-that iff do dove, it is 
not Lord Clarence—-and, if I do hate, it. is not 
Percival Bateman” More fhe could’ have 
faid, . but fomething inthe countenance of her 
friend. checked the difclofure. ** Do you 
mean, that itisihe to fon of your mother’s .other 
truftee. to whom your are attached ??) afked 


€6 My 
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“(My heart, dear Sir, tells me Lord Cla- 
rence is artful-~infiduous--defigning, and [ 
never can approve him!—Percival Bateman 
pollcfies my efieem, becaufe he is candid—— 
honeft honourable! and the oppofite fenti- 
ments which 1 feel in the extreme for thefe 
gentlemen muft determine ‘whether I have 
ever loved ?” 


From the moment Clariffa mentioned the 
name of Bateman, her kind guardian fhewed 
fymptomsof no common uneafinefs ; he often 
put his hand to his forehead -- looked at her with 
earneftnefs—then muttered to himfelf, in which 
the words ‘ unfortunate !-unlucky! — were 


only di ftniguifhable, 


Mifs Ifleworth, whofe eyes followed him 
through his well remembered favourite fome ex 
ercife of traverfing the apartment, could not but 
hear his half fmothered expletives, nor fail to 
remark his difordered thoughts, as fhe finithed 
what fhe would wifh tobe confidered her con- 
feffion, fhe arofe, put her arm through his, and, 
ftrayed by his fide, whilft he afked her many quef- 
trons, of * how often fhe had met Percival] 
Bateman in her walk through the forcing-ground 
of diffipation ?>—-how often he had fpoken to her? 
what he had faid ?”’=»-endeavouring to found thé 


length, 
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length, breadth, and depth, of all the little gal- 
lantriés with which the dangerous young man, 
had bedicged the heart of his favourite. Alas! 
the refult was more favourable to his own hopes 
than tothe candour of his fair ward, in whofe 
replies, it muft be confefled, was blended an 
equal proportion of truth and febterfuge. His 
concern for the charge he had un“ertaken ex- 
tended to every poflible dire@tion where Clarif- 
ff’s tranquillity of mind was open to the invafion 
of anenemy. Love he always confidered asthe 
moft fubtile of foes, and followed by an hoft of 
evils, wherever its fuccefs was, oppofed by pa- 
ternal authority, or the impediments of fortune. 
Under this impreffion, he felt all theterrors of 
apprehenfion, left fhe might have embarked her 
affections on a voyage, where the only returns 
that could be made for fo rich a venture, 
were fufpenfe, difappointment, and tender 
hearts, checked by hope or lacerated by def- 
pair;——-and -his troubles being nearly done 


away, he cried out 


« Thank God it is no worfe! ‘The fa- 
ther ‘is a fcoundrel!—but the fon is a man 


of honour! 


‘¢ | do not even know Mr. Bateman!’’ re- 


plied the young lady, a little alarmed at the 
unufual 
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unufual warmth with which her benign friend 
exprefled himfelf when {peaking of his brother 
guardian ~** I never faw him in my life !— 
he never comes to us, but my mother fre- 
quently goes to him!—{ have heard her fay 
he is very obliging and that fhe did not know 
what fhe fhould do witheut him!?? 


That may ‘be all very true,” obferved 
Mr. Curry ; ** but, my dear child, take this 
truth from the lips which will not deceive you, 
that to this rafcal, who, by yeur grandtather, 
was empowered with the management of your 
mother’s money, is owing, ina great degree, 
all her difficulties —Prefent fweets may be fu- 
ture bitters—I would bring him to juftice, if 
I could; but thefe Chriftians, of Jewith prin- 
ciples, hid their tranfa@ions fo fecretly there 
is no getting at proofs, and without proofs no- 
thing can be done 1” 


“*T am glad,” cried Clariffa, ** that Per- 
cival does not inherit the fame propenfi- 
ties i”? 


“ And fo am I,’ replied the merchant « 
P 3 


** yet, anfwer me, truly, domy eyes fparkle, 
when I tell you fo ?” 
‘* They 


Vou hi. C 
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«© ‘They are fo ufed to look kindly upon me,” 
faid fhe, alittle difconcerted by the archnefs of 
his countenance. ‘that 1 am always equally 
delighted with their expreffion.” 


“* Deareft girl! be on your guard how you 
think of this young man! He is amiable—the 
world fay it—andIbelieveit: I  fhould defire 
for you juft fuch another hufband—himfelf would 
bethe very obje& of my eleGion—but my Cla- 
rifla muft never be the wife of Percival Bate- 
man !” 

She changed colour ;—he did not feem 
obferve her emotions, but continued. 


Chance, fome time ago, put it into my pow- 
er to aflift a poor fialiy’ ftarving under the 
fcarcity of Bateman’s patronage ; and yet the fa- 
ther of thefe little helplefs wretches was to him 
in the three-fold capacity of clerk, fecretary, 
and confidant. My fmall affiftance, adminif- 
tered in the moment of need, created confi- 
dence ; and, amongft other things, not much to 
the honour of his employer, he informed me, 
unafked, that Bateman. had, on your account, 
{ent his fon out of the kingdom, and bound hime 
felf, by oath, to difinherit him, if he fhould 


ever 
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ever marry a daughter from the houfe of 
Ifleworth.” 


“¢ Oh, my dear Mrs. St. Edmonds!’ cried 
Clariffa, turning from the brother, and running 
towards thefifter, who, refting her head on her 
hand, fat in full attention to the interefting con- 
verfation,—-"* Dear Madam! your are cer- 
tainly not well, you look quite pale !?’—I am 
fu.e you mutt be particularly indifpofed! Let 
me run for your fmelling-bottle!—Ifaw you 
lay it on your toilet-table—Yes, I know ex- 
actly where to find it !’—and off the flew !— 
not to execute the commiflion with which fhe 
had officioufly charged herfelf, but to give vent 
to the tears that had been brewing in her dove- 
like eyes, fromthe moment that voice fo loved, 
fo re{pected, announced the fentence of her 
fate—“ My Clariffa muft never be the wife of Pers 


eval Bateman!” 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, Ty. 


THE BAULK. 


Werrser the merchant orhis fifter, who 
both gueffed the real fituation of her thoughts, 
endeavoured .to detain her; on the contrary, 
they ratherfelt themfelves gratified by her ab- 
fence, which.gave them.an opportunity of talk- 
ing over.the affairs ef her family, and congratu- 
lating each other on the acquifition they had 
made to their own circle of domeftic enjoy- 


ments. 


One quarter of an hour had clapfed, another 
was onthe wane from the bofom oftime, and no 


Clarifla returned! 


‘© She has been much affeQed, perhaps, af- 
fi@ed,’”? obferved Mrs. St. Edmonds, *“* by 
your communication, my dear George 1” 


667 admit 
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“¢T admit the juftnefs of your remark,” he 
replied! ‘*Tlament the effeé&, but do not re- 
pent the caufe. I faw from the beginning, that 
her heart had yielded to the handfome perfon 
and cultivated -underftanding of an amiable 
youth, with whom a clandeftine union muft have 
been the infallible deftruQion of both! faw her 
onthe brink of a precipice,. her head giddy, her 
imagination intoxicated.—I finatched her- from 
the danger, poffibly with too little precaution. 
The fuddennefs of my exhortation, rather than 
the exhortationitfelf, has difmayed her {pirits.—= 
Such hurricanes in the human mind, as well as 
in the natural world, are always more violent 
than lafting.. Truft me, Elizabeth,one hour’s 
fober refleQion will repair all the depredations 
my communications may have occa fioned.”’ 


T he laft word was hardly pronounced,. 
when Mifs Ifléworth burft into the room, pale 
asa fpectre, and trembling allover, announcing, 
that by the light of the carriage moons, .the had 
feen from her chamber window achaife, draw 
by fix-horfes, driving up the avenue, addiag, 
‘¢ that although the could not clearly diftinguith> 
obje€ts, fo as to be certain that the livery great- 
coatsy worn by the fervants were thofeof her 
own family, yet a.dreadful prefentiment had tak- 
en poffeffion of her mind, that fome how or 

C3 other 
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other fhe was concerned in the approaching ca- 
valcade.” 


Her friends, though equally aftonithed at 
the arrival of vifitors in fuch a ftyle, at fuch an 
hour, and in fuch weather, would have laugh- 
ed away her ‘fears, when they were fud- 
denly flopped by a violent knocking at the 
outer gate, nothing inferior to that which 
announces her Grace’s or her Ladyfhip’s return 
home froma ball or mafquerade, at five, 
fix, or feven o’clock in the morning, to the 
great annoyance of a diowfy neighbourhood— 
a knocking which redoubled Clariffa’s'trepida- 
tions, called additional colour to the faded 
cheeks of Mrs, St. Edmonds, anhd-even difcom- 
pofed the tranquil-minded merchant, ‘who at all 
times was ready to relinquifh the higheft behett 
of ambition, to grafp at the lowlici offering 
from the hand of comfort. 


«¢ What can it be!’ cried he, making but 
ene ftep to the door, and holding it half open- 
ed, to fee who the butler was nfhering through 
the anti-chamber to the drawing-room. ~-‘* Here 
is a lady!’ continued he; ** 1 never faw her 
before!—fome itbranger, 1 fuppofe, who feeks 
a fhehter from the ftorm—be it ours to per- 
form the duties of hofpitality 1? 
és Is 
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‘¢ Ts your matter a hermit, that he fhuts him- 
felf up in this out of the way place?” afked 
the {tranger. 


S It is the voice of Arthur’s wife! cried 
Clariffa, ** It is Lady Ann” 


Lady Ann at the fame inftant made her ap- 
pearance, 


The freedom of her ladyfhip’s addrefs be- 
ing exa@ly the fame in all places and to all 
people, fhe returned the diftantly polite con: 
pliments of Mrs. St. Edmonds and her brother 
with a dif courtfey, anod of the head, and 
the familiar declaration—** that they feemed 
to be a mighty comfortable humdrum. party.” 


“ Come,” faid fhe, forcing the relu€tant 
hand of Clariffa, ‘*it is a thoufand pities to dif- 
turb fuch company ; but, having turned knight- 
errant, | muft carry you off.” 


‘¢ By whofe authority, Madam,” fternly in- 
terrogated the merchant, ‘* do you come to rob 
me of what is my own by purchafe ? 


«© My dear man! don’t talk to me of pur- 
chafe, for 1 know nothing about buying and 


C4 felling } 
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felling!—nor put yourfelf in a paflion,. which 
can anfwer no end in the world but to make 
me laugh! Come along, Clary, we have a 
itupid tedious road to meafure back——Lady Ifle- 
worth with be diflraGted if we are not the firtt 
and beft drefled fizures in. her divine circle ! 


‘* Indeed I can. not, nor Ives not enter: it 


b 

tis might at leaft, Lady Ann, untefs comman- 

wou ded to return with you by Mr. Curry, whofe 
ha 


kindnefs.to my parents has intitled him to un- 

limited obedience on the part of their daugh- 
ter,’ replied Clariffa, in accents which the 
affront offered to her friends rendered fpirited,, 
if not paffionate. 


Transfixed with aftonifhment by Lady Ann’s 

eafy affurance, Mr. Curry and his fitter flood 

| gazing at each other, (for her ledyfhip had 
| declined their invitation-to be -feated; ull, 
| roused by-the energetic refittance of his ward, 
= the patient merchant, almoft out of patience, 
fl again repeated the queition fhe had before eva- 
ded to anfwer, namely, “ by whofe autharity 
i fhe came to dillever from his family any one 


| of its members ?” 

“* Authority!” fhe retorted, with a difdain- 
1 ful fmile, < Mifler —what’s your name ?— 

| over my Own condu& [ have never yet ac- 


knowledged any authority, and never wil.” 


“* Enough, 
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« Enough, Madam!—the declarattoa itfclt 
is a fuffcient voucher for your veracity, and. a 
fuficient apology for your condu&i!—I could 
not have been, at my age, fo deficient in the 
fcience of human economy, as to mifunderftand 
the ftyle of your lady fhip’s education. I-did not 


srefume to afk by whom, or by wéat rules your - 
P y ’ b 


general aGtions are regulated—I am no farther 


concerned.in their government than to be infor- - 


med, on the prefené occafion, if1 am indebted for 
the honour of. Lady Ann Ifleworth’s . vifit, and 


1er intentions refpeCting my ward, to her own: 


condefcenfion and her own plans, or to the 
commands of Sir. Frederick and Lady [fleworth?” 


“¢ Blefs us, father Adam! what a chatter is 


here about nothing at all!—Clariffa mutt go - 


with me, and by command of the higher pow- 
Eis’ 


‘| have done, Madam !—there is no more 
to be faid! Prepare, my dear, to attend her 
ladyfhip;—it is not the office of friendfhip to 
fet afide parental authority, or flrengthen the 
hands of difobedience.’” 


“« Well, that is a very wife fpeech !—fo get 
your cloak diretly, child 1? 5 


Mis. 


ae 


———— = 
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Mifs Ifleworth would not difpute the or- 
ders. of her benefa@or, though fhe obeyed 
them with evident rélinceaeeh and, having 
received his promife of fairs her on: the 
morrow, as well -as a tender embrace from 
Mrs. St. Edmonds, fhe followed lady Ann, 
who, after many violent ftruggles, and much 
ineffeGual refiftance to Mr. Curry’s attending 
them to the carriage, permitted him to lead 
her forward; but, withdrawing her hand as 
the flep was let down, rufhed into it fo pre- 
cipitately as, together with the ftooping atti- 
tude in which fhe feated herfelf, created in 
the merchant’s guarded mind certain fufpici- 
ons, which the better to afcertain, he called 
one of his own fervants, who ftood within 
the door, to fcreen the lighted flambeau he 
held in his hand from the devaftating effeats of 
the ftorm, as if for the better accommodation 
of Clariffa: but no fooner did its refleQion 
difperfe the darknefs within, than he beheld a 
man, who feemed to conceal himfelf from ob- 
fervation behind Lady Ann, which made him 
fay— 


** Your Ladythip, I fee, does not want a 
companion !—you have one already, and ano- 


ther will incommode the party [??- 


°° Non- 
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“¢ Nonfenfe!—it is on'y Lord Clarence! 
—he isone of us/——we don’t mind a little 
. a 39 
{queezing —fo come along! 


“« In your prefent fituation, Madam, I cannot 
permit Mifs Ifleworth to accompany you !—= 
Have the goodnefs to make my excufes, and 
tell Sir Frederick i fhall wait on him to-more 
row 17? 


Expoftulations and impertinent threatenings 
in vain aflailed him from within the car- 
riagem-he ordered the door to be fhut—the 
poftillions to proceed—and re-conduGted the 
overjoyed Clariffa back to the comforts of his 
own fire-fide. 


CHAP, ¥: 


REVERTS BACK, AND PROCEEDS FORWARD 


Batxep as to the meditated purpofe o 
their difmal excurfion through a night of ter- 
rors, flch as witches fport in, when minded 
to 
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to perform their mifchief on the befom _ of 
old ocean—Lady Ann’s will not only difputed 
but entirely over-ruled—Lord Clarence fuffer- 
ing in his paflion, wounded in his pride—all 
thefe circumftances feeming to combine in 
battle array to untranquillize the minds of 
thofe noble platonic travellers, it may reafon- 
ably be fuppofed, that however well they 
might have agreed before thefe calamities be- 
fel them, they afterwards became very bad 
company to each other. 


Every fpecies of philofophy has its diftin@ 
operations, its different direGions. The anci- 
ent fyftem teaches its pupils, that ‘to live well 
is to die happy.’’——The modern fays, ** it mat- 
ters not how a man dies, provided he livesa life 
of paffion, vice, and luxury, to his own foul’s 
fatisfa€tion ; becaufe, when the heart ceafes to 
beat to the joys of conviviality, the foul’s fen- 
fations are for ever filent.”? They allow of ro 
futuritye=they boaft in the vigour of health, 
that death, when he has done his worft, can 
only blind their eyes and ftop their breath— 
they fee not the dreadful myftery of a future 
exiftence, till the hand of ficknefs and defpair 
tear from their aching eyes the bandage of de- 
lirium, and fhews them what they. are, anJ 
what 
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~y 


Fol 


what they mgAt ‘have been, either too foon for 
eonvidtion, or elfe foo late for repentance. 


rc 


Amongft the defcription of thefe flicklers for 
materiality, there were none who had more 
diftinguifhed themfelves than Lord. Clarence 
and Lady Ann Ifleworth. Their acquaintance 
had been fhort—but minds congenial fpurn at 
the officious efforts of time to forge the chain 
of mutual attachment... Their morning -inter- 
view had been productive of the moft pleafant 
confequences :—he had fworn, by his Maker, to 
renounce the whole fex, for the fake-of one 
beautitul objc@ ; and that one beautiful. objeG, 
jealous of his former attachment to Clariffa, 
had bound him, .by oaths equally-folemn, that . 
he would not only renounce her fer ever, but ia 
fo public a manner, at the ball to be giveu by 
Lady Ifleworth, as, fhe flattered herfelf, would 
compte.é the confufion cf her rival, the triumph 
of her own charms, and the gratification of her 
infatiable envy, hatred, and malice, for every 
thing in the form of woman which had youth, 
beauty, or virtae, to recommend the pofleffor 
beyond the bounds of parti ial admiration. Pub- 
hieity of fame had been, the aim of her fhort ca- 
reer in the world of fafhion, in fo much that fhe 
had been heard to fay, that the would rather be 


talked 
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talked of for 2 mifdemeanor than not be talked 
of at all: and, with thefe rare-ripe conftitutional 
qualities, it is no. wonder if, when fhe made her 
elopement, and that not the f/f of her indif- 
cretions, Lord Benvour. rather than deplore his 
lofs, fhould congratulate himfelf on getting rid 
of a daughter, whofe condu& refle@ed little 
credit on his art of managing children, 
and lefs honour on the illuftricus dignity of his 
progenitors. 


It would be hard to determine whofe morti- 
fication was moft fevere, on the difclofure made 
by Sir Frederick of his fecret fegociation with 
the merchant, which had tcrminated in Clariffa’s 
abfence ;—-whether Lady Ifleworth, on having 
her brilliant fehemes all defeated, and being 
forced to refign the extatic delight of beholding 
the countefs-cle& figure away en bride—to hear 
herfelf wifhed Joy by a crowded affembly, who, 
but for that fortunate event, would have been 
amongft the firft to ridicule her morning levee, 
notwithftanding many of them might, or ought 
to have been in the fame fituation :—or, whe- 
ther Lady Ann, though better able to govern 
her emotions, did not experience a ftill more 
deadly pang, that the fineft opportunity in the 
world muft now be loft of expofing her huf- 
band’s family to the infults of a multitude, all 
| honourable 
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honourable or right honourables, and the dear 
cherifhed hope of exulting in his filter’s humi- 
lation. 


If it be a true obfervation, ** that in the mar- 
ried life, when one is wife both are happy,” it 
céatrinly muft have been owing to the wifdom 
of Lady Ifleworth, in obliging Sir Frederick 
with a card for Mrs. Snug, that Clarifla was 
recalled, and conjugal felicity reftored. 


But what is conjugal felicity, compared with 
the felicity of an envious woman, about to rea- 
life her interrupted plans, of drawing down all 
manner of mifchief on the defencelefs head of 
her rival? If the joy of Lady Ifeworth was 
great, that of Lady Ann was ftill greater. 


Such was the difpofition of her charming gly 
agitated {pirits, when fhe called at —_—-._ to 
take up Lord Clarence, where, in the morn- 
ing, her ladyfhip had appointed him to wait 
till half paft feven, to receive her farther and 
fuller dire@tions on black and white, namely, 
how fhe chofe he fhould condu& himfelf in the 
arduous undertaking of declaring off, when ex« 
peCted to declare on!—** The affair,” the ob- 
ferved, ‘* was fo delicate, that to do it well, 
and 
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and do it effectually, would at. leaft.take her 


two hours in arranging ” 

As to Arthur, though pretending fhe fhould 
find him with Lord Clarence, /bé knew no 
more of his. retrograde movements, than he 
did of her ladvfhip’s fteady perfeverance in the:: 
whole art of intriguing: 


r 
yi 


Before they reached the -end-of ‘their drive, . 
in fpite of blowing, raining, thundering, and 
lightning, the: foft” breathing adulation of -her 
companion fo harmorized thé fpirits of Lady 
Ann, that, amufed with a fecond edition of 
his already publifhed velume of compliments, - 
fhe: did -net. very much regret their being 
compelled to return as they came; but, .on the 
contrary, meditated moft pleafantly, how ta- 
make that -mertification, from which Clariffa:. 
had efcaped, fall with double weight .on the 
devoted-head-of Lady Iileworth: 


Lord Clarence, too much’ the flave of her 
charms: to oppofe any of her wifhes, had put 
himfelf entirely under her condu€&, and was fet 
down, at eleven o’clock, at the diftance ofa few 
ftreets from his own houfe, to which a hackney- 
coach conveyed him, juft as-his valet.had got 
every 
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every thing in readinefs, to exchange the 
mourning habits of widowhood for the fplendid 


habiliments-of a bridegroom. 


Mary ove. 


TRAGI-COMIC. 


T apy Ifleworth, in all the agenies of ex 
pe@tation, fat down at her toilet, half an hour 
before the return of Lady Ann was announce. 
ed by a.carriage flopping at the door, which. 
preduced fuch a prodigious found, through the 
clattering of fo many horfes feet on the pave- 
ment, that had any other interfered, even the 
found of the laft trumpet,. it is to be feared 
her ladyfhip would have paid it very little at- 
tention, till fhe had. obferved from her win-. 
dow who -had_ alighted: from the travelling 
chaife : and having feen.none but her danghter- 
in-law defeend from it,. fhe then could not 
have regarded any fummons, natural. or-fuper- 
naturale-becaufe,. with her hair half-curled, 
her face half painted, in the mott poffible pa- 
thetic, attitude of tragedy, fhe funk down up- 


OAL 
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on the floor, on beholding the carriage ‘drive 
off, and no Clariffa left behind! 


Lady Ann was juft in time toaMfift at the 
refurreGtion of her ladythip’s bodily faculties ; 
but thofe of the foul feemed to have taken-a 
flight beyond the regions of fenfe, when in- 
formed of the crue! merchant’s cruel detention 


£ | 


of ner caugntcr, the pre-deftined Countefs of 
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exhibition of a pantomime, than Lady Ann with 


the feene now under reprefentation’s fhe was 
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herfelf a pzincipal objeQ in the farce—the 


one eye torrowtul the other joyfulher tongue 
Tympathiling, her thoughts reviling ; the former 
joining in the inharmonic éxecrations of an 
enraged maniac, heaping coals of fire on the 
head of poor Curry—the latter occupied in 
contriving how the might give additional tor- 
ment to the already tormented. With this 
view, fhe perfuaded Lady Ifleworth to believe, 
that no real difadvantage could oécur from the 
abfence of Clariffa. * } will take care,”? faid 
fhe, “ to procure the congratulations of the 
whole aflembly, both for your Ladyfhip and 
Lord Clarence, which you know will ‘be 
as public a declaration of his intentions as if he 
were to make them in her prefence.” 


By 
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By many arguments of the fame tendency 
the cure was performed ; again Lady Hieworth 
breathed—again fhe fmiled—and again fhe 


took her ftation at the toilet. 


‘* Dear vain fool!” whifpered Lady Ann, 
fofily as fhe tripped to her own apart ment, 
«6 T could almoft doat on the folly which is fo ve- 
ry amufing |—My pretty mama! I am only go- 
ing to ufe your vanity as boys ule their birds— 
let it fmoothly out by a firing, to draw it back 
with a jerk 1” 


Mrs. Snug, though the laft invited, was the 
firft perfon to make her appearance, being rio 
mean ornament in figure, face, and drefs, to 
Lady Ifleworth’s drawing-room! the formers 
tall, and of a ftatue-like proportion, might 
have ferved for the mode! of another, Ve- 
nus, if the graces of fafhion had been ad- 
ded to the cunning workmanfhip of nature— 
fhe had moulded the limbs to perfeGtion— 
education alone could have taught them their 
polifhed movements-—education had never 
come in the way of Mrs. Snug ~ fhe held her 
arms ill, and walked worfe——he beauty of 
her features, particularly eyes, mouth, and 
teeth, was not inferior to that of her perfon— 
her age did not appear to exceed twenty — 


- and 
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and the modefty fhe had expelled from» her: 
mind feemed to. have taken refuge in. her 
countenance. Add to all thefe agremens a 
{plendid gold-fpangled muflin, with high fea- 
thers, and it will be thought not very extra- 
ordinary, that, being prefented by Sir Frede- 
rick to his accomplifhed wife, the fhould de- 
clare the favourite of her hufband a very .char= 
ming creature | 


This very. charming creature excited nothing 
like admiration when announced :to Lady Ann. 
Too pretty. to claim her approbation, fhe was 
forced to put up with her contempt; fhe fta- 
red poor Mrs, Soug full in the. facemlooked 
feornfully —laughed affe&tedly — and, turning 
on her heel, faid, in an audible whifper, 
“© Mon Dieu, what a fright !?? 


A fplendid circle foon, formed itfelf round. 
her vivacious ladfhip, who delighted to inform. 
them that Lady Ifleworth was fitting at the 
head of the room,- to receive joy on the ap- 
proaching marriage of her. daughter, who, to 
avoid the fame ceremony, had taken a trip 
to the country, leaving her mother and Lord 
Clarence to fuftain the: whole weight in their 
own perfons. 
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‘Sirs James Collington, (to whom Lord Ch- 
rence unbofomed himfelf at the tavern, after 
having, to get ‘himfeif out of one ferape, plun- 
ged into another,) feeling mortified -that the 
clog he then engaged to take -off his hands 
was not to make her appearance, of courfe 
that he fhould be non-fuited, flatly contradic- 
ted her ladyfhip, with certain vulgar phrafes, 
which like weeds tranfplanted from the hedge 
to the garden become flowers, fo likewife are 
naughty words transferred from the mouth of 
a peafant to that of a gentleman, confidered 
not only admiffible but highly ornamental to the 
‘moft polifhed focieties. 


Pil be d—d, Lady Ann,” faid he, ** if 
‘ever Clarence noofes himfelf again! Becaufe 
a-man has once had his fhackles knocked off 
by accident, is he to expe that the devil will 
always ftand at his elbow to do him a good 
office! Pil bet your Ladythip,: or any perfon 
in this company, a thoufand guineas, and take 
the lofing odds, that Clarence, if you fairly 
afk him the queftion, willtell you, by G—d! 
that he has not the remoteft thought of a 
ferious attachment!” 


«s Pifh ?? cried Lady Ann, ‘* you know no- 
Mf p) 


thing about it!” 
 Yos 
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Yes! I know, that amongft your whole 
fex he has nota greater favourite than your 
Ladyfhip !—yet, if you were fingle to-mor- 
TOW.” nome 


“«* Have done, I charge youl’? faid fhe, in- 
terrupting him, with a look of difpleafure, but 
a ftrong propenfity to gratification, ‘* I with 
Lord Clarence was come to defend himfelf 
againit’ your ‘incenderous charges !—Profane 
the fubje& no more with thy unhallowed lips! 
but follow us to Lady Ifleworth; arid, if you 
cannot teach your hardened heartto recant from 
its wicked errors, keep them to yourfelf, and 
not let them fy about to difcompofe her lady- 
fhip’s tranquillity.” | 


** Lead on,” he replied; ** there is no bet- 
ter actor on the ftage of life than I am, when 
invited to play the hypocrite in.a Jove feene.” 


Lady Ann was not the only perfon delighted 
or intérefted with this lively altercation ;—— 
every male that had. them, whether real or ar- 
tificial, fhewed his white teeth—every female, 
with ferewed up features, gave the lie to 
their fentiments, by declaring they hoped 
to witnefs his defeat, and the triumph of 
Lord Clarence, or fhould be extremely forry 
for 
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for the fate of poor Mifs \Mleworth, nothing 
being fo detrimental to a young woman’s efia- 
blifhment as being talked. of for a marriage 
that went off, nobody knew how !” 


Mrs. Snug alone was abfent from this im- 
menfe circle of well-wifbers to the houfe. of 
Ifleworth ; the bafhful creature had taken fhel- 
ter under the wing of domeftic patronage, by 
occupying the very next place to the lady of 
the manfion, who began to think it an age be- 
fore the whole affembly crowded round her 
throne, headed by Lady Ann, to pay the trie 
bute of congratulations; which her folly flew 
out to meet, and herwanity panted to receive. 


CHA P. VII. 


RIDDLE ME RIDDLE REE? 


"Tue Queen of Sheba, at King Solomon’s 
court, muft, in the article of finery, have 
found herfelf outdone, under the roof, and by 
the wiie of a fimple baronet, had fhe lived in 
thefe our days of latitude and invention. 


all 
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ii thofe elegant ornaments Lady HMleworth 
had borrowed from a jeweller, after having 
depofited inthe keeping of a friend, or more 
‘properly {peaking, pawnedthofe gems fhe had 


‘cajoled out of the «cautious Bateman, for the 


purpofe-of decorating -Clariffa on the bridal de- 


‘claration, were now profufely beftowed .about 


her own:-perfon, 


The found ot—** 1 give your Ladythip joy !” 
pronounced by fo many tongues of fafhionable 
notoriety at the fame moment, producedow her 
animal fpirits that fort of pleafurable fenfation 
by which we feeyoung children agitated when 
one prefentsa toy, orcarry them to a puppet- 


fhew. With fo much avidity had fhe prepared 
‘to anfwer the compliments of the noble multi- 
‘tude, that many of them received the moftgra- 


cious returns, even before their occafional com- 
pliments had been delivered. —Nothing could 
be more delighted than her ladyfhip—nothing 


‘more diverted than her gueits!-——Thus it is 


that the fool andthe knave derivetheir gratifi- 
cation from the fame fource.—The frog fports 
in the water, and the mifchievous boy fmilingly 
whirls the pebble doomed for its deftru€tion, 


Lady Ifleworth openedher own ball with her 


‘own -minuet, which, it muft be confeffed, fhe 


managed 
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managed with as much eafy elegance as the beft 
automaton of modern ingenuity could have at- 
tained to ; not even the fafhionable one to be feen 
at Spring-garden, if formed to dance as well ag 
play, could have excelled, her.—Sir _ Frederick 
feemed to have forgot that his miffre/s was pre- 
fert, and looked o.ly to his wife / 


Either from fear of not doing fo well, or 
the inherent love of thofe romping figures, 
which is a fort of invitation to the unreftrained 
freedom of hilarity, none of the ladies attempted 
to follow the example fet them by Lady Ifle- 
worth, except Mrs. Snug, who, having ad- 
vancedto thetop of the room, led by Sir Fre- 
derick, was obliged to be re-feated, unable to 
refift the general cry for the commencement of 
country-dances and cotillions. The baronet, 
who had once before feen his favourite dulcinea 
exhibit in a fimilar performance at an Fafter 
ball, not much to her own advantage, was far 
from repining at this interruption to a fecond 
difplay of the fame untaught accomplifhment ; 
but as all people, taught or untaught, will run 
or hop fome where or other when a figure is be- 
gun, he ftood her up at the foot of the fet, and 
placed himfelf vis-a-vis as her partner, 
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No rheteric could prevail on Lady Mfleworth 


$ Ceapoepess 


“¢ Come and tripit as you go, 
“* On the light fantaftic toe !” 


_—She even refifted the incitements of her be- 
loved faro. Every thing gave place to anxiety 
for the appearance of Lord Clarence, who, fa- 
tigued either with his /bort drive or Jonglove-ftory, 
threw himfelf on a fofa on his return from En- 
field—flept t hree hours—and, not till juft before 
the fupper-rooms were opened, was a name fo 
important to her happinefs announced by the 
groom-porter, when, flying to meet him at the 
door, fhe exclaimed — 


*« My dear Lord! what has detained you ?— 
I am half dead with expe&ing you!—-Did you 
ever ever hear of fuch a wretch @s that Corry ? 
—How provoking that you could not bring 
back Mifs IMeworth, when you were fo good to 
take the trouble of going to fetch her!—I found 
it extremely difficult to fuftain, in my own per- 
fon, all the flattering compliments I have receiv- 
ed on your Lordthip’s account !”? 


His Lordthip, with well-affected furprife, as if 
quite unprepared for an attack fo very -particus 


lar, ftepped back a few paces, and opened his 
eyes 
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eyes toa moft enormous ftretch, on perceiving 
thofe of Lady Ann, with five hundred more as 
bright as her own, obferving his motions.—— 
Some from the dancers—fome from the card-ta- 
bles, all had colle&ted together, forming a felf-im- 
pannelled jury, to decide onthe caufe before ar- 
gued, whether Lord Clarence would or would 
not avow himfelfthe lover of Mifs [fleworth ? 
—and, without one diffenting voice, it was ar- 
gued nem. con. by the evidence of his own words, 
“‘ that it never would bea match !” 


Advancing with a flower ftep thanhe retreat- 
ed, andin that fort: of equivocal accent which 
leaves thehearer to put what conftrution plea- 
fes his humour on the doubtful expreffions of a 
double meaning, he replied, with the moft en- 
viable nonchalance, that, not having the honour 
to perfe@ly underftand why Ae fhould have been 
the caufe of incommoding her lady fhip. with the 
burthen of fo many compliments, he muft refer 
to fer candour for an explanation.” 


Infpired by refentment, if not by wifdom, with 
a farcaftic fmile, ‘* fhe defired the reference 
might be removed from her jurifdi@ion to the 
court of his own confcience, which could much 


better give him the information he demand- 
éd,”” 
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‘© My inclinations,” faid he, gayly, * are 
fo much difperfed amongft this charming circle 
of your Ladythip’s friends, that at prefent it ts 
impofible to colle& them for any fort of invef- 


tigation —Let us agree, then,. to peftpone our 


amicable difputation to’’ 


© Doomfday 1? interrupted the friend of 
Lord Clarence, ,.whofe words were drowned in 
the united chorus of joy giving from an hundred 
pretty mouths, all opening at the fame time, for 
the evident purpofe of drawing from his lord- 
fhip one great, one decifive negative, which did 


‘not fail.in its efre&s. 


Firft catinghis kecn dark eyes on Lady Ifle- 
worth, then on her vifitors, “ What,” he ex- 
claimed, ‘* can have occafioned thefe flatter- 
ing, but to me extremely myfterious greetings 
—I cannot feel myfelf fo highly diftinguifhed, with. 
out fignifying my with to be informed why | am 
made the object of fuch univerfal notice ae 


Before her ladyfhip could have determined 
whether to treat this appeal as a pafling jeft or 
as downright earneft, it was announced by more 
than one officious voice, ** that the congratula- 
tions offered by the friends of Lady Ifleworth, 
proceeded from the very fenfible intereft they 


had 
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had taken inhis lordfhip’s approaching nuptiads 
with the daughter of cir Frederick.” 


‘© They devilthey do!” cried he; then ad 
ded—<* With allthe admiration tor the beauty, 
virtues, and merit of that lady, | have not the 
prefumption to think the addreffles of a forlorn 
widower would be accepted, ever had I the te- 
merity to offer them!” : 

Nothing could be more decifive than tvs de- 
claration, that his lordhhip dzfired to be thought 
perfe@tly independent of an affair which agita- 
ted fo many fair bofoms, fome with jealoufy, 
fome with curiofity, and all with envy. Every 
eye turned on Lady Ifleworth,. feeming to fay— 
‘© Well, Madam, what will you-do now ?”- 
when fuddenly the volcano of indignation kind- 
led: but before the inflammable gas could 
force its paflage through the bowels of fpeech, 
Lord Clarence whifpered fomething in her ear 
—fhe gave him her hand—he led her apart 5 


nner 


the few minutes their private conference laited 
muft have been employed very much to the pur- 
pofe, as it banifhed ail that was terrible, and. 
-eftoréd all that was pleafant, to the counte 


nance of Lady [leworth. 


Sir Frederick unobferved by the parties en- 
gaged, kept himfelfin fuch a pofition as to 
hear. 
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hear all that paffed, from the commencement 
to the conclufion of his wife’s folly. He did 
net mifs aword of the unqualified renunciation 
uttered by Lord Clarence, of all. pretcnfioris 
to the honour of his alliance 5 yet, either from 
perfonal fear, fhould he call upon his Jordthip to 
cat his words, or from fome other as !audable mo- 
tive, he became blind, deaf, infenfible, affect- 
ing to make it be believed the whole of his at- 
tention was devoted to the amufement of Mrs. 
Snug, who, feeling herfelf negleGted, if not en- 
tirely overlooked, had taken her feat clofe, at 
his elbow: but fecing her ladythip return from 
the conference with head ereti—eyes danc- 
ing— cheeks glowing—fmiles dimpling—and 
mounted on the higheft ftile of exultation, he 
partook of the general opinion which, very much 
againft their will and pleafure, every fpeCtator 
was forcedto adopt, namely, that whatever rea- 
fons Lord Clarence might have for advancing a 
public declaration, Mifs Ifleworth hud him fafe 


enough. 


His Lordfhip fill condu@ing the triumphant 
mother of Clarifla, they were followed to the 
fupper-rooms by the whole difappointed multi- 
tude, who, having fondly expected a very dif 
ferent termination to the family affai.s, could 
il brook the vilible figns of delight, by which 
thefe 
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thofe of mortification had been fo unaccountably 
fuperceded on the countenance of their profufe 


entertainer. 


Only one perfon prefent, except Lord Cla- 
rence himfelf, but was completely impofed on 
by appearances. Lady Ann had given him his 
cue; and-he had reftored the fpirits of her 
pretty mama without exceeding the limits of his 
inftru@tions.. 


CHAP. VIII. 


TRICKS AT A. TAVERN. 


Arruur ISLEWORTH, the inheritor of 
his father’s vices, and his mother’s extrava- 
gance, had dined that day ata tavern frequent- 


ed by rooks, who. fared f{umptuoufly onthe well- 
plumed: 


So 
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Plumed fray pizeons which’ art or accident 
threw intheir way. 


He had been met in the morning at a billiard- 
table, by the prefident of this HONOURABLE 
ocicty, who, underftanding him to be the heir 
of a baronet, juft arrived at the age of man, and 
lately married to the heirefs of atich peer, 
thought him an obje& on which himfelf and 
company might fpeculate with advantage. 


Accordingly the colonel (which rank he re- 
ally did bear in the army) challenged his new 
acquaintance to a trial of fkill—allowed that 
he fhould obtain a compleat victory —acknow- 
ledged an infinite fuperiority over his own play 
——paid his loffes, with as good a grace as the 
wily corporal lays down the national money 
for a promifing recruit—and, with no lefs tri- 
umph, afterwards prefented him to his affoci- 
ates at their club dinner. 


Arthur, though extremely delighted with 
his ‘entertainers, would have departed after 
each had drank his two bottles; but the colo- 
nel and his corps prevented the emigration, by 
formally mounting a guard over him, one on 
a fide 
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a fide being placed within the door, to whons. 
the glafs was regularly handed, till relieved 
by others at the expiration of every ten mi- 


nutes,. 


This whole farce was condu&ted with fuch 
mirthful convivialtty, that all farther caution: 
became unneceflary. Loaded» dice and mar- 
ked. cards were introduced, at a: feafon when 
their vifitor’s very fmall portion of difcerament 
was quite overwhelmed, thouzsh flill he re- 
tained enough.of vivacity. to fmile at his own: 
undoing. 


Having appropriated to their -ufes all the 
cafh he madly produced, one of the party,. 
pretending to be equally unfortunate, equaliy 
poor, and equally exafperated at his compas- 
nions refufing to playwith them on credit, pro- 
pofed that they fhould ftake whatever was 
valuable about their perfons, fwearing he would 
run thatfcoundrei through the body who did not 
plank to their: full value in yellow boys, . 


Every man’s purfe, which the moment be- 
fore had glided into the pocket of its owner, 
now fprang back on the table with valorous ala- 
crity, to aniwer the draweanfir’s challenge. 
D 3 Several 
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Several articles were produced by the decoy, and 
the duck entered the pool, from whence he was 
not fuffered to depart till his beft feathers were 
ali plucked, 


At three o’clock in the morning they put poor 
Arthur into a chair that was to convey him to 
his mother’s afiembly, faithfully promifing to fol- 
low, as foon asthey could make themfelves rea- 
dy for the honour of an introdu@ion to her lady- 
fhip’s drawing-room, whither their intoxicated 
dupe, being in a ftate not exactly to know whe- 
ther he rofe winner or lofer, ftrenuoufly invited 


them, 


But had he known the worft of his condition, 
he would have done the fame thing; becaufe, 
when /eaft in his fenfes he was always mof? in 
good humeur—when leaft Auman the moft fu- 
mane—and civilized the moff, when brutalized 
to.a certain degree of inebriation, at which 
pitch he had happily arrived when he feparated 
from his new friends, leaving behind him a 
fuperb watch of Lady Ann’s, which he had 
taken out to get regulated—a plain. repeater 
of his. own——a gold Jooking fnufi-box, to be 
filled with rappee, picked up by his mother 
at a pawn-broker’s the intended prefent, or 


rather peace-offering, to Bateman, for the 
forced 
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férced- loan of her own diamonds,. till fhe- 


could return their likenefs> to his keeping, 
copied by Dovy—mafly knee and fhoe buck- 
les of fferling gold —large wrift-buttons—all the 
gift of his god-mother and grand-aunt Lady 
Bridget Iffeworth, on his coming -of age. : 


Difburdened of: fo many ‘weighty articles, 
the chairmen foon ‘trotted ‘with their infen- 
fible fare to the hall of reception, where the 
ftanding ftill of hisradle roufed his: flumber- 


ing faculties-the doors of the fupper-rooms.. 
were juft thrown open—to them he haftened - 


veering as little from the ftraight line of die 
rection as’ could have been expected. - 


Sitting down at.the upper~end of the lar- 
geft table, where his mother prefided on all 
fuch occafions, his vacant eyes dwelt on the 
fplendid board,.over which luxury had fpread 
all her enchantments: fuddenly they became 


vifionlefs—his face dropped upon his: arms=- - 


his. arms reclined over as many covers as:came 
in their way, and fo totally exclude thé powers 
of found, as well .as of fight, .that- he was 
alike impenetrable. to the diftant as to the 
near approach of the feftive multitude, though 
their voices were mighty as the winds, and 
their. motions tumultuous as the waves. 


AffeQtation : 
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AffeGation lent her own voice to affift the 
exclamation of Lady Ifleworth, on perceiving 
her place at the table Pre-occupied by the 
fon of her dotage, not only in compleat difha- 
bille, but fnoring with all the vulgarity of a 
peafant boy, run down by hard labour, 


The frenchified ** Mon Dieu !? and the ita- 
dianized {cream of her ladyfthip, fuperceded the 
farcaftic laugh, which her gay companions 
might have tried to fupprefs, if Arthur’s wife 
had not taught them, by her own example, 
that to {mother their mirthful emotions 
was a ‘ceremony which would be difpenfed 
with, 


«© Oh, he has been robbed and murdered !?? 
cried Lady Ifleworth, as fhe examined the 
deficiencies in his drefs, and endeavoured to 
roufe him. 


** Robbed indeed!” repeated Lady Ann, 
twittering with delight at the difgrace to which 
he expofed himfelf—* He is only drunk !— 
Pray let the monfter be carried to his cham- 
ber !——I cannot bear the fight of him!” 


‘© How unfeeling!” drawled out her lady- 
fhip, and was giving orders that phyfical af- 
fiftance 
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fiitance fhould be immediately procured, when 
Arthur, flarting on his feet, called out— 

“© Oh! d--n me, you are come at laft! 
-—but ’tis allover, andi have becn afleep thefe 
five hours!” 


** He is worfe than’ drunk, he is mad?” 
fcreamed Lady Ann, and took thelter on the arm 
of Lord Clarence. 


<¢ Arthur, my dear, how are you ?”where 
is the hurt you. have received ?”’ afked his-pae. 
thetic mama. 


“The hurt is here! replied Lady Anng. 
laughing, and fignificantly pointing to her- 
head. 


Inftcad of anfwering-his mother’s queftion, 
the half-opened eyes of Arthur, which had been 
ftupidly flaring about him in fearch of his ta- 
vern friends, now fixed on his wife, and fag. 
gering towards her, befides-telling her-fhe was 
curfed handfome, he infifted on faluting her, 
and would have been mighty affe@tionate, but 
for the interference of Sir Frederick, who, 
remembering that he had often heard Mrs,. 
Snug declare the always fell into hyfterics at 
fight, 
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fight of a drunken man, folely to guard her 

delicate feelings, dragged his fon from the 

company, which he fo ftubbornly oppofed, 

unlefs he was firft allowed to kifs the hand of 
his wife, that, inftigated by the advice of Lord 
€larence,. fhe fubmitted to the operation, which, . 
when performed, lifting it to his face, fre gave 

him. fuch a ftroke, that, had there been. one- 
fpark of fire in his foul it muft: have. flown out 

at his eyes. 


“6 Go, brute !’? cried fhe, ‘for a brute thou: 
art, make the beft of thee!—In every.fenfe of 
the word thou art a brute !” 


‘© Charming: fpirit!? lifped Lady Ifleworth,. 
as Sir Frederick .gave her:fon inte the hands of 
fervantsto take him off the ftage—‘** Charming: 
fpirit !—-But hope, my dear,.the poor boy will. 
not take your fweet. playfulnefs for any thing: 
Jefs kind than what you intended to exprefs 


<¢ Oh,. it is impofible he fhould. mifunder- 
ftand it !”? replied fhe,. gayly. 


«© ] thought fol” faid her ladyfhip, taking: 
hier place at the table—** Poor thing, he is-re~ 
ally violently warm!—I wifh-he may not have a. 
brain fever)? _ 
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© Your wifh Madam,” retorted Lady Ann, 
with indefcribable archnefs, ‘* arifes from the 
very bofom of certainty !—he never wi//—ine- 
deed he never can have. a brain fever!” 


CHAP. IX.. 


THE LIE. 


Loixe the majority of mankind, [ am: now 
about to trample over the moft precious gift of” 
Heaven—mifapplied by fome, but defired by a//.. 
To the ftudious—to the induftrious—to the ra- 
tional—time has no ufelefs hour in, his train 3, 
the reafonable diftribution between reft and Ia- 

bour, gives to each its due value. But the fons 

and daughters of riotous notoriety calculate other=- 
wife, and thofe moments only are eftimated by 

them which, clothed in darknefs and winged 

with mirth, dance before them to the very 

mouth of that bottomlefs pit where lurks def- 

truction | 


Lightly 
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Lightly as Lady Hleworth and her court 
of Comus.refpeGed the lapfe of time, L-feel, 
no greater inclinaticn to wark its progrefs . 
but having difpatghed the company to their fe- 
veral homes, after a fplendid ‘déjeuné, al aube 

du jour, all except Lord Clarence,, who re- 
maiued behind, in chat with Lady Ann, to a 
latter hour than funrifing; and having fent the 

miflrefs of the revels to yawn over her toilet. — 
feold her Abigail —lament.the decay of her 
eardpuife~- and do every thing but fay her. 
yrayers 3 behold I bring Sir Frederick, moun- 
ed on a handfome bleod-mare, to the door of: 
Mr. Curry,.in Broad-ftreet, intending from 

thence to have fhaped his courfe of Enfield, if 
he did not find. the merchant already in. his 


M 


counting -houfe, . 


Never was courage more fugitive—never-the 
thoughts of man more complicated never the. 
head lefs calculated for the difpatch of bufinefs 
than Sir-Frederick’s,, when informed the gen- 
tleman.for whom he required was already ar- 


rived. 


It. was the firft time he had felt the wholé of 
his untoward predicament; and, inftead of 
alighting,, he began to whiftle the very tune 
which, 


bal ca ala a, aa TERE EE i tes M 
= as SEE ey 


FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENTS. 65 


which, of all others,! was ever the moft dif- 


cordant to the harmonic ear of his lady. 


The groom who patiently attended, holding. 
his own horfe by the bridle, was not in the 
leatt furprifed at this fudden tudecifion, becaufe 
fuch changes had frequently fallen under his 
obfervation ; but the merchant’s fervant, who 
refpeGifully waited on the ftep to receive the 
baronet’s commands, or condué&t him to 
the houfe, feeing he made no effort ei- 
ther to fpeak or alight, and being unaccuftomed 
to attend vifitors who only ftcpped at his mafter’s 
door to -whiille, coneluded the poor gentleman 
muft be infane, and probably would have turned 
back, if Sir Frederick had not motioned him to 
tay where he was, having juft then decided 
the following queftion, by which his few fenfes 
were before uccupied, ** whether it would not 
be better to return home and fend a written 
apology, than to face the purchafer of bis Weft- 
moreland eftate °?’? who, his confcience told 
him, might, if he pleafed, get rid of his en- 
gagement, having, by demanding back his 
daughter the preceding evening, himfelf com- 
mitted the firft breach in their contraa, 


A lucky thought occnrred—a lie muft be 
told! And what of that?-A_ lie, only fabri- 
cated 
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cated to reicus fame or fereen proper 3 
a fin of ne grecter magnitude, by comparifon, 
than a grain of fand to the mighty Alps, in 
his own, or in the catalogue of licenfed pri- 
vileges to noblemen, gentlemen, and others of a 
certain defcription ! 


A thoufand hes paffed in review before him, 
always. ready to do him cceafional fetvice: 
one only he retained—it was but a little one— 
tt neftled on his tongue, whilft the confederate 
lips covered it with a fmile; and his no longer 
reluctant fteps brought him to the awful pre- 
fence of that man who, in the prefent fituation 
of his finances, he would lefs willingly offend 
than his Maker ! 


Whatever pains it might have coft him to ap- 
pear unembarrafled, his gaiety felt a-momenta- 
ry check from the cold, not to fay ftern recep- 
tion, which met his advances, to that fort of 
condefcending familiarity which fuperiority of 
rank is apt to.confider grateful to the vanity of 
an inferior, Although fo ill-received by the 
merchant, that had Sir Frederick been obliged 
to forge, inftead of utter a falfehood, his confu- 
fion muft have totally overpowered his inven- 
tion ;—-but the lie was ready and out it came! 


«§ Dn 
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‘«¢ D—n me, if I did not expect tis!” faid he, 
with a mortified air, dropping the hand which 
had been fcornfully rejected——** Wall you hear 
my defence ?” 


*¢ J intended, Sir, to have fpared you the 
trouble of coming to me, by attending you this 
morning at your own houfe; and laft night fig- 
nified my intentions to your daughter-in-law, 
Lady Ann, who, by your authority, came to de- 
mand the return of Mifs Ifleworth, contrary to 
the /pirit and meaning of our late agreement. 


‘© The devil take me, Curry, if that epitome 
of all fin and. wickednefs ever kicked up a row 
in your family by my authority! Thereis but 
one greater fool in the world than Arthur’s 
wife, and that is my own./—between them they 
hatched this curfed fcheme to fet us at variance. 
My good friend, it could only have been baf- 
fled by your prudence,who moft cleverly jockey 
ed them by holding the reins fo tight that they 
could not get at the poney. It is to return my. 
thanks for your care of my daughter—to vindi- 
cate myfelf, by telling the exact truth—and to 
expofe the trick which has been played me, that 
Twait'upon youat this early hour==1 declare to 
God Lhave not been in bed all night!” 


Frivolous 
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Frivolous and contemptible as the addrefs, 
miode, and manners of his wajd’s hufband was 
ever'confidered by the refpelable patron of 
Mifs Ifleworth, that very refpe@ability, the 
growth of honour, integrity, and candour, 
which marked his chara@er, was the ftraight 
path by which credulity made its way to the 
precinéts of his better underftanding, and there 
eftablifhed the moft implicit faith as to the ba- 
ronet’s veracity.—Hle pitied his folly, abhorred 
his vices ; but that a dying fpirit fhould take pof- 
feflion of any human being who had to fupport 


the dignity of a gentleman, never entered into 
his imagination, 


So much for the merchant’s circum{cribed 


knowledge of modern gentlemen, modern dignity, 
and mod-rn indulgences, 


Sir Frederick’s vivacity, as if dependent on 
the fmile or frown of his monied friend, rekind- 
‘led with the good humour which now banifhed 
all referve from his own countenance - no 
more was fatd of the breach in their agreement, 
which had been made by the ladies without bis 
concurréince—the next day was appointed for 
the meeting of their feveral conveyancers, to 
finally adjuit the purchafe, 


Before 
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Before they parted, the baronet told the mer- 
chant in confidence, that without acquainting 
his family what were his intentions, the mo- 
ment the bufinefs with him was concluded, he 
fhould fet out for his borough, to which he 
could not be returned under five thoufand 
pounds, being ftoutly oppofed by two can- 
didates—one from the eait, with Fortunatus’s 
purfe in his poffeffion—the other a miuifterial 
man, to whom all the treafury avenues were 
thrown open. 


Mr. Curry would have perfuaded Sir Fre- 
detick from his hazardous proje@&, yet felt 
very little difappointment at finding his 
counfel rejected, well knowing, that in the 
way to ruin there was more roads than one, 
and that no human forefight could bar them 
all againft the wild ‘career of fools and mad- 
men. 
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CHAP. x; 


WHAT MAY HAPPEN, 


Wueruer from fimilarity of tafte, con- 
catenation of events, or emulation in the fcience 
of fquandering, it fo happened, that as Sir 
Frederick flowly walked his horfe through 
Fleet-ftreet, the felf fame ornamented watch 
which, by the wary owner’s want of faith fo 
marveloufly efcaped the grafp of Lady Ifleworth, 
infpired him with like eagernefs to become its 
poffeffor. It was an offering at the fhrine of 
beauty, which would not have difgraced Mark 
Anthony to prefent, or the Queen of Egypt 
to accept: but, whilft he is bearing it in tri- 
umph to the fair hands of Mrs. Snug, his lady is 
no lefs bufily employing herfelf at home in pro- 
viding for her own intereft; and though they 
take different ways, it will bring them exadly 
to the fame pointat /a/?. 


Unable to fleep, from the variety of cogita- 
tions which took poffeffion of her héad, as the 
refigned 
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refigned it to her pillow, fome of the moft bril- 
liant, others of the moft perplexing tendency, fhe 
ftarted from her bed, and, without difturbing 
any part of the family, wrapped in a long flannel 
drefling-gown, fat down before her toilet. 


In her calculation of having the jewels 
borrowed from Bateman re-copied by Dovy, 
fhe forgot to eftimate how long it muft un- 
avoidably be before they were ready for de= 
livery, nor had, till that morning, beftowed 
one thought on the fatal confequence inevita- 
bly attending her breach of promife, fhould 
fhe fail to reftore them at the given time— 
no lefs than a difclofure, from the exafpera- 
ted guardian, of many little myfterious dealings 
between them, hitherto fo well concealed 
from alt eyes and ears but their own. 


Something muft be done to prevent this 
threatened difafter ; and no better occurred than 
to impofe on him the firf copy, inftead of 
waiting for a fecond, hecaufe a more exact 
refemblance it was impoflible to procure: 
therefore, giving every gem a flight bruth, and 
one by one depofiting them in the purpofely 
referved cafket, from whence, a few hours 
before, fhe had purloined their valuable pro- 
totype, fhe rang for her woman~ordered a 
hackney 
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hackney-coach huddled on her cloaths—drew 
a trick veil over her face —and, whilft her huf- 
band was outraging truth with one guardian, 
fhe as induftrioufly fet forward to commit an 
impofition on the other. 


Being told by the girl who opened the door 
“* that her mafter was de/pard bad, and that a 
doctor was fent for,”’ her ladyfhip infifted on 
going to his chamber, where fhe found him in 
a high fever, probably the fruits of a ong night’s 
refleGtton on the imprudence of his having truft- 


ed her with the cafket fhe now came to reftore. 


«¢ Have you brought them back?” cried the 
fick man, eagerly, fixing his inflamed eyes on 
thofe of his ward, as fhe placed herfelf by the 
fide of his bed on an iron cheft, filled with mo- 
ney and fecurities—‘* Have you brought my 


jewels ?” 


‘¢ Here they a// are fafe and found, my dear 
Sir,” prefenting the agate gold-mounted repo- 
fitory which fbould have contained them, and 
which his burning trembling hands grafped at, 
as a hawk bounces on its prey. 


‘¢ Thank you—thank you!” muttered he, 
lifting up the lid, ** Yes, I fee they are right 
—very 
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——very right !—-and I thank you with all-my 
heart !” 


** Where would you have me beftow them ?” 
afked her ladythip; ** for, alas! my good Mr. 
Bateman, I fear you are too ill to difpofe of 
them with your own hands!” 


** No, my child!” faid he, I will not trou- 
ble you farther; they fhall repofe with me be- 
tween the fheets till I get up, which will be 
very foon; for the fight of your Ladythip has 
done me fo much good, that now, taking my 
leave, I fhall lofe no time in putting on my 
cloaths, and going myfelf to tell the apot! hecary 
[ am recovered without his affiftance, for 
I neither like to take fis phyfic, or give 
him my money,— So good day! —good day!— 
Lhope Mifs Clarifla is well, and will foon get 
married to her noble admirer!” 


** Not exa&tly to him,” replied her } ladyfhip, 
with a {mile of importance ; ‘ Icame with your 
jewels thus early, to tell you that??—-e- 


Any other time, my lady,” impatiently in- 
terrupting her intended communication, © he 
will be here prefently if I do not ttop him !-. 
Any other time time I fhall be glad to fee your 
, E ladythip, 
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ladyfhip, and to hear you talk upon the buf- 


nete.!’ 


Lady Ieworth, thus limited to time and 
filence, withdrew from the fick man’s apart- 
ment, fufficiently fatisfied at having left be- 
hind her what would have been his death in- 
ftead of cure, had he fufpedted the impofition 5 
but of that there was now no chance, well 
knowing he would lock up the cafket with 
other fimilar treafures, in his iron cheft, the 
moment fhe turned her back, where, fubje@ 
to no re-examination of the contents, fhe was 
pofitive it would lie dormant till the final of 
what fhe could not but forefee muft end in a 


very intricate adjultment. 


The préfeit moment was always that of her 
ladyfhip’s care, and doatage ever provided for 
to her very beft abilities; but fhe treated the 
future with the fame negligence beftowed on 
the. younger branches of her family, that is, 
fhe made no provifion for either. 


Bateman might live many years, at leaft 
fhe faw no danger from his immediate indif- 
pofition ; it was only Ais death, and the con- 
fequence of her private affairs falling, into other 
hands, that could poffibly diftrefs her. 
Even 
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Even againft this evil, fortune might yet be. 
friend her in’ providing expedients; fhe may, 
by a few lucky faros, prevent the practifed 
impofition from being brought to light, by a 
timely exchange of the true for the falle jew- 
els ;—Sir Frederick may die—or the word may 
come to an end, 


CHAP. XL 


COMMON OCCURRENCES, 


R EGULARITY being no diftingufhing fea- 
ture in the domeftic arrangements of her la~ 
dyfhip’s family, fhe was not furprifed at her 
return home, to find the principal members 
all difperfed, fome one way, fome another 
-—breakfaft, untouched, {till on the table, and 
no body to open the door or anfwer queftions 
but her own woman. 


With her the immediately proceeded to the 
drcfling-room, where, having paid all devoti- 
onal attention to her perfonal adornment, fhe 


E 2 gave 
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gave Harris direticns to pack up certain of her 
worn-out dreffes, and fend themto Mrs. Trot- 
ter, to whom fhe addreffed the following lines, 
whilft the diflatished Abigail was obeying her 
commands with the moft grudging reluc- 
tance, 


“* Mrs. Trotter, 

“fT think it very ftrange that Arabella and 
Matilda fhould be in the condition you re- 
prefent, when you know I put them fo wel/ 
cloathed, fo much like children of the fir? 
fafhion,. under your tuition! There muit | 
have been fome monftrous mifmanagement, 
but were, 1 have not Jeifure juft now to ex- 
€ amine ! 
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“fit is impoffible Sir Frederick fhould be 
able to maintain ail his-family in luxuries ; 
for at this time he has aneftablifhment to form 
for their eldeft brother, who, having made 
the moft fortunate alliance witha young lady of 
“¢ quality, our whole attention would be entire- 
** ly fixed on him, if it was not that we are 
** equally bound to’ provide for Mifs Ifleworth 
** fuch an appearance as is fuitable to her prof- 
“* pets in marriage, which are infinitely more 
** brilliant than even thofe of our fon Ar- 
«€ thur! 
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** As to the two little ones, we do not pros 
vide from them half fo well as for thofe un- 
“der your care—they have ouly a nurfery- 
“maid, and are kept at very little expence as 
“* ta cloaths; yet I hear no complaints that 
“any thing wears out, or that they out-srow 
“any thing. Mifs Ileworth fometimes hears 
** them their leffons; but, when fhe is lifted 
** to a very confpicious rank-in the peerage that 
** will be over; nor can my own woman attend 
“to them then as fhe does now, my bufinefs 
** being fufficient to find her employment: for 
‘* which reafons, when FE recall Arabelia 


&% 


“and Matilda, I fhall fend you Diana anc: 


6* Stella.. 


“‘In the mean time; you will turn what { 
“convey from my own wardrobe to the beft 


** poflible dreffes for the young ladies. As ta. 


*¢ fhoes,. ftockings, and fuch like plebeian con- 
** fiderations.—-I_ am at a lofs to give dire@- 
** ions.——I fuppofe there are fhoe-makers and 
“* ftocking-wavers in every little pretty village, 
** where, if you cannot fit them, they muft go 
“* without.—People of conditionare the lat in 
** the world to know any thing of thefe mat- 
ef fers 
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§* Sir Frederick wil] fend you a’b 


ill as foon 
** as our own affairs are fettled ; 


but IT am 
** forry to hear your parfon is fo poor as to 


“require our affiflfnce. I know the gencral 


th “* cry is about the dearnefs of provifions— for 
I 


| ** my part I know no difference. Mutton, at 
i ** a parfon’s table, is mighty wholefome food-— 
it 
| 


‘4 ** and mutton, I am fure, mutt be remarkaby 


** cheap, for I faw many hundred fheep as [ 
** went out to air the other morning — indeed 
** the road was quiie full of them, 


“* Your apprehenfions as to the girls form- 
*‘ ing improper conne@tions may be prudent, 
“yet they are perfe@ly ridiculous. Upon my 
** word, good woman, you might as well have 
** fuppofed Lady Ifeworth would enter into an 
*€ amour with your hufband, as that Lady Ifle- 
“* worth’s daughters fhould bend their exalted 
“rank in fociety to a level with ‘any thing fo 
** pitiful as the fon of a dirty farmer, or the 


“clerk of your village attorney. I laugh at 


| ** your folly, but defire it may not be repeat- 


66 od, 


“¢ Tell Ifabella I am much pleafed. with 
‘her letter, but have not 
When I order them to town, 
** you may depend on my fending Diana and 
86 Stela 


leifure to an- 
*6 fwer it. 
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** Ste/ja to fill up the vacancy their abfence 


é¢ will make in your houfehold, with exaCtly 
sé the fame {ripe nd as we have give *n you with the 
love to the gil ris: !—Litat 


3) 


“* other two. 
é¢ all that you have written concerning them in 
** good part, + cesdieidtenaice aan abfurd. con- 


és. jeGtures,, and yemain your friend, 
<* i IsLEWORTH.’ 


Tt may be neceflary for the editor to obferve, 
that of the fix younger eeldkes entailed upon 
the houfe of Ifleworth atthe time when Clarifia 
was taken home, only three furvived!—Hea- 
ven, in mercy, took the other three to itfelf! 
Diana feven, and Stella fix years-old, one might 
have faid, were born out of feafon, fuppofing any 
time or feafon to have been marked by the fin- 
aer of prudence on the calendar of their impro- 
erat? parents ;. but, as it was, one feafon was: 


quite as good as another. 


Lady Ifleleworth had but jut finifhed and 
fealed her difpatches to Mrs. Trotter, when 
Lady Ann ruthed into her apartment, exciaiming, 
with an air of confummate levity, °° Where-do 
youthink | have been this morning ?’” 


4: “ T cannot 
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“* I cannot guefs,”’ replied her ladyfhip. 


“ Then, my pretty mama, T muf? tell you !— 
HN Oh, he is the moft divine man inthe world !?? 


** Do you mean Arthur ?” 


’ 


“¢ Nothing is farther from my meaning! for, 
aa though he can hear and /peak, he can do nothing 
| | | elfe.—But the idol of my idolatry, though deaf 
i and dumb, can look into futurity |! and, oh 
ah dear! “he has told me fuch wonderful things |?’ 


**T now comprehend you, my dear!——-Haye 
you really been to confult the conjur or, whofe 
refidence is fo far off as the Old Bailey ?” 


) ‘* Yes, really andtruly !? 
ry 
re | s¢ And unattended *”? 
ay \ 
| 
‘© Totally unattended !” 


Her ladythip, onthis crofs-examination, made 
a palpable miftake, having forgot that fhe had 
os | | been efcorted thither by Lord Clarence. 


*° T with you fhould have entrufted me with the 
| plan of your fecret expedition,” {aid the mo- 


ther 
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hero f Arthur, ** that I.might have added ano. 
ther to his levee ;— there is nothing! delightin 
fo much as fortune-tellers! But what did he: 


{> 


fay ?—vyou mutt tell me that at leatt 


‘© Why, he | faid I fhould be twice.a. wife,, 


without being once a widow ie 


‘¢ Stop ! let me confider—that it is certainly 
not only very probable but very neceffary! for, 
as you were married to. Arthur by a black- 
fmith, I have often thought it right that the ce- 
remony fhould be performed again. by a regu- 
[ar parfon.”? 


** Not for the univerfe !—the dear little fiery. 
faced Cyclops isparfan enough for my occa- 
fions. If my next hufband bas more intereft or 
more money than my firf?, 1 willtry to promote 
this fmutty-fingered agent of. the c hurch from 
his forge and his hammer, to the principal re- 
fidence of the great-high prieft at Lambeth |”? 


“* Hlowever happy, my fon-cannot but fec} 
himfelf for your grateful effufions towards the 
perfou. who, united him to your ladyfhip, he 
muft tranflate the predi&ion of your dumb 
or acleas do, or he will haveno reafon to be 


E5 fatisied-—» 
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| fatished—otherwife, how, in the name of won- 
der, can you be twice marricd, and not once a 
widow !” 


“* Such things are !”” replied Lady Ann, laugh-: 
ing ; ‘‘and whether Arthur isfatished or difla- 
tished, J believe in the man with aff my heart, 
I and the thing is certain |” 


C HA Bi Site 


FAMILIAR LECTURES ON THE FALLACY 
OF APPEARANCES. 


€¢ 

Dw you afk information concerning your 
father??? continued Lady Ifleworth, in that 
queftion forgetting the terrible prognoftic of 
| her fon’s difgrace. 


19? 


«© 'To be fure I did, my pretty mama 


« Well, my dear, and what did he tell 
your” | 


hh Exa &ly 
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«6 Exa@ly what 1 knew before—that he was. 
as ftubborn as a mule—as 4 varactous as a mifer 
—as mifchievous as a monkey—-and as impene- 


trable as adamant!” 
x . a ke ke Oe 
‘¢ What, no-hopes of a reconciliation ! 


‘© Not a glimmering of hope !—his lordfhip 
«s to have a male heir, and I:am to be cut. off. 


from the inheritance.!”? ' 


‘¢ What an unfortunate circumftance !”- 


‘s Well, now, I) declare it gives me’ no 
manner of ‘uneafinefs!—it is juff in unifon 
with my expeCtations!”’ 

‘© Oh, how: T-envy: your never: failing fpi- 
rits!—-indeed you have little reafon to be caft 
down. But,.my dear Lady Ann, though rich- 
es are no obje& to the family you honour with 
your alliance, yet it would certainly pleafe 
Sir Frederick to have feen you on goad terms 
with Lord Benvour.” 


‘© That would be fomething extremely novg/,”” 
replied her ladyfhip ; *¢ for, during his long life 
and my fhort one, we never have been on good 
termss. When I was a-child, he concerned 
himfelf 
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himfelf as little about me, as, fince the com- 
, Mencement of womanhood, I have troubled 
myfelf, to confult his fancies.” 


** Well, I do with,” repeated Lady {fle- 
worth, after a paufe, “* you had told me where 
you was going this morning !—I have a hun- 
dred queftions to afk about Clariffa, and I mutt 
fee your deaf and dumb friend, thar is pofi- 
tive |”? 


“* About Clariffa!”? retorted Lady Ann, 
** tell me whaf is it you want to know about 
Clariffa, and I will condu@ you to him, either 
now, this evening, or to-morrow : difguifed 
like fervants, we may roll away ina hackney- 
coach—confult the old gentleman—return withe 
out being miffed—and no body the wifer,— 
but, obferve, I muft know the fecret before 
hand.” 


Lady Hleworth happened to be in poffeffion 
of a fecret which, fince the laft night, when 
the privately fpoke afew words to Lord Cla- 
rence at her ball, ‘had been nibbling its paflage 
from her heart to her Jips,'and from thence 
would have repofed: on the ear of Lady Ann, 
if, at the fame>moment, the entrance of a 


fage 
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foge perfon, denominated the houfe fteward, 
had not impeded its progrefs. 


<¢ What are we to do, my Lady ?” faid this 
important purveyor of difmantled affluence ; 
‘* here is another execution. fent in, for re- 
pairs doné at Shuttlecock Abbey !—the fel- 
lows have feized on every thing below, and 
would hardly give me time to acquaint your 
Ladyfhip that they are coming to your Lady- 


a 
a 


wip’s drefling-room, tolay hands on your Lady- 
fhip’s jewels,” 


y 
2 
a 


‘¢ Let them come !” -faid her ladyfhip, witlr 
an. indefinable fmile of defiance—** You and 
I, my dear, will retire to another apartment,” 
fpeaking to Lady Ann; ‘it is a frightful thing 
that fuch wretches are permitted to difturb our 
tranquillity |” 

Were it cuftomary to depifture the imps 
of fatan under the form of youth and beauty, 
the malicious grin with which Lady Ann fol- 
lowed the ftately fteps of her mother-in-law 
to a diftant. chamber, might have entitled her 
to the honour of’a fitting ; and no fooner 
were they alone than the fportive .mifchief 
found a vent more unequivocal, and fhe faid, 


itretching her fine figure at full length on the 
fofa, 
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fofa, which, bya few iteps, fhe reached before 
Lady Ifleworth— 


‘¢ My pretty mama, pray folve me-this rid- 
dle — How ean there be fuch abundance of rich- 
es where there are fuch an abundance of exes 
cutions ?—one- yefterday, one to-day, and to- 


{?? 


morrow perhaps they may come. in couples 


lady Hfleworth looked a little graye, drew 
up her head, and declared fhe did not quite 


comprehend her. ladyfaip’s meaning, 


“¢ Why, my dear Madam,” contiuned Lady 


Ann, with ill-natured archnefs, ** did you not 


tell me, a few. minutes ago, that riches were no 
objeG to Sir Frederick’? and yet, by what has 
appeared, he feems fometimes to be incom- 


moded by a want of them!” 


“*. Appearances and feemings are never. to be 
truited,” faid her ladyfhip: ** your error is na- 
tural enough—it is alfo pardonable—as being 
the firft inftance you have given me of inexperi- 
ence, which a greater knowledge of. the world, 
when I have eftablifhed you in a houfe of your 
own, muft wear away off itfelf;—you will then 
underftand that people of rank are the originals 
of, perfe& economy. It is not our fyftem, Lady 
Ann, 
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Ann, to difplay our riches. before the eyes of 
dependent wretches; we only force the canail/e 
to exact payment, becaufe we with they 
fhould fink. us poor, and becaufe we with.to 
be talked. of like offer people of rank, whofe 
greate(t confequence, undoubtedly, proceeds 
from.the ftyle of affluence they are able to 
fupport. If it were not for our debts, pray, 
can you inform me how it would be poffible to 


decide for the palm of vitory where there ar 


i$) 


fo many fplendid competitors ?” 


would give it to the greatef fquanderer, upon 


proof {” 


cé Oh dear I ~yes -—if ke were umpire it 


“© Well, my dear, and°there is no other 
way of afcertaining fuch evidence on proof, 
except by the number and magnitude of the 
debts we contraét.—One thoufand pounds on 
our tradefmen’s books, as you will find here- 
after, goes farther in building a reputation. for 
expence, than ten thoufand difburfed by the 
vulgar rule of laying them down on every -pal- 
try occafion, What one owes, remains to thew. 
how one has lived—what is fpent, nobody re-. 
mempbers |”? 


(us 
th( 
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“« ‘Then, my pretty mama,’ cried the gay 
pupil of this madern philofophy, laughing with- 
eut reftraint, **if I am to meafure the intrin- 
fic value of the family to which Jam: admitted 
an honorary member, by the number of their 
bouk-debts, | am fure Arthur’s papa muft be 
even richer than my own ! and # Sir Frede- 
rick would but take the trouble of explaining 
this delightful myftery, it may not be #oo late to 
epén his lordfhip’s eyes to the. prudence of my 
haity alliance .with the fplendid houfe of Ifle- 
worth. -—Suppofe you make him try the expe- 


i 


riment? LE he will not-do this, how ts. Lord 
Benvour to be undeczived?—when I myfelf, 
but for your Ladyfhip’s communications, fhould 
ever have continued in the error of believing 
that great debts:and great poverty are infepera- 


ble companions.” 


** Nobody,” thundered out Sir Frederick as 


fans ceremony. he broke in upon the interefting 


tite-d-tite, ** nobody, Madam, in this houfe, 
fhall prefume to talk of my debts and my po- 
verty !—~d—n if they  fhall!”? 


Lady Ann only fmiled in his face, curtfey- 
ing with an air of profound ridicule, retired 
from his enraged prefence. 
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Lady Ifleworth began to upbraid the incivi- 
lity of his addrefs on all occafions, as well as 
on the prefeat, tothe moft charming of women ; 
but her reproaches were interrupted by this. 
fhort queftionm 


<¢ Have you any money ?” 


<¢ Me money! how could fuch an idea en- 
ter your head, Sir Frederick ?” 


“© Becaufe laft night Lfaw you punting, with 


half a peck of gold before you !” 


“© Well, Sir, had it been a peck, or a bufh- 
el, it would have gone exaatly the fame way.— 
I am -no more anfwerable for the caprices of 
fortune than for the cruelty of our conduét to- 
the daughter of Lord Benvour, who, but for my 
indulgence, would finda mighty comfortable 


home under your roof!” 


Stamping his feet on the floor, he vehe- 
mently fwore, ‘ that if fhe perfifted in 
naming that eternal jilt, he would” 


s¢ What would you do ?”? fhe replied.— 


¢¢ Arthur is married, and the wife of Arthur 


you fhould learn to refpe&.”” 


66 No, 


“No, by G—! I will never refpe& her! he 
cried; ‘fhe has ruined Arthur !—fhedid not 
bring him a fhiliing lebut, under your tutorage, 
j il would fquander millions |—A dog! he deferves 
ae his fate /—But poor Clariffa! it is d—-d hard her 
it profpeés thould be blafted by the coquetry of 
{ her flirting ladyfhip ! 
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| : “ Really Ido not underftand you, Sir Fre- 
Hi} derick !7? 


| ** Curfed. ftupidity! You. pretend not to 
know, that to the arts.of your brimftone daugh- 
ter-in-law we owe the defertion of Lord Cla- 
rence |” 


“* From any fich monftrous imp utations I 
ih acquit Lady Ann,” faid the wife of his bofom ; 
i “* foe is perfeétly innocent of what you call Lord 
a | f Clarence’s difertion,, but which J,” raifing her 
voice to an extraordinary pitch,” §* denomi- 
nate the moift difintercfted friendthip !” 


“6 I hate fuch ftuff!—fuch canting? —fuch 
il d—d nonfenfe! ‘ell me, if you can, whether 
friend {hip or honour made him renounce our alli- 
ance fo publicly laft night? 1 am inclined to 
blow his brains out,, for exhibiting me as the butt 


ot 
ei 
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of ridicule toa fet of flarving, twittering, danc- 


eae 
ing devils ! 


‘¢ Moderate your tranfports, Sir Frederick, 
or poffitively 1 am filent.”? This threat being 
uttered with fuch a fimpering joy-illumined 
countenance, gained fome poriton of his atten- 
tion, and he emphatically demanded, ‘* whe- 
ther fhe had any private reafons by which fhe 
could exculpate Clariffa’s lover from. the charge 
of unfaithfulnefs?. We all. know,”  faid hes 
‘that you fpoke apart tohim, and perhaps he 
explained himfelf to your fatisfaction !” | 


‘¢ Infinitely to. my fatisfa€tion 1” 


‘Then, by G=, he muft fulfil his engage- 


ments |” 

«s He means to do us, Sir Frederick, a much 
greater honour than to fulfil them in his own 
perfon! Lord Clarence’s motive for not mar- 
rying your daughter, doating on her, ashe does, 
to diftraGtion, is noble, difinterefted,, and pa- 
thetic |?’ 


OT Al oe 
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CH ASP 


ItOQW WE CAME THERE. 


Prior to the baronet’s intrufion on his wife’s 
privacy, and to the total demolition ef a very 
edifying converfation,, he was informed 
by his domeftics, that the troublefome vifitors 
who, the preceding day, had been expelled the 
houfe, were returned‘ona fimilar errand ; but 
this intelligence no farther difcompofed the’har- 
mony towhich his difpofition was attuned'by 
half an hour’s lounge in ——ftreet, whilft 
Captain Snug was dreaming of preferment, than 
merely to make him curfe all brickmakers, ma- 
fons, painters, and carpenters, but moft of aly 
the crazy old abbey, on which, fifteen years ago, 
he contracted a debt of fifteen hundred pounds ; 

and to thofe rafcally artificers he had given his 

bond, who, after afking fifteen hundred 

times fortheir money, audacioufly and hottile- 

ly entered the town. premifes, having heard of 

the 
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the good fnecefs attending the firft execui- 


tion. 


Sir Frederick ex amined the contents of his 
pocket-book, wherehe found enough to fend 
away the executioners, except thirty pounds 3 
and without knowing how it was pofiible his 
wite fhould have fuch a fum in her poffeflion, 
he determined at all events to make the demand : 
but, ftopping at the door of her apartment, where 
his car caught the words debt and poverty, as pro= 
nounced by Lady Ann, his placidity gave way to 
pailion of the moft outrageous defcription, and 
drove her ladythip from the field, vowing to re- 
-venge herfelf on the whole race of Ifleworths. 


How to get rid of the unbidden gueft who 
had fuperceded him in the mafterfhip of his own 
goods and chrttels, or rather, how to raife the 
deficient thirty pounds, mingled with the curi- 
ofity of Sir Frederick fuch a portionof bewil- 
dering cogitations (for thought it certainly was 
not), that inftead of liftening to his lady’s pane- 
gyric on Lord Clarence, he bad her firft pro- 
duce her purfe, where, finding only ten 
guineas, the having, by flight of hand, dexteri- 
roufly releafed ten times ten in Managing the 
fliders, asfhe relu€tantly drew it from her pock- 
et, he farther required that fhe thould borrow, 


from 
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from among her fervants, the other nineteen 
pounds ten fhillings, and without fwearing one 
oath, declared upon his honour, he would put 
a thoufand pounds into her ‘hands the follow- 


ing day. : 


There happened to be fo much good logic in 
this laft argument, that, without contending, 
fhe flew to execute his commands; but, be- 
ing aware, that where nothing is paid nothing 
can be faved, without referring to her domeftics, 
fhe returnedin ten minutes, and delivered the 
exact fum into the open palm of Sir Frederick, 
who faid, asit clofed upon the prize— 


‘* This isthe effe& of your extravagance, 
Madam! However I may want money, your 
fervants have enough of it!-Their wages are 
too great! -reduce them one half—and I?ll be 
d—d, even then, if they are not able, at the 
end of the year, to count guineas with their maf- 
ter!” 


**Go !”? faid her ladyfhip, as he left the room, 
to get ridof the leeches which peftered him— 
** Go, and let me hear no more of thefe def- 
picable wretches !” 


Whether, 
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a3 ; 


Whether, by defpicable wretches fhe meant 
her duns or her domeflies, hasnever been rightly 
underftood; but, having, difparched the for- 
mer, Sir Frederick-came back in hafie, to en- 
quire upon what grounds fhe formed an opin- 
on fo favourable to the intentions of Lord 
Clarence. 


‘¢ Jfhe is not tomarry Clariffa,” he, **. for 
which of his good qualities is it that you juft 
now called him ncb/e and difinterefied ?” 


*¢ Becaufe,” replied her ladyfhip, ‘*. he ts 
willing to facrifice his own tender feelings to 
the excrufive agonics of a lefs fortunate friend.” 


‘¢ What? the fellow would make love by ap- 
pointing a fubftitute, I fuppofe!” 


“« And ifthe fubftitute happenedte be of a 
fuperior rank, fuperior fortune, fuperior every 
thing, where could poflibly be your objeCtion? 
—For inftance, you very naturally defire to fee 
your daughter a countefs, and would it not be 
ftill better if you could fee her a_dutchefs ?” 


66 Oh, 
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** Are you mad??? exclaimed the baronet. 


** Oh, how pathetic is the duke’s fituation !” 
the continued, without endeavouring to clear 
herfelf from the charge of infanity, 


———-———"* He never told his love, 
“« But let concealment, like a worm i” the bud, 


pe Dreet ie ee 


“On the devil !” roared out Sir Frederick, 
—‘* Tell me, without all this dawd palavering, 
what Clarence has been faying to. you?—what 
duke has turned your brain ?—-and what?? —_—-= 


*¢ Your paflions fo tumultuous,” interrupt- 
ed Lady Ifleworth, in her turn, °* asewitnefg—— 
your conduét tothat fweet dear creature Lady 
Ann, whom you fo falfely accufe of having 
ruined Arthur, and deftroyed the profpeéts of 
Clariffa—that unlefs you promife an additional 
thoufand to-morrow for fer accommodation, 
and to fix her uJtimate eftablifhment, you fthall 
hear no more of his Grace. or of his Grace’s 


intentions.’ 


“¢ Prove the fad /—Ifit be worth a thoufand 
pounds our odds are even—you fhall have twe 
thoufand, or you fhall have nothing!” 


‘6 You 


ee » 
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** You.are a peifec&t Jew in your dealings,”’ 
faid fhe; ** but ltake your bett—and now lif- 
tén 1’ 


** When Lord Clarence drew me afide from 
the company, he declared, ia the moft delicate, 
but diftrefling confufion, that to preferve the 
life of his friend, the Duke of Bilberry, and 
with aview to Mifs Ifleworth’s greater ad- 
vancement he mutt forego his own happincfs | 
‘His Grace,” he faid, “ hearing the repor, 
of hisapproaching marriage with Clariffa, had 
honoured him with a vifit that very evening, 
which detained him until fo latean hour from 
my party, torn,” as he fadly faid, ‘* between 
the agitating extremes of being miferable him- 
felf, or occafioning the death of another, the 
poor duke having {worn to become his own ex- 
ecutioner, if77——— 


** This would be a d—d lucky ftroke ° in-. 
deed!” cried the baronet, interrupting his Ia- 
dy, betweem whom there feemed to have 
been divided, in exa@ proportion, from their 
firft fetting out in life, all the riches of credu- 
lity with which theie patron Folly could endow 
them, from her ftore-houfe of day-dreams.— 
‘© The devil fetch me,” continued Sir Frede- 
rick, if I did not’always think his Grace-had a 


‘ 


I particular 
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particular look towards my houfe whenever he 
pafied it.in his fandam !—fo now themurder is 


out !?? 


** Remember,” faidthe fair partner of his 
exultation, ““‘ whom you are to thank’for this 
y 


Sood fortune: 


if L had not laft fummer, taken 


‘Clariffa to fee Bilberry-caftle, and to throw her 


in the way ofthe duke when! knew he was at 
home, this thing never could have happened.” 


Sir ‘Frederick, burfting into aloud laugh, 


-seminded her ladyfhip, that, though at home, 


the duke didnot fhew himfelf. 


** But he permitted us to walk over thé 
houfe,” the replied, ‘* and a@ually fell in love 
with Clariffa, by following her foot-fteps un- 


obferved.”? 


*¢ Who told you fo ?” 


‘¢ Lord Clarence has declaredit . 


99 


«< Clarence has fhewn himfelf an honeft fel- 
low !=-What he fays may be true, otherwife I 
fhould have thought my.weight in parliament to 
have been the more oftenfible foundation of 
this fudden love affair. When does he mean to 


make 
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make his own propofals? To-morrow, by 
G-——! 1] muft vifit my borough, and fhould be 
glad we underftood each other, that I may 
know fawke from buzzurd before | meet my 
conftituents (7? 


Lady Ann, at this critical moment, foftly 
opening the door, juft fhewed her fmiling 
face within it, and for once, as fhe expe@ed, 
was not encountered by a frown from the 
brow of Arthur’s papa, who, in his prefent 
ecftacy, might not even have difcovered her 
attempt at an entré fo mal-apropas, if her prete 
éy wnamma had not exclaimed— 


** [leave us, for & moment, my dear crea- 
‘gure l=the inftant I have finithed with Sir Frede-« 
vick I willcome to you.” 


Lady Ann’s intrufion having no other end 
tor its motive than to fee, at one glance, how 
-her plans were advancing, retired, in full pof= 
fefion of the ultimatum of her impatient withes. 
“* Fools!” faid fhe in a whifper, ** how de- 
lightfully [have fent you hunting after impof- 
fibilities 1” y 

** When,” repeated Sit. Fredetick, * will 
the duke fpeak fpeak out ?” 

F 2 *¢ Not 
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Not till you are gazetted, my dear |” 

<* Upon Jeu foul, then,’ he replied, ** the 
time is not far off ! for; dn me! if between 
yourfelf, “ your fon, 


7 


daughter-in- 
Jaw, I do not every day exped to fee my name 
sie in the [ft of bankrupts !?? 


and your 


Full of ridieulous grimace, between levity 
and wtestecciies fhe cong: ee him on the 
glory of his Prokeens, by the title of his Lord- 
jane! In politenefs to the ladies of your fa- 
mily,”’ faid fhe, ** you are already a bankrupt, 
wl hich will very ill accord with your growing 
nobility 1 know of no other poverty but what 
arifes out of your own ideas—The Duke of 
Bilberry is all goodnefs !--he will firtt get you 


created, and, on the fame day, demand -the 


hand of your fortunate daughter,” She was 
interrupted by the credulous baronet, fw earing, 
if fuch were his grace’s intentions, he had better 
marry firft, and he would wait ey the peerage. 

You will certainly go in with the next 
batchy my dear;—but the duke is proudly de- 
termined to fecure your gratitude, before he 
folicits your alliance. Lord Clarence felt that 
his awn condu@ required explanation, therefore 
trufted me with this grand fecret.—The duke 
muft never he told that his friend betrays his 
confi- 
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confidence ! Mean time, you have orly to 
fix’after which of yon eftates you will be na- 
med in the patent, and Clarence fays he will 
propofe it, as from himfelf, to the duke, whos 
when they are alone, can be brought to {peak 
en no other fubje@ than the beautiful Clariffa 
and her elegant family.” 


Monftrous colle&ion of abfiirdities |-Love 
fo little felfith as that relinguifhed by Lord 
Clarence in favour of a rival!—-Love fo vio- 
lent, yet fo vapidly paticnt as the Duke of 
Bilberry’s !—honours fo unfeught !—caution fo 
unneceflary !=-What an heterogeneous mixture 
of incongruous ingredients for fools to feed on! 
Sir Frederick, as complete a dupe as his la- 
dy, found no difficulty in chufing: his title, 
and her ladyfhip declared Baron Shuttlecock- 
‘would found vaftly novel !——Shuttlecock Ab- 
bey was the entailment on their fon Arthur, 
which,. from its newly repaired conditio:, 
feemed likely to give a permanent Support to 
many future barons, and was tudeed the only 
ene from whence Sir Frederick could properly 
derive his honours, a!l other of the ifleworth 
eftates being either gone or. going, 
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CO AaB i 


SPEAKETH FOR ITSELF. 


Wauarever Nature does for her chil- 
dren fhe works with the judgment of an ar- 
tift; the gives them the brilliant gem of beau- 
ty in the moft fimple fettings—endows them 
with mental graces, fhrouded in the veil of hu- 
mility ; and Clarifla Ifleworth the had delighted 
to form after her moft equifite model of perfon 
and mind, perhaps to compenfate for the caprice 
with which fhe deftined her to make her de- 
got under the care of parents who had no 
care for themfelves. Many of her choiceft. 
tenets, cultured by the early indefatigable la- 
bour of ftrangers, were {till retained—others the 
had forfeited! And who will expe@ a daugh- 
ter of Lady Ifleworth, after fo many years 
paficd in her diffipated circles, to be ail per- 

fe&t? What the had retained uncontaminated 

by example, was a modeft demeanour—fimpli- 

city of tafte—humility of heart—fweetnefs of 
difpofition—general philanthropy—and the moft 

lively affeCtion, wherever nature, gratitude, or 


her 
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her own fancy dire&ted.— What then could fhe 
have forfeited ?—The bloom of health—the 
fparkling vivacity of conftitutional fpirits—the 
compofure ofa contented mind—the felf-appro- 
bation which nettles in the bofom of unblemifh- 
ed re@itude—the art of refleQion—and the 
practice, though not the fubftance of’ piety. 


Agitated almoft to frenzy for the fate. of her 
imprudent parents,. when fhe caft them and 
herfelf on the mercy of her: early protector,. 
Clariffa could fee nothing but felicity, or be. 
fenfible to any emotion but tranfport, at the 
unhoped for. fuccefs of her. application. - The 
firft day of her emancipation from the toils of 
of pleafurable purfuits, which fhe had exchanged 
for the more rational. enjoyment of domeftic 
comforts, appeared, through the medium of vi- 
vifying gratitude, by far the moft happy of her 
exiftence, and.for. more than a week fhe conti-. 
nued in.the fame opinions 


Amongft the chief bloffings of her prefent ft; 
tuation, the did not failto number her long de- 
fired releafe from the loathed addreffes of her 
noble admirer, particularly hateful on the fcore. 


of aprior attachment. 
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T’o the man, of all others, where concéal- 
ment on her part became criminal, fhe’ would 
have confefled the unfan@ioned engagements 
which love unchecked, paflions uncontrouled,had 
blindly hurried! her to contract, but was deter- 
red from purfuing the exa@ line of truth by the 
apprehenfive, rather than angry eountenance of 
her friend ; when firft fhe named Percival Bate- 
man to Mr. Curry, her candor failed, and the 
ficuck into the path of duplicity; acknow- 
Iédged a preference, but concealed that her lo- 
ver had, unknown to his father, taken a voyage 
from Hamburgh, to indulge himfelf with one 
interview, to receive her vows, and pledge his 
own of everlafting conftancy. 


Prior to the moment when, it might be re- 
membered, Clarifla ran in fuch hafte to fetch 
the fmelling bottle which was not wanted, nor 
even thought of after her efcape from obferva- 
tion, fhe had fully determined, if poffible, to 
procure Mr. Curry’s affent to allow one inter- 
view, contrary to the pichibition of her mother, 


Her letter on this cecafton, has already ap- 
peared in the eighteenth chapter, and wil] af- 
ford, by its contents, ftrong prefumptive proof, 
that had he then been indulgent to her wifhes, 
al referve would have vanifhed—~he would have 


{ pefle fled 
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pofleffed the fecret ; but he would have poffef 
fed it too late!—the fatal engagement was al- 

ready made! —Clariffa did not defire it fhould © 
be ever difannulled! But, feeling: that the had’ 
done amifs, the fighed for abfolution from hee 

father by adoption, being in defpair of obtain- 

ing it from. her natural parents; poor as they 

were, fhe knew their pride would never have 

fubmitted, even if old Bateman, tnftead of op- 

pofing, had folicitted their: alliaiice;. but, to 

combat both: with pride and. avarice in the 

extreme, our young people thought a too ar- 

duous undertaking ; for which reafon, in bind- 

themfelves to a future union, they confulted 

only their own inclinations. 


Here then evaporated the only two opportu=- 
nities which had feemed to prefent therifelves 
for the developement of that myfterious fecret, 
fo wearing to the confcience of Clariffla. In the 
firft attempt it was not her fault, but owing to 
the {tern honour of him to whom fhe would 
have confided it, that her intentions were de- 
feated ;—yet what fhall be faid of the fecond? 
only, that having forfaken the right road of can- 
dor, fhe could no more return to it, falfe fhame 
having clofed up all its avenues. 


BP 5 superfluous 
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uperfueus would be the swwoice of an an- 
» Who fhould call upon the young, the gay. 
the inexperienced, to turn back from the er- 
rors of difingenuoufnefs ;. what then would 
avail wife le&tures from the pen of a time- 
worn mortal, The example of good mothers 
mays \f human means can do it, effe@& a re- 
form; but againft the example of bad ones, 
to bring an hoft of arguments into the field; 
would be waging war without the hope of 3 


victory. 


ge} 


Novelty of fituation—the vivacity of ex- 
peflation, yet unknowing wfat to expe@, on 
the daily return of her benefaGtor from the 
grand mart of intelligence—the entertaining 
converfation of Mrs. St. Edmonds—and, above 
all, the leifure which retirement afforded for 
tender meditation, during the firft week of her 
Yeclufion, left no faculty in the mind of Cla- 
riffa by ae fatiety could enter. 


“© Oh, how charming!” would the exclaim, 
prefling the hand of Mrs, St. Edmonds, “ how 
enchanting, is the folitude of this earthly pa- 
radife !-May I always live in the prefence 
of thofe guardian angels who conduéted me 


hither !’? 


Did 
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Did Clariffa fpeak as fhe thottght ?——- 
Certainly fhe fpoke as. fhe then. thoughr, 
But that female who can anfwer for what 
her thoughts may be, is only the creature. 
of imagination, a rara-avis, which exifts no 
where but in the brain of lovers and poets. 


Having left town onthe Monday, Sunday 
kept at a decent: diftance—but it arrived: at 
laft; and Clariffa- attended her- affe€tionate 
protectors-to the parifhy church,. where, with: 
the purity of angels,.fhe might,.and wi/bed:to 
have lifted up her foul to the prefiding Deity ; 
but being unvirfed in any. other: form:than 
ttofe of a royal drawing-room, the found he =: 
felf ftrangely- puzzled for fuirable” anfwers in 
the court of her God. 


Turning to Mrs. St. Edmonds, after confu- 
fedly fearching for the proper pfalms from the: 
firft to the laft page in the prayer-book,. put 
into her hand by that good lady, required her 
affiftance, with a blush of fhame fo confcious, 
yet fo beautiful, as muft-have convinced alefs 
prejudiced obferver, that: in her ignorance 
there was no mixture of impiety, and that 
her mind was devout, although her manners 
were uninformed, 
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“6 AND TEACH THE YOUNG IDEA How To 
SHOOT.” 


gus HE motto of our chapter became really 
the tafk of Mrs. St. Edmonds; for though her 
pupil had attained almoft the ftage of woman- 
hood, fhe knew as little of domeftic economy as 
ef devotional practice, and as Jittle of either as 
the new born infant knows of philofophy. 


Both Mr. Curry and his fifter poffeffed the 
happy art of conveying inftruGion, without 
making the obje@ of their tuition too feel- 
ingly alive to her own deficiencies. Another 
Sunday paffed, and brought no difficulties to 
Clariffa.—She returned from church felf-fatis- 
fled, and able to meet the eyes of her paternal 
friends, emitting rays of approbation, uncrufhed 
by the mortifying recolle@ion that her condu& 
had been particularly marked by folly or igno- 
rance, 


Sull 
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Still Clariffa was the daughter of her mother, 
and, as fuch, in part the flave of Aer habits. 
Sundays had ever been deemed by Lady Iile- 
worth, as well as her fafhionable affociates, aS, 
fit for no other earthly purpofe than to hold 
concerts and play at faro.. 


It muft not therefore be thought unnatural, 
or even reprehenfible, the force of example 
being rightly-confidered, that Clariffa fhouid 
fecl the firft. and fecond Sabbath fhe had ever 
affifted to keep holy fince her girlifh: days, rather 
long and tedious, efpecially the hours of vifiting, 
drives to Hyde park and evening company.—She 
looked in vain from the windows for coronet 
coaches — fhe could only fee from thence fober 
citizens, breathing the wholefome air in taxed- 
carts; fhe liftened for the footman’s thundering 


¥ 


rap, but could hear only the village bell, which 
L 


fummoned her to the repetition of her morning 
duties, never omittted by the family with 
whom fhe now refided, and in due time they 


all became extremely dear to Clariffa. 


Notwithftanding the fweet complying dif- 
pofition of their beloved young gueft, the pe- 
netration of Mrs. St. Edmonds foon difcover- 
ed, that the fmiling veil of chearfulnefs worn 
by Clariffa, was lefs the manufactory of the 
heart 
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heart than the labour of difguife. She made. 
this obfervation to her brother, who. heartily 
joined with her in devifing variety of feenes, 
| to make her abandonment of thofe vitiating ones 
at ie to which fhe bad fo long been aceuftomed, lefs 


fudden, and.of courfe more fupportable, 


i ‘¢ When the fpring is-a- little, advanced,” 
| {aid the merchant, ‘* we will take her to Bath; 
and afterwaids,.if the prefers a. fafhionable wa- 
tering place to this-folitude,. fhe. fhall. be in- 


dulged.”’ 


«© Ah!” replied Mrs. St.. Edmonds, * will 
not fo much of it be refcuing the poor child 
from one danger,. and plunging her into ‘ano- 


ther 27? 


» © No, Elizabeth !’” he anfwered,.no damage 
can enfuc, eithér to her mind or reputation, 
under your refpectable patronage! It is not the 
enjoyment of innocent pleafures that con- 
taminates, it is a mifufe of them, by which 
they are rendered pernicious. _ It is _ perilous, 
it is almoft certain deftruction, for the “younger 
part of your fex to. fuck diflipation from the 
fame fountain with Lady Ifleworth ; but, to fip 

it on.the flowery margin of the ftreamler,. 

| | ‘under 
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under the guidance ofa prudent friend, truly, 
maternal, to fiich an arrangement.there. can be- 
no. poflible objeGion.”” 


Mrs. St. Edmonds was.not one of thofe in- 
dependent females from. whofe judgment there 
is no appeal, but, like her namefake, the great 
Ehzabeth of England, her fterling wifdom. 
fhone the brighter for having. fubmitted it to. 
the direGtion of others, wham, daily experience 
told her, were {til wifer than herfelf—of courfe 
the merchant had every thing his own way.. 


Accordingly, it- was alfo agreed, that their- 
beautiful charge fhould remain ignorant of the 
excurfions they had planned for her fake, till the 
return of Sir Frederick from the country ; be- 
caufe, though Mr. Curry had purchafed the 
rights of a nominal, he was too delicate to inter- 
fere with the authority of a natural parent, as 
fong as no facrifice fhould be required inimical 
to the frappinefs or honour of his adopted ward ; 
he therefore enforced filence, that the might 
efcape the mortification of difappointment, if Sir 
Frederick fhould happen to oppofe his inten- 
tions. 


Shortly fubfequent to the above converfation, 
ox rather abridgement of thei: very interefting 
confultations, 
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confultations, Mrs. St. Edmonds being confined 
to the houfe, by fymptoms of a very, painfuk 
diforder, to’ which the was unfortunately fub- 


Age, 
Cc Pr + - ke 
ore fome pleafant drives. to which fhe 


) ' jet, defired Clarifla would ufé her carriage 


} ¢ $ « 
had not yet .concuGted hér in perfon; but, 
hay tape es yy ad weet 
Yeafures of the world been juft 
~~ 2 ae oA pt 
| then offered to the grateful gil, fhe would 
J 


have renounced them without hefitation, for 


er rad 


the fatisfation of adminiftering to the eafe or 
‘ amufement of her kind beneta@trefs. 


“«o Ah, Madam!” replied Clariffa, ‘* if you 
ou, when my attentions may 
all think you do not love me,, 
or that you ate incommoded by ‘my officiouf- 


Ane +39 
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tify my, wifhes »at any lefs expence than the 
rifk of your own health,” 


| “ Then,” cried Clarifla, “you will.not com- 
ie mand me to leave you, for to your-fociety I 
: | owe the refloration of my health, and it is 
| only being banifhed from you that can int- 
. pair it.” 


Here 
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Here dropped the conteft: and never did 
Mifs Ifleworth exert her powers of pleafing 
with more ardour, or to better effe@, than for 
the amufement of her maternal friend during 


eight days that her confinement lafted 


More than ever endeared both to the mer- 
chant and his fifter, no fooner was the latter 
recovered than they turned their whole atten- 
tion to the inveftigation of the feeret fadnefs 
which, with allher efforts, Clariffa could not en- 
tirely difguife from the lynx-eye of their affec- 
tionate folicitude —They only, waited to re- 
ceive the clue fron herfelf to remove her un- 
eafinefs, if that were poflible, nor waited long: 
for the opportunity they anxioufly courted.. 


Having breakfafted together, previous to Mr.. 
Curry’s daily peregrinations from Enfield to 
London, from London to Enfield, Clariffa 
obferved, that fhe could not account for her 
mother’s filence—‘* I have not had one line 
from her,” faid fhe, ‘* though I have been ab- 
fent more than three weeks—I wonder what 
they are about, that they thus feem to have all 
forgotten me ?’” 


The hint was feized on with avidity.— Her 
guardian offered to take her with him to town—— 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. St. Edmonds faid fhe would accompany 
them—and Clarifla acceped this new proof of: 
their goodnefs with a fort of rapture; which it 
was impoffible to miftake for any other fenti- 
ment but the real one — filial affe€tion towards a. 
parent, who very little deferved to infpire it. 


© You thal! make a fhort vifit, faid the 
merchant, ** to Lady Mfleworth ~my fitter will 
wait for you at my counting-houfe, where I 
can treat you witha fandwich, which will ena- 
ble us to return. home toa. late. dinner.’ 


Clariffa’s heart danced, and her eyes fpark- 
led—fhe kiffed the hands. of the indulgent pair, 
who had thus confiderately catered for her fa- 
tisfaiion. The chaife which was to have 
conveyed it mafter to town, was exchanged for 
Mrs. St Edmonds’s coach, in which they fet. 
eut, in fuch harmony of fpirits, as are more 
frequently experienced by thofe who Have fome- 
thingto think of and fomething to do, than by 
the unrefleGting, the idle, or the diflipateds 


REPS I I IIR eee SES wy er 


‘ 


FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENTS. LIS, 


Crp Me Pit} SEE 


THERE ALARM; 


Eltruerro, I believe, it Has: never been: 
allowed, that the fervant of a citizen can ever: 
arrive at the all-perfect knock at a great man’s. 
door, for which thedomeftics ofigreat men at the 
weft end of the town have teen diftinguifhed: 
time immemorial. 


Whoever has fallen. into this. error would 
have retra@ted, could they have heard the thun-- 
dering which announced Mifs Ileworth at the 
door of her mother, founding in her ears fo. 
much like the annunciation of a duke or a 
dutchefs, that it threw her. into a-terrible ftate. 
of confufion, arifing from the fituation in which 
fhe happened juft then to be placed, and would’ 
certainly have pulled the bell to fay fhe was. 
not at home, *f the hope, however likely that 
this important vifitor might be the duke of Bil-- 
berry, tolay at her fect the patent. of her huf-. 
hand’s, 
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band’s nobility, had not for a moment reftrain- 
ed her, 


In that moment of hefitation Clariffa rufhed 
bt in at the door — flew though all forts of glitter- 
i ing impediments ftrewed onthe ffoor—and, un- 
| mindful of the herd of trades-people by whom 
her ladythip was encircled, gave utterance to 
the livelicit effulions of joy and tendernefs. 

** I am glad tofee you my dear, and am 
glad to fee you looking fo handfome,” faid La- 
dy Ifleworth, ‘* but juf! now I am extremely 
bufy, fo do not interrupt me.” 


«© Mr.—-—="’ fhe continued, as if it was of 
no confequence toname the man honoured by 
her commands, ‘* Lady Ann fays fhe will 
keep the ear-rings and neckelace, though fhe 
thinks the ear-rings paultry—very paultry |” 


“But the price, my Lady 


Oh, I have afked nothing about the price! 
— fomething extremely low, I frppofe ?” 
“ Extremely low indeed, my Lady !— 
the whole amount of thefe articles is only fifteen 
hundred guineas!—<three thoufand woald have 


paid 
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aid for them, ifthe markets had not fallen, 
rh the quantities imported by the Freuch 


Pees, bn GY ai ote cheap —/o that is 
all at prefent: only remember the chain and 
bracelets are fent home Thurfday fe’en-night, 
and not later than one o’clock :—-remember alfo, 


that the chain is to be lengthened three yares, 


and four rings added to the bracelets—in their 
ce PRE, Pesos 
prefent ftate Lady Ann tannot endure them. 


The notable matron now waved her hand, 
as much as to fay—“* You are difmiffed.” But, 
before he went out of the room, the jeweller 
put to her the fimple queftion of—** To whofe 
acconnt, my Lady, are the articles to be pla- 
ced?” 


“Sir Fredérick IUfleworth’s!” fhe replied, 
with a nod, and immediately the jeweller dif- 
appeared. 


Another claimant to her attention was about 

to fucceed him, when Clarifla, impatient to 

hear fome tidings of her father, ventured on an 

-a&t of difobedience, by afking how he did, and 
when her mother laft heard from him ? 
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** He is very well now!” was the anfwer, 
turning over feveral cards of rich points, with- 
out beftowing a fingle glance towards the fair 
querift, on whofe countenance fhe would have 
feen a certain expreffion of horror, difplayed 
in crimfon-charaGers, the glowing fruits of her 
own perfifting in the ufual routine of extrava- 
gance, which had already fo nearly and fo late- 
‘ly conducted thém to the very gates of deftruc- 
tion. 


Clariffa could not. behald this ruining fyf- 


tem unagitated; yet her flufhed cheeks alone 


betrayed the emotions of her thoughts—her 
lips durft not difclofe them—fhe might filent- 
ly condemn, but fhe would not reproach her 
‘mother. 


Alarmed-at her ladyfhip’s‘fhort reply, “that 
‘her father was very well now,” Clarifla againt 
demanded, ‘“‘ if he had been ill fince he left 
town?” 


Finding it impoflible to get rid of her im- 
portunities, Lady Ifleworth faid, in a peevith 
tone, ** My God child, why wil you tor- 
‘ment me, till I have fent away thofe people !”’ 


é¢ Dear 
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“¢ Dear mama, do not be angry !—only tell 
‘me what you meant, when you faid papa was: 
very well now ?—tell me this, and‘ will not 
interrupt you again Clariffa, as fhe fpoke, 
thad feized one of her mother’s hands, and her 
fweet eyes emplored for the favour of an an- 


)?? 


fwer ftill more eloquently than her tongue. — 


Lady Ileworth, with atdozen hands, would gy 
‘have found employment for them all, in tum- ee 
bling over the mountains of finery within het 
reach, therefore could not afford one out of 
wo to the embrace ‘of her daughter, but faid, 
as fhe withdrew it—— 


‘¢ Shall I repeat to youa thoufand times, Sir 
Frederick is very well now ?———-=-Mrs. Modren, 
let Lady Ann’s linen be trimmed with this point 
—it is an abfolute darling!” —Then turning 
again to Clariffa —** You know how madly he 
ridesehis horfe threw him the firft day of his 
journey, and put out his collar-bone ; but he is 
now quite as well as 1 wifh him!” 

<¢ Obl” cried the gentle gitl, with a tear 
and afigh, ** what adreadful accident !-—but, 
thank God my dear father is now well —it 
muft be fo, becaufe mama fays he is as well 


as fhe wifhes |!” 
_ This 
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This little ejaculation was uttered fo fottly 
that it reached only the ear of he mother, who, 
with a fmile (not of approbation), whifpered 
i her turn—** Don’t make yourfelf a fool, 
child, by adopting the cant of the Methodift 
people you live wih!” 


Clariffa could fearcely reftrain her difpleafure 
at this iliberal, as well as unfounded farcafm ; 
but ffill refpe kept her filent, and the fpoke 
no more till the whole multitude of money-fuck- 
ers were all dillmifed, with as many different 
orders, every one in the way of his bufinefs, 
as Sir Frederick’s eftates, had they been clear 
of incumbrances, would not have paid for un- 
der a lcfs price thanat leatt one year’s moiety. 


“¢ Now, Mifs Ifleworth,” faid her ladythip, 
throwing herfelf at full length on a fofa, 
*¢ whilft I am enjoying a little refpite from 
fatigue, let me hear yowr adventures, and how 


you have continued to exift fo long out of the 
world.” 


‘¢ Dear mama, what adventurers can I have 
to relate!—Yet, from my very heart, I am 
able to.aflure you, that J have been extremely 
happy in the feciety of Mrs. St. Edmonds and 


her 
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her generous brother, to whom we are are all 


fo greatly indebted,” 


“ Liften to me, Clariffa!—About thefe 
mercantile people I will not be diftu rbed!— you 
may be civil to them now, but hereafter I 
muft have you underfland your own confe- 


quence !” 
‘¢ What confequence, mama! 


«© That isa myftery!—But when time fhall 
develope it, no fuch names as your Mi firefs 
St. Edmonds, or your Mutter Anybodies, can 
certainly. obtrude upon your vifiting-books.”” 


Clariffa’s reply will be found in the next 


_ chapter. 


© H.A;P.,.. SVAL 


SHORT AND PITHY. 


T_ooxinc at her mother with a doubtful 
expreflion, whether fhe was to confider her in 
or out of her fenfes, ** Mama,” faid fhe, “ I 


do not comprehend your meaning |” 


G ** Impoffible, 
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* Impoffible, child, that you fhould alto ge- 
ther underitand it! for I have often remarked 
you are wonderfully remifs in the accurate fei- 
‘ence-of penetration. However, enough has 
been faid at prefent-—the future will explain it- 
felf!—-Meantime I fhall manage in the beft pof- 
fible manner for your tntereft, and I hope, my 
dear, you are fully confirmed in the opinion that 
it cannot be Jester -condu@ed !*” 


Before the ftill unconvinced girl as’to the ftate 
of hermother’s intelle@, could, at the expence 
of truth, pay the demands made on her veracity, 
the entrance of Arthur. fuddenly put to death a 
t‘te-a-ttte, already lengthened beyond the time 
when Clarifla knew fhe fhould ‘be expeéted in 
Broad-ftreet s—-but, to leave the room juft as 
her brother etitered it, would have wounded her 
fenfibility---the therefore rofe to receive his fa- 
lute with animated and fifterly affe@tion. 


Arthur’s appearance was not remarkably ap- 
propriate to,his many diftinétions, fuch as 
—hufband toa gay lady of quality—certasn heir 
to a baronet—uncertain inheritage of a:coronet, 

-or even tothe réfpectability of a gentleman. 


Whilft receiving the offered kifs from the Kips 


-of his fifter, thakiay her roughly by the hand, 
teftifying 
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teflifying his pleafure at feeing her, with ‘many 
unmeaning oaths, habitually ufed by the fon as 


well as the father, enquiring if fhe had been 


kicking upa row amongft the old:country quizes, 
and fuppofing, with a fort of wit peculiar to 
himfelf, that they had fent her home by a parifh 
pafs—~all this time his mother did not ceafe to 
furvey him with indefcribable vexation, and at 
faft exclaimed— 


‘$ Patience fupport me! what a figure !” 
ppo g 


The frgure he made in the eyes of Lady Ifle- 
worth is not unworthy ftri&ure from the pen of 
an author :——His tallimmenfe perfon was covers 
ed from the throat to the heels with a long flan- 
nel drefling-gown, not of immaculate white- 
nefs—ehis hair was uncombed=his beard unfha- 
ven—=his face unwafhed—and, to compleat the 
taut enfemble, two crimfon garters hung fufpen- 
ded from his neck, inftead of occupying their 
deftined poft round his knees. 


** My God!” again repeated his delicate mo- 
ther, “why will you infult my patience by 
‘coming to me in this gothic derangement !” 


‘* Becaufe,” he replied, there is no need 
of ceremony between friends :—{ knew you was 
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alone, at leaft that nobody but Clary was with 


you—and Clary is next to nobody 1”? 


*¢ Thank you, brother!” faid Clariffa, with 
a fmilc of perfe& good humour :—* Sifters 
may overlook what would difguft a wife; and, 
for fake of your lady, it would give me pleafure 
to fee you alittle more exad as to your perfo- 


‘nal appearance.” 


“* That is juft what I was.going to obferve,” 


retorted her angry ladyfhip, ** and is the wifett 
thing, | ever heard you utter !—~-Go !” added 
the, inatone awfully folemn—‘* Go, Sir, to 
your toilet!—there abdicate your errors, and 
think of your good fortune, which has fent out 
that dear creature Lady Ann ona promenade 
with. Lord Clarence !’? 


‘* T with it were to the antipodes!” replied 
Arthur, with a broad grin ; ** better abroad than 
at home! But that is not my bufinefs!—I want the 
two hundred, mother, to pay for my wife’s 
coach-horfes, which you would make me buy, 
though I told you they were d—d dear; and not 
worth half the money!” 


Lady Ann liked them, Sir, and Aer approba- 
tion fandctifies my indulgence!’ faid her lady- 


fhi 
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fhip, ** fo let me hear no more of your boyifh: 
comments; but, when you have made your- 
felf proper, return hither, and_you fhall receive 
the paltry fum. you have fo ungracioufly folici- 


ted.” 


~ Arthur, in truth, wanted the money for his 

own private ufes, the neceffity for which had 
kept him walking the whole preceeding night ; 

and now, like a troubled ghoft, wandering about 

to beg of fome kind Chriftian to-bury his body 

forthe repofe of his foul, having found that kind 

Chriftian in his own mother, he departed in 

peace tothe world of fpirits—choice fpirits | fill 
cloathed with mortality,. and who, forthe crime 
of wanting the. needful, had aQtually driven him. 
out of their fociety. 


«* Without vanity, I may fay,’* cried Lady 
Ifleworth, ** that few ladies of condition have 
done fo much for their families as | have done } 
—Nay, don’t look grave, Clarifla, your tura: 
will come next !? 

Clariffa indeed did look: grave ;. but her’s was 
the gravity of prudence, not of envy.-She look- 
ed at her watch—faw fhe had confiderably ex- 
eceded the time of her appointment—would 


G. 3 have 
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have takenher leave — and, with that intention 
rof{é to embrace her mother. 


** Where are you going, child?” afked. her 
ladythip, with an emoiion of real or pretend- 
ed furprife ~* Sure your eit friends cannot pre- 
fume to expedthat my daughter is to beceme a 
fixture in their houfe {?? 

** Dear mama, they are all goodnefs!— 
But for them, you know, [ fhould not have 
been able to have feen you this morning !—~You 
remember papa’s agreement with Mr. Curry, 
and | feel no repugnance in becoming the hofe 
tage of its fulAlment,” 


Your father is always doing filly things, and 
that of fending you into flavery with thefe pea- 
ple is one of the moft toolith!—However, if it 
mult be fo, go yonr ways !—-but remember to 
tell them, you are to attend your filter Lady 
Ann Ifleworth’s prefentation at St. James’s, next 
Thurfday fe’anight. F thall prepare you a 
beautiful drefs, my dear, for the occafion —I 
hope you may look uncommonly handfome! 
— The drawing-room will be crowded, and 
perhaps the Duke of Oh, what a gid- 
dy creature | am!" fhe continued, in terruptin 
herfelfee"* it had almoft efcaped me !—Well, 


now 
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ew you may fet out !—Adieu \?__offering her 
cheek inftead of her lips, to the falute of the 
filence-firicken Clariffa, who ftepping back 
from the door, begged fhe might be allowed to 
look in upon her little fifters for one moment ;. 
but was told they were gone to fee fome dancing- 
dogs, juft imported, at the Hay-market. She 
then enquired for the unfortunate boarders of the 
more unfortunate Parfon Trotter; on which 
fubje@ the received no other information, than 
that no letter had arrived from them fince the left 


town, of courfe that their mother knew nothing 
about them | 


«¢ I will write to them,” fid Clariffa toher- 
felf, as fhe walked down ftairs; andin lefs than. 
half an hour fhe was in the arms. of her pros 
teCors,. 


CH AP 
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RECAPITULATION, 
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Gir FREDERFCK, on the day appointed, 
having adjufted his money negociation with 
Mr, Curry, and received fiom that gentleman 
the full price of his Weftmoreland eftate, — re- 
tuened héme, threw two thoufand into the lap 
ef Lady Uloworth— it was a debt of honour, 
therefore he paid it)—-another five hundred, 
alfoa debt of honour, he left on the toilet of 
Mrs. Snug—and, without faying what were his 


Antentions, proceeded tothe livery-ftable where 


he kept his hunters, defigning, with all expe- 
dition, to vifit his borough, being informed, 
from the very beft authority, that parliament 
would certainly be diffolved after a very fhort 


Attting. 


In his way to Foz zard’s, Chance, ever bufy in 
carving for thofe with whofe affairs Povidence 
dees 
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docs not chufe to trouble itfelf, threw in his path 
ene of her own dafhing fous, . by whofe clo- 
quent perfuafion he was prevailed on.to. delay.” 
bisjourney till the next morning, for the puts 
pofe of joining a party at one of the fubfcription; 
houfes,. which would probably not rife from: play 
till day-light, as one of itsmembers ; his Grace 
Bilberry, was:to be there. for. the Arft time 
that feafon, 


To» mect: his Grace of Bilberry 1 —his own: 
fon-inelaw ele@ !—the hufband of his daugh- 
ter!—the father of his grandchildren !and the 
very door of his own entrance to the Houfe of 
Lords !—were inducements not to be refitted. He - 
that day lounged with his friend; and, before 
midnight, had the felicity. of being placed, not: 
obly: atthe: fame table, but a@ually vis-a-vis to 
the Duke of Bilberry, whom his new patronefs, 
Chance made his partner for the firft rubber, arid 
to crown her favours, divided all the good cards 
between them. 


A. victory fo, complete, and fo eafily. ob- 
gained, did not.fail. to relax the duke’s'nat ural 
referveof countenance —he flattered the viftonary’ , 
fkiull.with the moft.fmiling condefcenfion, and 
made. him, if poffible, ten. times more the foo! 
of. cxpeGation than ever.:-OF his own views 


he 
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"he was forbidden to fpeak ; yet, when thé rub- 


ber ended, he took an opportunity to inform- 
ing nis grace that he-was immediately going to 
his borough - that he fhould be re-chofen to a 
certainty, but would never again vote with with 
the prefent minifter,~to which the duke only 


anfwered with a flight bow, and re-took his place 


at the table, 


During the reft of the night the gregt and the 
fittle man came no niere in contaét; whilft fic- 
kle fortune, who, like the world, always abides 
by the ftrongeft, continued to fill the pockets 
of his grace, and to empty thofe of the baronet ; 
fo that at nine o’clock.in the morning, he found 
himfelf cn Heunflow- heath, as much richer in 
hope as he was impoverifhed in circumftances, 
having left behind him, in the keeping of his 
fhadowy fon-in-law, folid bank-bills for three 
thoufand five hundred. 


Every thing that is needful to. fay concern- 
ing the reft of Sir Frederick’s journey has al- 
ready been faid by Lady Mleworth, wiz. that 
he had rode like a mad-man——had fallen from 
his horfe—and diflocated his collar-bone ;— 
which accident happened to him within the con- 
venient diftance of only fix miles from his bo- 
~reugh, from whence he could receiye the mul- 
titudes, 
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titudes, both gentle and-fimple,. at their. plea. 
fure, the former from.the body corporate, the 
latter from the body public. For the firft he 
brought, with him fuch ample provifion, that 
they departed well fatished—and the latter, not 
lefs contented,. with fhowers of golden. promis 
fes, backed by immediate orders to open every 
houfe of-reception for theiraccommodation, anf 
and to licence as many more private ones as 
could. be-purchafed, for. the hofpitable purpofe 
of taking them from wholefome labour, ftarving 
their. families,, and. robbing them of their fen- 
fesi. 


Having efcaped from. the hands of his fur-- 
gcon with his head in its right place, in fix days 
he joined his conflituents on their own dung- 


hill, where he muftiremain, till it be neceflary,. 


for the ufual regulation of his affairs, that he 
Should again thew. himfelfin the circle of fa- 
fhion, 


The day preceding that which had been: 
announced to Clariffa for the court prefentation 


of her’ brother’s wife, fignifying at the fame 
time that that fhe would be expected to attend’ 


the bridal cavalcade, Mrs. St. Edmonds made 
her fome prefents of beauty and value fromher 


own 


~ 
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own cafket. Befides, on the following morn- 


ing, at the requeft of her brother, who would 
not even admit the appearance of difobedience 
to the commands of a parent, in which there 
was neither criminality or impradence, fhe fet 
her down at the door of her mother, and pro- 


mifedto- call for her again in the evening, in- 


~ 


tending to fleep at her brother’s town-houfe, for 
the accommodation of her favourite, whom Mr. 
Curry would not have been eafy to leave under 
the diffipated roof of LadyIfleworth for one fingle 
night, leaft that one night mightJead to another, 
another, and another, to the damage, if not to the 
total overthrow, of all the rational fentiments 
which had fprung up inhermind during a three 
weeks refidence in the country. 


Lady Ifleworth, when informed by Clarif- 
fa. of the merchant’s arrangements, ftormed 
and pouted to no’manner of effedt, being 
well informed, that the authority with which 
he was invefted could never be made to acknow- 
ledge her fuperiovity: but when, to reftore her 
good humour, Mrs. St. Edmond’s magnificent 
prefents were difplayed, her countenance clear- 
ed-fhe protefted Mrs. St. Edmonds did not 
want fafte in the felection of feminine orna- 
nents, or difcrimination in beftowing them — 
feleGted a few of the moft fhewy—faid fhe would 
that day wear them, herfelf, but return them in 
the 
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the evening—-and fhewed, to the aftonifhed 
Clariffa, fucha colleQion of fhewy articles pre- 
vioufly prepared for her exhibition, as muft. 
have gratified her vanity, had fhe been as frivo- 
lous in all refpeas as her mother. 

Urfula a&ed as a high pricflefs at the toilet-of 
her young lady, fometimes weeping, fometimes 
froilng, but always endeavouring to prevail on 
Clarifla to requeft of Lady IMleworth, that the 
might be allowed to return with her to Enficld 
Chace, ‘sfor, Mifs,’” faid: fhe, “1 don’t 
know what youcan do without meé.— Befides , 
our family are all foat fixes and fevens, that | 
am now, as it were, nobody’s fervant, yet _em= 


ployed by every body.” 


Clariffa bade her be of good heart; for, 
though fhe did not want her attendance where 
fhe was provided with family fervants, the 
moft ready and the moft obliging in the world, 
yet, ifever fhe happened to be her own miftrefs, 
(blufhing at the fuppofition, becaufe, perhaps, 
at that moment fhe thought of Percival Bate- 
man)— ** aflure yourfelf, Urfula,” faid the, 
** you fhall have the firft place in my eftablith- 


ment.” 


‘* God fend it fpeedy and happy, Mifs !”? 
replied Urflua ; ‘I am convinced, in my own 
-mind, 
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mind, you will bea great lady, and I fhould like 
to be your Ladyfhip’s woman prodigtoufly |” 


“ But whya great lady, Urfula 2?” 


“ How can it be otherwife,, Mifs, when we 
all know tliat your papa is gonig to be made a 
iord ?——for, though my lady. fays nething about 
it, our upholfterer told usa violent fecret laft 
night, that he had-her ladyfhip’s orders to paint 
coronets on all the new furniture fhe has be- 
fpoke for the three Jarge entertaining rooms !” 


Before Clariffla could form.an anfwer to what 
fhe confidered the effufions of a: dreamer, fhe 
received a fummons to the drawing-room, 
where her mother. and. Lady Ann only waited 
for her chair to bring -up the rear, preceded 
each by three footmen in new liveries, except 
Clarifla’s,. to whom. one only could be alfot- 
ted. 


It: would: be fuperfluous to enter into.a detail of 
the fplendid dreffes worn on the occafion; they 
were all fine, but Lady Ann’s by far the fineft ; 
and of the two fifters, her ladyfhip. was, the 
moft, ftrikingly handfome--Mifs [fleworth the 

Hy) mot 
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moft infiuuatingly lovely. As to Arthur, no 
arguments (and none had been fpared by his 
m<ther) could prevail on. him.to thew. himflé 
in. the royal circle. 


CH AP. XIX. 


SOMETHING TO. PLEASE, AND: 80MEs- 
THING TO. VEX. 


Lapy ANN’s prefentation: paffed off hike 
other prefentations—engaged much the fame 
fort of attentton—drew out the. fame fort of com-. 
ments from the uninterefted beholders :-—-fume 
thought one thing, fome another, as to the beau- 
ty of therival fifters; but all who did not per- 
fonally know either Lord Clarence or. Arthur 
Wleworth, agreed in one opinion, that his lord- 
fhip was the bridegroom,.and of all bridegreoms 
the 
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the moft fafcinated and the moft attentive which 
had ever appeared in the great world five weeks 
aftel marriage ! 


? 


Lady Ifleworth 
tl 


turned incefiant 


s head,. always-of the lighteft, 
y from fide to fide, hoping to 
difcover the Duke of Billberry in the attitude 
of a lover, with arms folded, and eyes fixed on 
the face of his adorable !—But her ladyfhip had 
forgotten that his grace was no courtier, till res. 
colle&tion.of the circumftance became neceflary 
to foften.the difappointment fhe feverely encoun- 
tered at not-finding him. in the circle. Lady 
Aan,.on the contrary, was: fo agreeably enga- 
ged by Lord. Clarence, thatthe faw net-hepown 
father, thouzh he flood within a.few. paces. of 
her; and, if fhe had choftn-to be deaf’as. well 


ad 


as blind to all objects, one excepted, the name 
of Lord Benvour,. pretty audibly announced, 
would have been announced in vain; but, en- 
tering the ear, the eyes followed, and met thofe 
of the old peer, to whom the dropped a fmi- 
ling curtfey, which had tn it nothing of reverence, 
and then whifpered Lord Clarence‘ Fathér 
Mofes, you fee, has wandered out of the 
Wildernefs, and, thank my ftars! no wife in 


his train {?? 


Lady 


Se 
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Lady Ifleworth, with much greater joy, but 
infinitely lefs wit, mace her comments on the 
Fonely exhibition ; whilft Lord Benvour feemed: 
to confider himfelf totally independent of her la- 
dyfhip, and her ladythip’s family appendac. 
ges, 


Every body muft know, that it is no more the 
duty of fine ladies to go to court, than to re- 
turn from it dying with fatigue, to drop their 
hoops, lounge on fofas, and with there was no 

. fuch-place in the world. -This granted, can it 
be thought extraordinary, that the chairs were 
brought into the hall, without the languid. fair: 
ones, by whom they were freighted, cafting a: 
fingle glance on a fort of mongrel carriage jut 
driving from the door, drawn by one weak atts 
mal, ina ftill more fainting condition than them- 
felves? Such was really the cafe! But, had it 
chanced to have attrated their notice, the myf- 
fery of whom it conveyed could: not have been. 
fooner explained: for, on the heads of the 
chairs being lifted, two tall young women ran 
forwards, laughing, fhouting, and throwing 
their arms around the.neck of Lady Ifleworth, 
evying out, as they feized her almoftto flrangu- 


lation—-** Elere we are, mama!” 


Mama: 
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Mama did not receive their carcfles as any 
other mama: might or ought to have done, to 
whofe negligence alone was owing their gawky 
figures and unpolifhed manners 5, but wounded 
‘vanity and invaded. authority affifted her to-re- 
fifi their rough endearments, which were. be- 
ftowed with more fuccefs on the gentle Clarifla, 
who affe€tionately returned their. embrazes,. 
and anfwered their importunate queftions, 
till Lady Hleworth preceeded forward with 
more than common: dignity, commanding 
ber daughters to follow,. not a little pleafed that 
Lady Anu,,by running to-hér dreffing-room, had 
efcaped the mortification of being called fifter,. 
_ by two fuch Hottentots—‘* As live,” faid Lady 
-Ifteworth,. mentally, ** fhe {hall not fee them, 
till I have wrought their aukward figures inte 
fome. fort, of. fafhion !”: 


Tn one corner of the room. whither fhe pre- 
ceded the young group (either of which might 
almoft, in perfonal charms, have vied with Ela- 
rifla, had they been fet off to the fame advan- 
fage),. flood a.middle-aged man,. whofe uniform,, 
whullt it befpoke him.a fon of the church, alfo, 
by its thabby rufticated appearance, announced 
him, of all her fons, the leait. indebted to her 
partiality for the goods of this world, 


Bowing: 
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Bowing low, he approached towards Lady 
Ifleworth, who blufhing through her rouge as 
fhe entered at the door, and cafting on him a: 
dreadful:look.of fury,. had ridicutoufly called out 
a—‘* My God! Sir, how came you here ?—and 
how have you prefumed to bring home the girls 
without my orders ?—-Nor. waiting peor Parfon: 
‘Trotter’s:reply, who, overawed by her commane- 
ding prefence, rather chofe to ftudy for’ an an- 
fwer than to. make one extemporary, the rang _ 
the bell with fo great violence that Mrs. Harris 
ran from her lady fhip’s drefiing-reom witha bot- 
tle of drops, expeting at: leat to.have found 
herin a fainting-fit, having anticipated the fur- 
prife fhe muft experience on her return from 
court,. at finding her family fo fuddenly, and,. 
fhe feared, fo unpleafingly augmented.—She: 
therefore received the following command). 
without betraying any extraordinary. tokens of 
aftonuhment. 


“ Go, take thefé children,” pointiag to her, 
newly arrived. daughters, and ** lock them. up: 
in the tapeflry apartment, that they may not; 
run. wild about the houfe, as they feem inclined 
to do }~=Make hatte, I fay!—I would not have 
Lady Ann fee-the little favages in their prefent: 
flate forthe univerfe !’” 


ee | will, 
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“Twill go with them !—may I, mama??? 


faid Clariffa. 


** Do as you Iike—-but it’ is not altogether 
confiflent with your dignity !’” replied her lady- 
fhip.. 


*¢ Lord! mama, I cannot think’. what makes 
you fo huffith !” cried Arabella.—~‘* F hope ma- 
ma,” faid Matilda, ** when we are gone, you 
will not believe ai/that Parfon Trotter tells you 1” 
—‘* Not a fingle word of Ais nonfenfe!” re- 
joined Arabella; ‘* for if he tellstales upon us, 
we can give him.as good as he brings every day 
inthe week ” 


Mrs. Harris fhuffed them. out of the 
room, and Lady Ifleworth. opened with vio- 
lence onthe poor parfon.. 


‘6 Perhaps,. Mr. What-d,ye-call’m, you think 
to defend the confufton your audacious condu@ 
has thrown my houfchold into,. by fome ridicu- 


lous made-up {tory or other ? - Affure yourfelf 


I fhallliften-to none of them !—But if you come 
to be paid for transforming «the Mifs Ifleworths 
from polifhed young ladies to abfelute hoydens, 
where is your account? 
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“¢ It is here, my Lady”? replied Parfon 
Trotter, trembling at her anger, yet rejoicing 
there was now foime chance he fhould receive 
the balance“ itis here, my Lady!” prefent- 
ing his own bill for board and lodging, and his 
wife’s for pait fervices, all blended together: 
and, while her ladythip’s fcornful eyes uncondef- 
cendingly glanced on the total, her fair hand 
took as many bank-notes from a fplendid pocket- 
book as equalled the fum demanded; nor did 
fhe throw them at his head, but only on the table, 
bidding him take them up and be gone 1. ade 
ding, ‘* | had intended to fend you Mifs Diana 
and Mifs Stella; but now, you may tell your 
wife, who muft be the moft altered woman in 
the world, that I have had quite enough of fer 
talent for education !” 


Writing a proper receipt, and depofiting the 
notes in a little black cafe, where, on Sundays, 
he ufed to carry his fermons, and his band neat- 
ly folded, from church to church, he felt fo 
happy at his own marvellous good luck, that the 
payment, and not the mode of making it, en- 
grofled the whole of his attention ~——He acknow- 
ledged her generofity with the moft fubmifiive 
gratitude ; — but, to fhow he neither heard, felt, 
or refented the ungracious illiberality of her re~ 
AeGions, re-feating khimfelf at an aaful dif- 
| tance, 
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ance, he drew from his waiftcoat pocket a fete 
ter, the feal of which had been broken, addref- 
fed to Mifs Arabella, from her adoring lovers 
clerk to the village attorney, containing the 
plan for a double elopement, ‘himfelf and’the 
young farmer having agreed to ftorm the par- 
fonage that very night, after the family were 
gone to'reft, to receive them in their arnis from 
the low window of their apartment —to convey 
‘them on horfeback, each being ‘provided with 
a pillion, as far asm—————. at which town a 
‘poft-coach was already fecured to whirl them, 
‘as expreffed by the adventurous hero, “ to the 
dand of love and matrimony 1” 


CHAP. XX, 


CONSISTENCY. 


C6 

Accent, my lady, threw this letter‘in 
my way,” faid the Parfon, prefenting it with 
honeft exutation, fully affured that he had per- 
formed to the extent of his duties,—** Jt was 
dropped by Mifs Arabella, but fhe does -Aot 


‘know that it has fallen into my hands.——My 
wite and I confulted together what could be-done 


to 
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fo prevent the misfortune which threatened uss 
and no other’certain method prefented itfelt, 
than:to put the young ladies under your Lady 
fhip’s‘own prote@ion.—Yet how-to get them 
away was the difficulty !— no chaife could: be had 
-——fo | borrowed from my neighbour the ve- 
hicle in which I brought them the whole journey, 
drawn by my own horfe, and I blefs'God the poor 
beaft did fo well! —for indeed, my Lady, times 
have been fo hard that it avas out of my power 
to pay for the ufe of a-better. ‘The ladies made 
no objection to accompany me, as [told them 
it was only for an airing; but, when'l had once 
got them on the road, I took care they fhould 
not elude my vigilance.” 


Thus foberly harangued the prudent divine, 
whilft the imprudent mother, having firft exami- 
ned the curious epiftle from the beginning to the 
end, inftead of applauding the caution with 
which he had :a&ed to preferve ‘the honour of 
her family, accufed him of having committed 
a forgery.—** No man under the rank of a peer,” 
faid fhe, ** could have dared to addrefs fuch 
nonfenfe to the Mifs I[fleworths !—You have 
written this letter yourfelf, as_an excufe for 
your audacious intrufion |” 


This 
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This accufation being delivered in a tone re 
markably loud and fhrill, reached the ear of Ara- 
bélla, placed quite clofe to the key-hole.of the 
door in her mother’s drefling-room, into which 
fhe had flipped unnoticed by Mrs. Harris, for 
the purpofe of liftening, and, almoft before fhe 
could have been miffed, rejoined the party above 
ftairs, determined to meet Parfon Trotter’s 
charges with no other weapons than thofe fo 
compleatly furnifhed in the retort barbaroufly le- 
velled againft his integrity by her Amazonian 
mama. 


The upright prieft would have cleared him- 
felf from the horrible fligma; but not being 
permitted to fpeak, or invited to take any re- 
frefhment, he left the houfe, as did Lady 
Tfleworth the room, at the fame moment ; and, 
it will be needlefs to fay, that Arabella managed 
her own and Matilda’s defence fo adroitly, as 
to.make her ladythip fully fatishled with the 
echo of her own fuggeftions. 


Clariffla, perfea&ted by nature, but a little de- 
ranged ‘by education in the fchool of modern 
purfuits, faw and lamented the fubterfuge to 
which her fifters had defeended, fo degrading to 
themfelves, fo pernicious to the chara€ter of 
another. 
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another. She would have reafoned with them 
on the abfurdity, as well as wickednefs of their 


/ 


allegations againft the worthy man, whofe roof 
had long been their afylum—but no opportunity 
offered itfelf for ferious remonftrances. 


Lady Ifleworth having difcovered, by remo- 
ving the caps and handkerchiefs of the two cul- 
prits, that they had the fineft hair and bofamsin 
the world, thought them not altogether unwor- 
thy of her attention: fhe therefore took them 
with her toher own chamber, where, with good 
contrivance, equipped from her eldeft daughter’s 
wardrobe, at a nine o’clock dinner they were 
prefented to their noble fifter-in-law, two ef 
the prettieft external ‘figures imaginable. 


Rather before fix, Mrs, St. Edmonds fent 
up a meffage, to fay that her fervants waited 
the commands of Mifs Ifleworth, who im- 
mediately haftened to the carriage, without 
encountering any oppofition from her mother, 
whofe thoughts were juft then moft. delight- 
fully employed how to difpofe of her lovely 
younger daughters, to the fame advantage as 
fhe had already, by her very erroneous calcula- 
tion, provided for their elder filter. She had 
yet to polifh them atter her own peculiar man- 
Vou. ll. Hi HCI. 
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ner=-to bring them out—and to look about her 
for other twe Dukes, or at leaft heirs to duke- 
doms, who were to lay themfelves and honours 
at their feet: and thus dreaming, with her eyes 
open, fhe faw her favourite Duchefs of Bilberry 
depart, with more pleafure than regre:—Aer 
fortune was mads—her appearance may ‘ob- 
ftru@, but could not-forward, the equally bril- 
jhant eftablifhment of her fitters, to whom, after 
the toilet transformation, fhe fondly gave the ap- 
pellation-of beautiful /avages, unharmonized by 
fafhion. 


The levity of Lady Tfleworth did not more 
exalt her own fpirits than it deprefled thofe 
of Clariffa.a——She loved her family, and fear- 
fully anticipated the return of thofe~ domeftiec 
evils which friendfhip had fo lately driven 
from their gates fhe knew, that even the 
munificence of Mr Curry could never keep 
pace with her mother’s -profufion—her heart 
yearned with aff-Gion towards thofe dear fif- 
ters from whom fhe had fo long been divid- 
ed, yet their return yielded her no folid fa- 
tisfaQion—the admired, without envying, their 
perfonal improvements; but, not without hor- 
yor, contemplated the cunning exhibited fo 
firikingly in the artful contrivance by which 
they 
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they efcaped a cenfure for their own imprudence 
at the expence of-another, whofe innocent fim- 
plicity, and little knowledge of the world, leaves 
it doubtful whether he even knew what wa’ the 
nature of thatcrime with which they had unbluth- 
ingly accufed him. 


It was impoffible, in this inftance, that fhe 
could halt between #wo opinions; becaufe, 
while Arabella wasin the very a& of liftening, 
Matilda expreffed muchterror for the fate of 
a certain letter, ** which had been,” the faid, 
** fportively written to, and carelefsly dropped 
by them — fhe feared it might have fallen into 
the parfon’s hands. - If this thould be the cafe,” 

> fhe added, ** Oh, dear, what will become of 
us |”? 


“6 Say as I do!” whifpered Arabella, who 
came. running into the room juft in time to catch 
the timid ejaculation, before the was followed 
by her mother ;_ on whofe appearance their trial 
commenced ~ the verdi@ was given——the inno-~ 
cent condemined—the guilty acquitted!—and 
the’ judge particularly delighted with her own 
fagacity, when declaring, before the court, shat 
fhe had anticipated the low fellow’s artifice, and 
fent him about his bufinefs !”? 


H ¢ Mifs 
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Mifs Mfleworth, at. this, moment, felt all the 
difagreeables of her fituation. ~hould the come 
forward as the accufer of her fifters ?—or muft 
fhe with-hold that evidence by which the fame 
of an honeft man would certainly be juftified? 
Impeded by partial affeGion, on one hand—im- 
pelled by unbiafi.d re@itude on the other—~ 
weighing alfo the dread‘ul confequences attend - 
ing adifclofure of the young machinator’s du- 
plicity to themfelves, againft any material da- 
mage the character of Mr, Trotter could fuf- 
tain, fecluded from fociety, unknowing and 
unknown, the fesle tuined in favour of no 
prefent interference en her part. 


Recolle@ing many errors in her own con- 
duct, and many others that fhe might have com- 
mitted, hadthe early feeds of initru@ion been 
as fcantily founin her mind as in thofe of :her 
plotting fifters, ** 1 mizht,”? thought fhe, ‘¢ un- 
informed like them, have ated like them in 
every initance.” 


Impreffive thoughtfulnefs threw over her live- 
ly countenance a veil of dejeGtion, fo fombre as 
to attraG the firft notice of Mrs. St.. Edmonds, 
when fhe joined that lady in her carriage. 


#8: W hat.” 


ein PAS a ROP go PBR OTE EDS ETT . 


Ls 
as 
‘s 


FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENTS. 149 


‘© What,” cried fhe, as they drove from the 
door—‘* What, my dear, has happened to fade 
the rofes which good hours, and the wholefome 
air of Enfield, had made to flourith over the lily 
of your cheeks when I brought you hither ?— 
No mifadventure, I hope, has robbed you of 


the precious ornament !” 


Clariffi, the moment before, fancied no-= 
thing but opportunity was wanting for. the 
purpofe of unburthening the contents of her 
full. heart ; but, when her courage fhould have 
been exerted, fhe became an abfolute coward— 
the hefitation of a moment gave time to thought 
for producing his fhort-hand volume of gueries 
—*¢ Whom are you about to expofe, and for 
what purpofe ?—-Dare you defeant on the ex- 
travagancies of a mifguided mother, the frail- 
tics of your poor neglected fifters, yet conceal 
your own deviations from prudence with felfifh: 
caution 2?=——** @h, no!” fhe mentally cried, 
“¢ fheir errors fhall be fpared and my own ex- 


emplified ad 
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CHAP. XMXI, 


CONFESSION, 


SpraK, and relieve my anxiety !? continu- 
ed Mrs. St. Edmonds, “ are you very much 


fatigued? or has any thing happened to-difturb 
your”? 


Clariffa’s eyes were bent downwards.“ ] 
am not quite eafy,” the replied—** I have no 
right to be tranquil |” 


‘¢ Say not fo, my love, as long as your 
own conduét is irreproachable!—-The mifcon- 
duét of others fhould not produce fuch gloomy 
confequences !—my brother will be fhocked to 
fee you fo dejehted!—Come, rally your fpirits, 
for his fake, and tell me your court adventures !” 


** Dear Mrs. St. Edmonds! will you liften 
to, without hating me, if I tell you adventures 


le{s 
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lefs recent than any which have occurred fince 


we laft parted ?” 


‘¢ E forbid you to doubt either my partiality 
or my patience !—affection will acquit, where 


prudence may condemn.” 


“© Your words have already condemned 


me !”? 


‘¢ Explain yourfelf, my fair commenta- 
tor |” 


“ Did you not make the irreproachability of 
my own conduct refponfible for felf-condemna- 
tion or felf-acqnittal? Ah! if £ muft ftand or 
fall by my own ations, | am a loft creature |— 
I have deceived you!—I have impofed on your 
generous brother |”? 


“The promife of future candor feems to 
bloffom fo fairly on the branches of this confef- 
fion,” replied Mrs. St. Edmonds, “¢ that I 
look with certainty for the fruit it will produce— 
fo, my dear child, proceed |—Referve is the 
canker-worm of friendfhip; henceforward let it 
be banifhed from our fociety.” 


H 4 Every 
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Every thing like concealment flew before an 
invitation to confidence fo kind, fo gracious ; 
and when the ladies alighted from their car- 
riage, Clarifla had not only rendered up the 
deareft fecret of her heart, but alfo acknow- 
ledgéd, that the filence of Percival Bateman, 
during the lat fix weeks, beth furprifed and 
grieved her—-To which her affe@ionate mo- 
nitrefs only replied—<** the ftability of young 
men was fo little to be depended on, that it 
became the duty of all women who would fup- 
port their peace, as well as honour, not to re- 
pofe too great faith in their vows of fidelity.” 


Nothing of this confidential t/te-a t4te was re- 
vearfedto Mr. Curry.—“* He muft not,”’ faid 
Mrs, St. Edmonds, ** be difeompofed, by a cir- 
cumflance which, we already too well know, 
will give him more pain than pleafure.. If your 
lover ever returns, it will be time enough to 
confult your guardian; or, if he fhould return 
a traitor to his former tender profeffions, the 
whole tranfaction may then be buried in oblivi- 
on; forl am fure my poor dear brother’s nerves 
would be dreadfully fhaken, was he told of the 
bufinef-in its prefent flage !.” 


“© Or of my “duplicity !”? haftily interrupted 
the confcious Clariffa—‘* | tremble at the 
thought 
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thought of incurring his anger—I could not 
fupport it!—Dear Madam, be you the guard 
of my indiferetion, as well as the future regu+ 
lator of all my a€tions.” 


Poffibly I have fome readers who prefer the 
fociety in Broad-ftreet to the circle in Portman- 
fquare ; but the many will rather choofe to follow 
the footfteps of fafhion, than to go on plodding 
in the fober way of domeftic /iitlene/s. To 
reconcile all diffentions of this nature, I- refer: 
the former for my apology, in dragging them 
from good to plunge them into dad company, 
to the title of my book, which in all cafes 
has a principal claim to the author’s fupport 
-—and to fatisfy the latter, fhall re-commence 
the performance: of that eftablithed duty. 


Leaving Mifs Hleworth to entertain her in- 
~~ dulgent guardians with the unexpeéted return 
of her fifters, painting the beauty of their per- 
fons, but veiling the deformity of their 
minds, let us take a peep into Lady Ann’s 
drefling room, where we hall  difco- 
ver what has been her employment, from 
the moment of her quitting her party in 
the hall to that when the dinner-bell {ummon- 
ed all the knaves and fools dignified by the 
name of [ileworth, to affemble themfelves to- 
gether, 


_ Before 
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i Before fhe fhewed her fmiling countenance 
| in the family group, which fhe feldom contem- 
plated without fome broader indication of mirth 
than a fimple /mile, her indefatigable ladyfhip 
| had written and difpatched, with all poffible 
q privacy, the following letter, addreffed to the 
; Earl her father. 


“¢ My dear Lord, 
‘* Ever fince my fanciful elopement with 
Arthur Ifleworth, I have done nothing but 
*‘lament that petit faux pas in fackcloth and 
*“‘athes. ‘The firft glimmering of funfhine which 
‘‘ has broken in upon the difmal profpe@ts of 
** of your poor penitent Ann, is derived from 
** your Lordfhip’s appearance at the drawing- 


it 66 


“‘ room this morning, without drawing a clog at 
** your heel—ftanding alone too !—-when I ex- 
“€ pected to have feen your leading-ftrings fuf- 
*‘ pended from the hands of an odious ftep-mo- 
“‘ther, according to your anunciation of. ven- 
** seance, which had nearly deftroyed the whole 
“‘ fraternity of hopefuls. 


‘¢ My God! what fools they are! 


| <¢ Had Sir Frederick, and all the Ifleworths 
=) «6 inthe world, expired under their difappoint- 
; | ‘¢ ment, affure yourfelf, my Lord, I would not 
“‘ have added to my errors the. crime of aiding 


*¢ to lengthen their exiftence. 
“ Will 
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<6 Willnot this declaration, my Lord, pro- 
‘© ceeding from the very. bottem of my heart, 
‘«* convince you of my penitence, and awaken 
** your pity ¢ 


«© You cannot be half fo angry with meas 1 
‘© am with myfelf—you are not half fo unfortu- 
‘nate !—J ama flave—you have efcaped capti- 


“¢ vity | 


«© T afked old Lady Fidget Sarcafm, in the 
“© joy of my heart, why your new Countefs did 
<‘ not appear? who told me, that the poor thing 
‘¢ had died on her bridal day! To be fure it 
<‘ was very melancholy ; but, being prepared 
“fora change, | fuppofe one change might have 
‘¢ been as good as another! 


«© doat on afrolic, and fuch a mafteily one l 
‘«‘ have been playing off againft the anti-fapient 
‘* Lady Ifleworth, as would highly divert your 
‘© Lordthip, if you allow me to give it in 
«© my own way, and in your prefence—a favour 
‘* you will certainly not deny to my entreaties, 
‘© efpecially whenI pledge you my folemn faith, 
“‘ never again to connect your dignity with a 
‘¢ race of plebeians, like thofe to whom, for my 
‘¢ fins, Tam condemned to affociate—but not for 
‘© ever !—I was bewildered when [linked my- 
‘6 felfto fuch a chain of abfurdities. At all 
‘* eyents, the fpell fhall be broken. 
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‘‘T hopeto meet your Lordfthip’s  approba- 
‘tion, The means.to which 1 thall apply for 
‘regaining my freedom are extre mefy natural, 
*“ and muft be innocent, becaufe eve ry body in 
my deplorable predicament has recourfe to 
them without Tobia 2 


** The itrategem is well-imagined, and will be 
** executed with equal addrefs.—I fhall make 
** that bear Arthur dance tothe tune of my fid- 
‘dle through Doétor’s Commons !“<after which 
* exercife he may take his repofe. However, 
** T fhall firft leave one of his cubs behind me, to 
** continue the notable generation! —a circum- 
*« ftance the more provoking, as it will detain me 
“*fix months longer. But Lord Clarence, who is 
** the beft creature inthe world, fays it muf? be 
“*fol—and I put myfelf entirely under his di- 
as —— becaufe I already fe hi him-as my 


66 fut 


“Now, I would not have your Lordthip 
“* fuppofe any harm to have paffed between me 
‘and Clarence; on the contrafy, it is well 
“¢ known what aguard we keep over our con- 
*‘ duét; yet, Idare fay, fhall be finely flander- 
*“ed in the Scandalous Chronicle. -People 
** judge by appearances ; and without appearances 
““there ¢an be no remedy for the galling dif- 
*‘ cafe of matrimony, 
© Arthur 
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“¢ Arthur has juft fenfe enough for our pur- 
** pofe. Hethreatened me witha divorce, only fix 
‘© weeks after we NE the torment of each 
<* other! — ie for what ?—~Why, only becaufe 
<ire rane to find me alone with Clarence, 
‘s who, happening to ftumble on the carpet, 
“« fell at Hie et, and I naturally held out my 
“‘hand toraife him !—-The tyrant dared to ac~ 
“‘ cufe, and even to expofe me, before a party 
“ of old Tabbies, which convinces me how e€a- 
“fy it will be to impofe fhadows for fubftance 
“© on his non-difcriminating faculties. | 

<¢ Affure yourfelf, my dear Lord, whenever 
<< the time of my emantipation arrives, you will 
<‘ not. find the Countefs of Ciarence lefs emacu- 
«¢ Jate than when under your own roof. I hope 
“<< to fee you before I affume my new title ; but 
‘my Lord will not prefume to kifs your hands 
<¢ tif prefent him as your fon, and the huf- 

<*band of your dutiful daughter, 
A. ILtsEworTH.” 


cc P.S, What I have written muft remain a 
ée profor und fecret.”” 


158 FASHIONASLE INVOLVEMENTS. 


© SD A iP. Oe 


{ EDUCATION. 
| 


Tuapy ISLEWORTH, flattered by the ad- 
miration Lady Ann, either from policy or con- 
viction, beftowed on Arabella and Matilda, con- 
fulted her very ferioufly as to the means by 
which they might receive the beft poffible polith, 
remarking, ‘* that though their perfons were to- 
Jerabie, their manners were intolerable !”? 


“There lentirely diffent from your Lady- 
fhip,” replied her oracle, ‘* in my opinion 
they every way furpafs their elder fitter !?? 


“Do you really think fo?—I with they may 
be as fortunate!” 


*¢ And why not, my pretty mama ?”? 


** Ah, my dear, there are notthree Dukes of 
Billberry ” 


$6 But 
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<¢ But there is the young Duke of Richland, 
the devineft animal in the whole peerage!—f 
can fwear he will be as much attached to Ara- 
bella as the other is to Clariffa!” 


‘* Certainly you forget that his Grace is 
lately married |” 


“ True !—-yet he may get himfelf divorced, 
or his wife may die!—and you know,” with an 
invidious fmile, ** fach prizes are worth wai- 
ting for at the wheel of fortune !—And If fup- 
pofe, when the bar is down, that a// men are 
not fuch fools as Lord Clarence, to transfer the 
love of his miftrefs like a bank note, becaufe 
his friend has a fancy to poffefs it.” 


‘Nay but confider, my dear,” cried Lady Ifle- 
worth, ‘* that the very foundation of your ridi- 
cule binds me eternally to Lord Clarence— 
makes my whole family his debtors—and places 
the man who could offer fo great a facrifice above 
all the heroes of romance.” 


“© Well, there let us leave him,” faid Lady 
Ann, laughing; ‘‘ and, fince you are not fatis- 
fied with contingencies, as in the cafe of his 
Grace of Richland, pray beftow your thoughts 
on the Marquis of Crow.” 

“| Why, 
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‘© Why, I thould not diflike his conne€tion.; 
“-but one never fees himin public, and I hear 
his eftablifhment is extremely limited.” 


** His -debts, however, are unlimited [— 
which, accarding to the rules you have taught 
me, is extremely ia his favour !”? 


*¢ Very much fo, if one knew how he [peuds 
his money |—he gives no balls !—no faro 
bank !—invites nobody to-his houfe!—makes 
no eclat'on any occafion!—There js very. 
little merit in fuch fort of management !”? 

“© Oh, mercilefs!” exclaimed Lady Ann, 
lifting up both hands, ‘* what will they fay next ! 
Poor coufin Crow! is thy plumage, once fo 
captivating, all—a// gone?—have the wicked 
world not left thee fo much -as one wing-fea- 


ther 2”? 


** Charming —exquifite Lady Ann!—But tell 
me, 1 befeech you, is the houfe of Raven- 
crock nearly related to that of Benvour ?” 


‘* As nearly as two houfes can be related,who, 
hike amanand his wife, look very pleafantly at one 
another at a little diftance ; from local vicinity, 
without any more of family bloodia our veins than 


their 
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there is in the walls of our caftles. When chil- 
dren, Lalways ufed to call the Marquis Cou/fin 
Crow, becaufe] knew it never failed to put him 


ina paffion.”’ 


. ‘¢Has his. Lordfhip ever been efteemed a 
young man of remarkable promife ?” 
‘© Oh, moft lavifhingly promifing !—but a 
thoufand times more notorious for breaking his 
promifes.”” 


“¢ Well, well, there is no getting you to be 
ferious !-He may do for Die or Stella by the 
time they are marriageable, but at prefent 1 
want to proceed with thefe my two handfome 
favages!— There is nobody in the world but 
yourfelf whofe judgment 1 would confult on their 


future education=-Do dear creature, give me 
\?? 


“To be fyftematical then—In the firft 
place, I would not be plagued with a parcel 
of ftarch coxcombs, fuch as dancing, finging- 
matters, and the like, to teach them this, 


that, andthe other, under my rool.” 


‘* Right !—-perfetly right |” 


“67 would 


| 
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“© T would have nothing to do with them, 
or their teachers, till they were as perfe@ly 
fafhioned as their own pretty mama |? 


** Agreeable flatterer !”? 


: “* Befides, if J was a mother, I fhould not 
admire three daughters fagging at my fide 
| like the church regifter, to tell tales about 
( births and marriages,” 


‘ 


** But how. fhall I difpofe of them?” 


** Nothing upon earth fo eafy !—My gover- 
nefs, who pretended to great alliances, was 
quite the delle Pefprit—entertaining to a de 
gree knew every body and every thing |” 


*¢ What an acquifition !” 


** She continued at the Wildernef; 1 do not 
know how many years after the death of Lady 
Benvour, whom I do not remember. People 
did talk of a certain intimacy, at which fhe only 
fhrugged her fhoulders, and was not to be fright- 
ened out of her fituation. My father, on fend- 
ing her away, made her quite comfortable.” 


al *¢ But tell me,” interrupted Lady Ifleworth, 
ra almoft breathlefs with impatience, ‘ is fhe en- 


gaged 2 
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gaged ?- are there any hopes that I may be for- 
tunate enough to fix her in my family ?” 


“¢ Oh, dear, no! ~ fhe now lives quite ftileith 
in a houfe of her own, where you may fend 


the girls.” 
‘* Is that poffible 2?” 


“¢ Certainly |! and I have had it in my head 
this half hour; for Madam Flevetta has always 
fix young rantipodes of quality to educate, and 
receives no more than two hundred guineas 
for each. Lady Charlotte Diaper and Lady 
Betty Hagg are gutte finifhed—they are to 
come out on the birth-day when there muft 
be two vacancies,” 


‘¢ How providential!—And will you, my 
dear Lady Ann, ufe your intereft, that my two 
daughters may fill them:” 


‘* Depend on it !—-fhe never refufes my re- 
commendation.—I_ will pufh them down her 
throat, if the refufes to take under a certain 
rank !—nobility is her paflion |” 


** Cannot you then tell her, in confidence, 


that we are on the very verge of the peerage! 
—and, 
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--and, if the has thefe fort of objetions, we had 
better remove t] 


em at once, by letting her in- 
to the fecret!” 


“¢ Lord! I may as well tell her you are on 
the verge of a precipice '—fhe would not trou- 
ble her head’ whether you, was lifted up or 
tumbled down--No matter, I know bow 
to manage her fcruples |” 


** Do but conquer them, and I am the moft 
obliged perfon in the world !—I fhall not think 
of taking them back till their filter is Duchefs 
ef Biliberry !” 


“* Say not fo, my pretty mama; it would 
be monitrous to think of converting a modern 


feminary into a fchool for ancients!” 


<¢ T profes not to underftand your Lady- 
fhip, though the fcience of repartee has been the 
ftudy of my life!—What can be your mean- 
ing?” 


‘*¢ Obvioufly, that the charming girls fhould 


not be cooped up-like nuns till they are grey 
headed.” 


**: Grey 
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“* Grey headed” retorted Lady Ileworth, 
*¢ pray, Lady Ann, how long do you fup- 
pofe it may be before the Duke of Billberry 
compleats his negociation for the hand of my 
daughter?” 


‘* Why, I fhould apprehend, not till the 
whole batch of wus are miade into peers and 
peerefles! for inftance, your Ladyfhip and Sir 
Frederick in puoffeffion Arthur and 1 in re= 


verfion L”” 
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“* Now. you fpeak like yourfelf—Thefe 
things will certainly happen long before my 
little ones are grey-headed!” 


«* Pretty mama, pray—-pray be not offend- 
ed, for you know it is -become the fathion to 
call every body an old maid, or an old cat, 
who happens to turn the corner of twenty in 


bleffed finglenefs !” 


‘Why, let me fee'—it is poflible Ara- 
bella muy turn that corner under the inftruc- 
tive tuition of your late admirable governels ; 
but Matilda, who is fearcely feventeen, will 
come out to much greater advantage ; for, 
when I take home one, the other fhall not be 
left behind. At all events, [ am determined 
they 


-out lofs to the rifing generation. 
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they fhall be fucceeded hy Diana and Stella, 
It is the ambition of my foolifh maternal fond- 
nefs, that the girls, without exception, thould 
be all as rays to refle@ the graces of their 
accomplifhed fifter-in-law |” 


Their accomplithed fitter-in-law, with that 


fort of courtefy which indicates much more of 
‘ridicule than refpe€, accompanied with gef- 
ticulations perfe@ly grimacial, was acquitting 


herfelf of the obligation which a compliment 
fo flattering faftened on her gratitude without 


‘feeding her vanity, when the’entrance of the 


houfe fteward, who had been fent on a mef- 
fage, not only broke in upon the fubje@, but 
alfo put an end to the conference. 


Now as fo many wife plans have already 
‘been laid down by learned men and learned wo- 


‘men, concerning the education of young ladies, 


we.think, except for variety’s fake, the whole 
Tfleworth fyftem might have been omitted, with- 
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Cre A Pr. OX AML, 
THE HOUSE, 


¢ 

Went, Bliffit!”* cried Lady Mleworth, in 
atone of much agitation, the moment he fet 
his foot within the door, ‘*am 4 to have the 
houfe ?”? 


Bliffit, being thrifty of fpeech, never ventu- 
red to fpeak ull he had firlt well weighed the 
number of words neccflary to indicate con- 
fumption, and the queition was repeated, 


“© Am I to have the houfe?” 


Before the anfwer, though it -ftruggled : for 
birth, could be brought into the world, the cos 
lour of ‘her ladyfhip changed like that of the 
fabulous cameleon; and, having again recourfe 
to her fmelling-bottle, a third time the atked, 
trembling with the irritation of fufpenfe— 


€6 Am 
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i «© Am | to have the houfe ?” 


«© You may have it, my Lady !” 


<¢ Tn the name of ftupidity, why did you not 


4 tell me fo at once?” 
« Don’t hurry the poor old man!—you fee 


his labour is extremely painful i 


‘© Lady Ann! Lady Ann!—you would not 
cenfure my anxiety if you knew the delightful 
houfe, and that I intended it for your future efta- 
blifhment !—-So you are fure, Bliflit, that I 


may have re 23 


< Very fure, my Lady.” 


‘© Then ftep back to the people—tell them I 
mutt have immediate poffeflion |” 


«“ They expe& to be paid for the leafe, my 
Lady.” 


<¢ Nonfenfe |=] take their houfe —I give them 
five hundred a pear —what have | todo with the 


leafe 2”? 


“ They 
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‘© They afk fix hundred!—not bate a fara 
thing !—I hope your Ladyfhip will have nothing 
to do withit.”’ 


‘* But 1 certainly thall have fomething to do 
with it!‘—If I cannnot get it without, I w// have 
it with the leafe. Do you think I fhall let the 
third beft houfe in Grofvenor-fquare flip through 
my fingers for fo paltry a confideration? Have 
greater refpea&, Mr. Steward, for your matter’s 
heir, than to fuppofe it poffible !”? 


‘© Your Ladythip had -better not.” 


‘© None of your advice!—Let the people 
know 1 am ready to pay for the leafe.” 


** Indeed, your Ladyfhip had better not.” 


<¢ You muft certainly have fome very parti- 
cular reafon, old gentleman,” faid Lady Ann, 
‘© for objeGting to your lady’s liberality in pro- 
curing a guiet refidence for Mr. Ifleworth and 
myfelf |” 


‘¢ The houfe in Grofvenor-fquare will not be 
a quiet refidence, my Lady.” 


Vor. I. J «s Perhaps, 
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** Perhaps, then, it is haunted !’? 


** Ruin has haunted it a long time, may 
Lady |” 


“© Oh, that fpeétre ftalks about in all families 
of fafhion!—up ftairs, down ftairs ! - here, 
‘there, every where !—we are quite familia: ized 
to its ghaftly countenance !—Pray, has it never 
croff.d your path in the houfes te which your 
fervices have been attached ?” 


He gravely fhook his head —it was all the an- 
fwer he made to fo ome a quettion ; but in 
few words, began to recount the difafterous ad- 
ventuies of three feveral. families which fuc- 
ceeded to each other in the Grofvenor-fquare 
houfe, who had all.come into it righ, and gone 
out of it poor. 


Lady Ann laughed immoderately. ——Lady 
Tfl-worth’s paufe of furprife at his freedom was 
broken. ‘¢ | beg you will not permit my 
fervant to enrer-into fuch fort of details in your 
prefence,” faid the grand conduétrefs of all af- 
fairs, confufed, irregular, and complicated.— 


*6 Be gone, Blif; !”? 


“6 Where, 
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«¢ Where, my Lady ?” 


‘< To the houfe !—-Order my coach this. mo= 
ment!—I fhalltake Lady Ann to fee it before 
I conclude the purchafe.”’ 


** Now, inthe name of wonder, why would 
you interrupt my amufement ?—TIs any thing 
upon earth fo charming as to hear what becomes 
of people whom one fas known but fuddenly Mif- 
fes, without guefling why or wherefore theit 
places in our circles ate vacuated 378 


** Surely, Lady Ann, no credit aflimilates 
with information obtained through the channel 
of our domettics ?” 


** On the contrary, I give them more credit 
than I beftow on reporters of any other clafs.” 


“* Certainly your Ladythip is mighty fine 
gular.” 


‘© Far from it!-I know an hundred of the 
fame opinion. | with you had not fent away 
the old man, for he diverted me extremely,”? 


6‘ There is the coach!” cried Lady Ifle 
worth, as if glad to get rid of a converfation 
12 which 


ee 
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which had, fome how or other, incumbered her 
compofure.—‘* [ have laid out a delightful 
tour ‘—I muft firft procure your approbation 
of the houfe—next take you to chufe furniture 
—afterwards call to fecure your opera-box— 
and then, I think, we fhall not be too early for 
the divine Madame. Flevetta !—pofitively you 
muft introduce her to me this very morning |— 
I ficken with impatience for the fight of that 
all-accomplifhed creature, and fhall die with 
mortification if fhe does not confent to give my 
rough diamonds f mething of the fame beauti- 
ful polifh your Ladyfhip fo eminently poffeffes !”? 


Herculean would be our labour to keep pace 
with thofe wieels whofe velocity out-runvall 
other .motio , wien direéted by two wilful 
women, madly purfuing pleafure or extrava- 
gance, unitedly the purfuit of that precious 
pair, now rattling over the pavement to fulfil 
their various appointments, Suffice it to fay, 
Lady Ann’s well-feigned violent admiration of 
the Grofvenor-fquare houfe, entirely counter- 
feit, for the purpofe of helping the family of 
her hufband on to the very brink of perdition, 
where the meditated to turn her back upon 
them for ever, produced the defired effe& ; for, 
though fhe neither made obfervations herfelf as 


fhe 
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fhe hurried through the fpacious apartments, or 
attended to thofe pointed out by Lady Ifleworth, 
yet a few rapturous expreflions, judicioufly ap- 
plied, at once compleated her lady fhip’s gratifi- 
cation, and the eagerly defired purchafe, 


The fame fportive inclination to mifchief 
accompanied Lady Ann from fhop to fhop, 
through the whole of their morning peregrina 
tions: fhe fell in love with every thing uncom- 
mon, and expired for every thing that was ex- 
penfive, till, meeting with no obftru€tions to 
her ruinous fancies, fhe grew tired with in- 
dulging them, even before Lady Ifleworth ima- 
gined that half her profufe orders for ornamen- 
tal furniture had been iffued; and when her 
fecond felf propofed adjourning to Madame Fie- 
wetta’s, whofe time for receiving vifits would 
otherwife elapfe, fhe replied— 


“ Then, for Heaven’s fake, let us ‘not lofe 
another moment—to-morrow will be foon 
enough for the opera-box; and, as to thefe 
people, they may wait on. you at home to 
reccive your Ladyfhip’s farther direCtions.” 


The next inflant found them re-feated in 
their carriage. 


I) CHAP, 
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THE GOVERNESS. 


S Toppinc at the door of an handfome 
houfe in ——-—= ftreet, Lady Ann, being told 
Madame Fievetia was at home, bounced from 
the fplendid equipage without ceremony, defi- 
red her companion to follow, ran into the hall, 
mounted the ftair-cafe, and rufhed to the draw- 
ing-room, before the fervant who preceded her 
could poffibly announce her approach. 


At the door fhe made a fhort paufe—it was 
the paufe of aftonifhment, at beholding Lord 
Benvour fitting ona fofa, by the fide of Ma- 


dame Fleveita. 


Shame had no part in the compofition of 
Lady Ann, and cunning never deferted her. 


She would have gone forward—fhe felt no 
fear of her father’s refentment, though’ ‘as 
yet 
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yet he had returned no anfwer to her curious 
penitential epiftle—fhe felt no mortification at 
what fhe confidered the renewal of an ancient 
partiality for Madame Filevetta—fhe had no wifh 
to interrupt the tender ¢/te-d-t*te; on the-con- 
trary, had policy permitted her to break in up- 
onthe lovers’ privacy, fhe would have laughed 
at, rather than frowned upon them. 


Interefted only for the fuccefs of her own 
affairs, and by no means ceitain that her father, 
fhould he happen to be out of humour, would 
not expofe her plans before they were ripe for 
execution, to Arthur’s mother, who may again 
repeat them to Arthur himfelf, fuddenly fhe 
turned back, under pretence of whifpering afew 
nothings in the ear of Lady Ifleworth ; by which 
contrivance fhe gave his lordfhip, who mutt 
have feen her enter as well as retreat, the op- 
tional choice of avoiding or meeting her. 


‘Every thing happened to her with: for, bee 
fore fhe prefented the ladies to each other, the 
noble vifiter had vanifhed, and left his chere ami 
in the full pofleflion of all that native intrepi- 
dity ever invulnerable to the shafts of accident, 
whereby fhe was enabled to give, unruffled, 
14 the 
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the daughter of Lord Benvour a very affe&tion- 
ate, and Lady Ifleworth a very gracious re- 
ception. | 


Oh!’ cried the former, as foon as they 
were feated, ‘* Am I not a good creature to 
bring you my pretty mama, whom you know 
I have done nothing but rave about ever fince 
I married the adorable Arthur!” 


Madame, more indebted to animation than 
beauty for her powers of captivation, convey- 
ed, in her fmiling affent to this requifition, the 
moft flattering approbation and the moft con- 
fummate ridicule ; the one as pointedly under- 
ftood by Lady-Ann as the other was eagerly 
adopted by her pretty mama, 


‘* ‘You are fenfible, my dear, that I am not 
prone to vanity,” faid her ladyfhip, ** or I 
fhould be abfolutely overwhelmed by your re- 
prefeatation of me to your charming friend.— 
Arthur ts equally indebted on the fame feore; 
for I declare to you, Madame Flevetta, that 
this is the fr/# time I ever heard her fly ladyfhip 
call my fon her adorable.” 


«© And it may be the Jaf,” retorted Lady 
Ann, ** becanfe fools only repeat the fame 
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“* I doat on your wit, but pray do not let it 
run away with your memory,” faid Lady Jfle- 
worth; | beg your Ladyfhip will explain to 
Madame Flevettathe domeffic motive of my in- 
trufion.” 


Lady Ann immediately began her negociation 
after this whimfical manner— . 


<< Why, you mufi know, Flevetta, we have 
more raw girls upon our hands than we know 
how to difpofe of, if you do not confent to take 
them, and -work them into fomething. like 


fafhion.”’ 


“¢ Lady Ifleworth drew up at hearing her 
daughters fpoken of fo contemptuoufly, and afked 
Madame, ‘* if fhe might hope Mifs Arabella 
Ifleworth, together with her fifter Matilda, 
could be accommodated in her family, and re- 
ceive the advantage of her tuition ?” 


Madame Flevetta, turning her large dark eyes, 
full of complacency, on the befeeching coun- 
tenance of her new acquaintance, lamented 
with all poflible good breeding, her incapacity 
to avail herfelf of Lady Ifleworth’s condefcen- 
fion, having no likelihood of any immediate va- 
eancy. 


And 
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‘¢ And I have no patience with all this non- 
fenfe !? cried Lady Ann. , §* In three words, 
the cafe is this—We have at prefent two fine 
blood-colts ready for the harnefs, with two 
others in the ftable, to whom the bridle of re- 
ftraint will become neceffary. Enraptured by 
the fpecimen J exhibit of your art in the ma- 
nege, My preity mama will break her heart, 
and I'fhall hate you as long as I /ive, unlefs you 
take our /itt/e ones, vacancy or no vacancy, into 
training.’? 


“¢ Strange creature!” exclaimed Lady Ifle- 
worth; ** you fpeak my fentiments, but in 
what cobweb cloathing do you prefent them 
to Madame Flavetta 1” | 


*¢ Juft as I prefent myfelf to the world,” 
retorted her witty ladyfhip, ‘* and as all people 
in the world prefent themfelves to each orher. 
—Look at me—look at yourfelf—look at Madame 
Flevetta!—-what are our delicate miouflins and 
thin peticoats more than cobweb coverings ?” 


«¢ Her ladyfhip was born with excellent ta- 
lents for comedy,” obferved the belle governets, 
‘¢ none of my prefent fet will ever poflefs 
half her clevernefs.” 

«* Now 
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¢¢ Now you talk of your prefent brood, pray 
let us fée them.” 


<< [ fhould like vaftly to catch a peep at the 
future’ companions of the Mifs {fleworths,’” 
re-echoed their provident mama; ‘* | cannot, 
I will not fuppofe my girls fo unfortunate as ta 
be abfolutely rejected when a vacancy foall hap- 
pen in this delightful family ; only, dear madam, 
promife them the preference —indeed, | cannot 
take my leave, without carrying away this en- 
chanting promife.” 


I wifh I could indulge your curiofity, ladies, 
as well as affure Lady Hfleworth how much { 
fhall think my felf honoured with the charge of 
her fair.daughters ; but Lady Charlotte istaken 
out by my Lady Angelhook and her bro! hex the 
elegant Colonel, to a rafHe—Lady Betty is gone 
witha young party to W indfor—-and Ree Old 
Countefs of Doubledon’s grand-daughter, with 
her three coufins, has given me the flip, to pro- 
cure fume new publications from the circulating 
library in Bond-ftreet.” 


Coon after the female trio who formed this 
converfation feparated, Lady Jfleworth returned 
home the moft delighted, Lady Ann the moft 
diverted of mortals, and Adadame remained 


alone, 


ae 
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alone, to renew her téte-a-téte with Lord 
Benvour, who, during the fhort interruption, 
had amufed himfelf in the examination of 
fome capital prints in the next apartment. 


And here it may not be amifs to enter, for 
a moment, into his lordfhip’s fentiments, pri- 
or as well as fubfequent to the receipt of his 
daughter’s letter, artfully calculated to flatter 
his ambition and gratify his revenge. 


Parents feldom look to their own condu& 
for the mirror which would fhew them their 
virtues, their vices, or their errors, refleted 
in that of their children. 


Before the birth of his only legitimate off- 
fpring, Lord Benvour had conne&ed himfelf 
by a very tender attachment to a little French 
orphan, fupported by the charity of his lady, 
whofe only reward for her benévolence was 
a broken heart.—Jealoufy embittered her days, 
and vexation fhortened them. 


Mademoifelle now affumed the title of Ma- 
dame Flevetta, on the immediate appoint- 
ment of governefs to the lovely infant of her 
ill-treated benefaCtrefs. 


She 
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She accepted the fituation with relu€tance, 
having afpired to the very firft in the family 
of her enamorata ; but, finding him proof againft 
fits, tears, and entreaties, to admit her a 
partner in all the privileges of his rank, fhe 
condefcended to accept the office of preceptrefs 
to a little innccent, hardly four years old, whofe 
morals, at fifteen, were compleatly warped 
by precept—every fenfe of fhame fmothered 
by habit—and the moft daring profligacy ac- 
quired by example. 


On Lady Ann’s elopement, her father felt 
bis difappointment much more pungently than 
he chofe to acknowledge ; he therefore feem- 
ed to treat her imprudence with cold con- 
tempt rather than burning ariger. 

Madame Flevetta, who two years before 
had formed an eftablifhment of her own, but 
preferved fome dregs of her former influence 
over his intoxicated fenfes, knew ‘how to re- 
move the burden of accufation from the 
fhoulders of her ci-devant pupil , by throwing the 
fubftantial guilt on thofe of her feducers, and 
leaving only the fhadow rcfle€ted on the re- 
putation of her favourite. 


Thefe 
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Thefe frequent reprefentations added fo 
much fuel to the flame of his lordfhip’s wrath 
againft the Ifleworths, that before he anfwered 
the letter addreffed to him by Sir Frederick, 
in extenuation of his fon’s offences, he had 
offered his hand to one of his tenant’s daugh- 
ters, in hopes that the birth of an heir might 
crufh all their expe@tations, leaving them no- 


thing to feed on in the florehoufe of futurity. 


The fudden death of his intended Countefs 
brought his lordfhip to town, in purfuit of a 
more fiable fair one ; and, whilft looking round 
the royal circle to make his eleGion, his eyes fell 
upon his daughter. 


He felt more affeQion for her at’ that mo- 
ment than he had ever felt before, and faid to 
himfelf, as he. turned away from the occafional 
glances of Lady Hleworth—‘* Curfe the old 
coquette !+-If Ann could break her fetters | 


for putting them on.” 


would forgive her 

His lordfhip continued in the fame_ peace- 
able {tate of mind to the moment when Lady 
Ann’s epiftle reached his hands, which, the 
fame day, he perfonally conveyed to thofe of 
Madame Flevetta, who ftrengthened his newly 
revived feutiments in favour of Lady Ann fo 
much, 
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much, that he renounced the fcheme of a fe- 
cond marriage, and, in the fpeculation of her 
ladyfhip’s arrangements, added to a_ fplendid 
alliance in reverfion, he fat himfelf down per- 
fe&ly content with his domeftic profpeats, de- 
termined to remain neuter till he could receive 
his daughter as Countefs of Clarence; for 
which reafon alone he would enter into no cor- 
refpondence with, or even look at Lady Ann, 
when fhe came upon him by furprife in the 
houfe of Madame Flevetta. 


He wifhed fuccefs to the caufe with his whole 
foul, but Ais interference, he thought, would 
retardrather than promote it. To know that his 
daughter was an adultrefs gave him lefs pain 
than he received pleafure, from the confidera- 
tion of the difgrace her criminality would draw 
down on her hufband and his family—He 
would neither write to or converfe with his 
daughter pricr to her emancipation, but refolved, 
wherever chance might throw him in the way 
of Lord Clarence, to treat him with marked 
diftin@ion, as the prelude to a perfeét recon- 
ciliation when the grand event fhould be ac- 
complifhed. 


FASHIONABLE LNVOLVEMENTS. 


COA Bae 


WHAT MAY BE EXPECTED, 


Carissa having once opened her heart 
to Mrs. St. Edmonds, refpe@ing its inquietude 
for a firft, and, as fhe feared, an unfortunate 
paflion, found fo fweet a confolation from the 
maternal tendernefs with which fhe would now 
foothe the fmart of difappointment, now 
ftrengthen the wounded mind to fupport it, that 
by degrees, like a flower in the bud, fhe un- 
folded every rifing thought to the comforting 
warmth oftriendly confidence, a type appropriate 
to defcribe that blef{fed luminary before whofeche- 
rifhing rays Nature proudly difplays her whole 
fiore of concealed treafures. So loves the bafhful 
maiden bluthingly to yieldup her deareft fecrets 
on the bofom of friendfhip. 


Mrs, St. Edmonds managed her ftricken pa- 
tient with fuch fkilful addrefs, that, in fpite of 
Percival Bateman’s obftinate filence, fhe could 
not 
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not but flatter herfelf Clariffa’s cure was-more 
than half ‘effected. 


Her progrefs in the acquirement of health— 
her renovated fpirits—the compofure with which 
fhe reafoned on the probability of her lover’s 
being unfaithfulher fenfible plans for fuppor- 
ting the dignity of her own conduct, by fend- 
ing back all Percival’s letters, as foon as fhe 
fhould be infurmed of his return to Britain—and 
frequent proteftations never more to think upon 
him, except with the ‘moft perfe& difference 
—not only impofed on the credulity of Mrs. 
St. Edmonds, but completely deceived her- 
felf. 


‘The Queen’s birth-day happened at the dif- 
tance of three weeks from the time of Lady 
Ann’s. prefentation, and Mifs Ifleworth was 
again fummoned to fwell out the train of this 
fecond pompous exhibition. 


The order came accompanied with a very 
civil requeft from her mother, foliciting Mr. 
Curry’s permiffion for Clarifla to remain. in 
town till the week -following, to receive her 
father and amufe her fifters, -** who, poor things, 
were moped to death,” the faid, ‘* for want of 
fociety.”’ 


However 


ie 
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However mortifying the neceffity for parting 
fo many days from their darling inmate, neither 
Mr. Curry or Mrs. St. Edmonds threw any 
impediments in the path of her obedience, to 
which fhe yielded with reluctance, having al- 
ready learned how to eftimate rational enjoy- 


ments, and how to defpife the purfuits of adif- 
fipated multitude, 


Something like a fad pre-fentiment clung upon 
her ideas as fhe entered the mauifion of extra 
vagance. Urfula, who knew her young lady 
was expected, anxionfly waited her arrival at a 
window, from whence fhe flew down to the 
hall and met her at the door, where with allthe 
ignorant fignals of aftonifhment pecu'iar to her 
flation, fhe announced the elopement of Ara- 
bella and Matilda, who before their mother re- 
turned from the Haymarket mafquerade, had 
that morning made their efeape from the tapef- 
try chamber, and were gone off with two gen- 
tlemen, who had been feen to carry them away 
ina coach and fix at the bottom of ———«« 
ftreet. 


Lefs furprifed then grieved at her fifter’s 
mifcondut, Clariffa rufhed into the prefence 
of Lady Ifleworth, expe€ting to have found 
her in as pitiable a fituation as when ftruggling 
with 
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with thofe horrible hyfterick fits to which fhe 
had feen her reduced by the fimple operation of 
an undertaker’s epiftle ; but, inftead of finding 
an afflié&ted mother, torn with anguifh for the 
fate of her imprudent children, fhe faw her 
lady fhip fitting before a glafs, fancifully adju(t- 
ing, by way of rehearfal, the ornaments which 
were intended to adorn her own perfon the day 


following. 


<* Oh, mama!” eried Clariffa, throwing here 
felf on a chair, and burfting into tears, which 
impeded her farther utterance. 


«© Well, what’s the matter now, Mifs Ifle- 
worth? Your fitters are gone '—that is neither 
your fault nor mine. We rout forget them and 
their difgrace altogether.— You, as well as Ar- 
thur, Diana, and Stella, will fare the better 
for their indifcretion.”” 


“© Say not fo, mama—I would rather be a 
beggar than enriched by their fhame!— Dear 
mama, may they not yet be overtaken {” 


© Yes, child!—No doubt when they are 
acquainted with the cream, and refle& that they 
have only given themfelves to the very fcum 


of the nation, repentance will overtake them.” 
€ But 
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** But the people you muft have fent to pur- 
fue the ill-fated girls, may they not be in time 
to refcue them from incurring the dreadful 
penalty of their errors ?” 


** Are you out of your fenfes too, Mifs [fle- 
worth ! —Do you fuppofe I have not enough to 
employ my fervants, fo near the bicth-day, 
without fending them God knows where, gal- 
loping after two run-aways !—No, let them 
fullow their own inventions—I have done with 
them for ever !——-Now, tell me your opinion 
of this cap—it is fent home, you fee, with only 
two feathers—three, I think, would be much 
handfomer, and infinitely more becoming. 
Lord! child, dry up your tears, or go to your 
chamber !— fuch forrowfu! countenances always 
give me the vapours,” 


Unable to obey this lack-feeling command in 
its firft:inflance, with the fecond Clariffa readi- 
ly. acquiefced, there to Jament her fitters’ im+ 
prudence and her mother’s infenfibility ; but 
was not long fuffered to enjoy that privilege 
unmolefted, it being interrupted by a fummons 
from her ladyfhip, who faftened on her reluc- 
tant duty the difagreeable talk of informing Sir 
Frederick with every peculiar refpeting the 
clopement of his two daughters, which, though 
amounting 
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amounting to no more than that they were gone, 
and had been feen to enter acoach, condu€ted by 
two young men, at four in the Morning, Cla- 
riffa could not retrace on paper, without ming- 
ling her ink with the overflowings of her own 


fadnefs. | 


Maugre the refpe@ful, but energetic elo- 
quence of all the filial remonftrances that could 
be advanced by Mifs Ileworth, to perfuade 
her infatuated mother of the impropriety which 
might refle& on their own chara@ters, by going 
into public fo immediately fubfequent to their 
family misfortune, her fenfible obfervations 
produced no change in the refolution of Lady 
Ifleworth—to Court the would gomand Lady 
Ann fupported the fat, by a declaration, that 
fhe had no notion of young women turning dic- 
ators; even lefs, that the frolicks of two giddy-~ 
pated chits fbowld overturn the fyftem of wifer 
people.”">———Cariffa did not, in her own mind, 
admit of the diftin@tion, but, fearing that any 
retort mrght offend her mother, fhe remained 
filent, and the next day attended them to the 
drawing-room, the whole party more fplendid- 
ly, and, if poffible, more extravagantly equip- 
ped, than on the bridal prefentation; to the ex- 
pence ofwhich might be added the richly embroi- 
dered effulgent coat of the bridegroom, whom a 
weighty 
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weighty bribe from his doating mama had pre- 
vailed on for once to fhew-his handfoine perfon 
an the royal circle ? for which honour he duly 
prepared himfelf, by attending the preceding 
day at the King’s levee. 


CHAP. XXVI. 


THE TOUCHSTONE OE HEROITSM. 


Hururrto we have feen Clariffa fuftain 
her own tender difappointments, whether real 
or imaginary, with much greater firmnefs than 
fhe {uppocted the ruinous confequences of her 
parenis’ diffipation ; but let us behold her in the 
very a& of furveying, with fixed eyes and chan- 
ging colour, Percival, her. beloved Percival, 
knecling to kifs the fair hand of majetty, and 
we fhall difcover her tormer univerfal commife- 
tation all concentered in the moit torturing ago- 
ny of felfith defpair, every moment exaggera- 
ted by the whifpers which reached her ear from 
an admiring ccowd of {petators, that his pre- 
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fentation by Lord Dunfton was the prelude of 
his marriage with his amiable coufin, the eldeft 
daughter of that nobleman—her foul fickened 
at the © offictous report—her eyes clofed— 
her head grew giddy —Lord Cla:ence caught her 
in his arms, when no longer able to fupport 
herfelf, and with the affiitance of her brother, 
bore the lifelefs burden to an outer room, fol- 
lowed by Lady Ann and Lady Ifleworth, who 
infifted on her being fent home the moment the 
began to recover, leaving the gentlemen to con- 
duct her, whilf they themfelves returned to 
the circle. 


Harris, greatly alarmed for her young lady, 
whom fhe faw in a ftate of infenfibility, fent 
for the houfehold apothecary, by whofe orders 
fhe was conveyed to bed, the room darkened, 
quiet prefcribed, and atermble fever proguof- 
ticated, which, before the ladies re-entered the 
houfe, was in part verified ‘* but not fo bad,’? 
obferved her mother, to the phyfical attendant, 
from whom, without going into the fick cham- 
ber, fhe liftened to a long train of un‘ortunate 
fymptoms——‘* not fo bad as to prevent my at- 
tending Lady Ann to the balle- ~-the poor child 
Will be better to-morrow; or, if worfe, you 


may fend for Dr, W 


Here 
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Here let me obferve, that this tender parent,not 
to difturb the repofe of her fuffering daughter, 
had the great confideration to order change of 
drefles for herfelf and Arthur’s wife at the 
Giofvenor-fquare houfe, by this time complete- 
ly furnifhed, having engaged to conclude the 
night wiih a felet party of Fare’s honourable fa- 
mily. 


Before midnight Clariffa became delirious: 
the phyfician arrived, pronounced her difordet 
the fmall pox, but gave hopes that ‘the fort would 
be favourable. Harris acquainted hee lady with 
thefe particulars, whilft unmaking her toilet at 
five o’clock inthe morning, who faid fhe would 
be called at whatever hour Dr. W————— re- 
peated his vifit, devoutly praying, not for the 
life of Mifs Hleworth, but the preferyation of 
her beauty. When told he was juft come from 
the fick-chamber, and waited her ladyfhip’s 
commands, fhe dectared herfelf fo fatigued, and 
fo very fleepy, that it was impoffible fhe could 
get up, but fhould thank him if he would come 
to her,bed-fide. He readily acquiefced; con- 
firmed her moft fanguine hopes, that the charms 
‘of her daughter were threatened with no dimi- 
nution.—** The fever,” he faid, ‘* had abated, 
the puftules appeared, and every thing was in 
a fair train for her fpeedy recovery.” 


“You 
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‘You not know, Sir,” cried the delighted 
matron, ‘* what exquifite pleafure it gives me, 
to hear you fay that this dirty difeafe will leave 
none of its difgufting traces on the features of 
Clarifflaa—And now,” prefenting him with a 
double fee, together with one of her nof uncome- 
ly hands, ‘* be is fo good as to tell me, finceres 
ly, if1 am equal to any particular exertions.” — 


<“‘ Your pulfe, Madam,” ‘he replied, drily, 
after ferious examination, ‘* beats in perfect 
unifon with thofe of moft other ladies of your 
own rank in fociety.” 


‘* But do you think I may venture totake a 


journey ?”’ 


©’ Certainly.”’ 


“And that I fhall have flrength enough, at 
the end ofit, toenter upona mighty ative fi- 
tuation ©” 


“* What your Ladyfhip Aas done is the beft 
encouragement for what you may yet be able to 
do.” 

‘The fecret now came out, that fhe had, on 
the preceding evening, learned from undoubted 
authority, Parliament would diffolve the next 
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day but one; upon which intelligence the had made 
a party with her fou, Lady Ann, and Lord Cla- 
rence, to give SirFrederick their perfonal fupport 
in carrying his, eleQion.—** And you know, my 
dear Sir,”’ faid fhe, ‘‘ what a bore it muft be to 
prefide over the entertainments of fuch a /winj/b 
multitude. But without this facrifice Sir Fre- 
detick will make no hand of it.” 


Dr. W——— hinted, ‘£* that asthe members 
would not be returned immeditately, it might 
be better, both for her health and fatisfaction, 
to delay the journey until Mifs [fieworth’s reco- 
very fhould be completely eftablifhed.” 


Tothe firft part of this remonftrance fhe re- 
plied, that delays. were dangerous, and many 
votes might be loft to her hufband, which the 
charming vivacity of Lady Ann would certain- 
ly fecure.”"— As to the fecond, fhe aflured 
him, when taking his leave, ‘* that fhe fhould, 
foon as fhe could get up, write to Mifs [fleworth’s 
city acquaintance, a mighty notable gentlewo- 
man, to come and fupply the place of nurfe in 
her abfence.””"———She actually did, that very 
day, addrefs aletter to Mrs, St Edmonds ; and 
in the evening this diftraked party took their 
departure for: fhire, where theircompany 
was neither expeéted or defired. 


His 


PTTL, . 1 EP HL IE Ce & Cpege 


FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENT S. 195 


His fitter attended Mr, Curry to Portman- 
fquare, in confequence of the unpleafant intelli- 
gence conveyed to them by the mother of their 
adopted darling, muttering execrations the whole 
way on the unfeeling parent, who could thus 
abandon her child to the moft virulent of all 
difeafes. But finding, by the evidence of his 
own fenfes, its fymptoms uncommonly favour- 
able, his alarms, though not his anger fubfided ; 
and, fending for the ma:tre/fed’ hotel, he inform- 
ed her, that neither Mrs. St Edmonds or him- 
felf fhould leave the houfe till Mifs Mleworth 
could return with them ; at the fame time, put- 
ting thirty guineas into her hand, he defired fhe 
would provide for their accommodation. 


Clariffa did not detain. them long on ‘this cha- 
ritable wifit; fhe received them in her drefling- 
room, and four days after, with the perfe& ap- 
probation of Dr. W , fhe attended them 
back to Enfield, with only the mark of two 
fmall crimfon fpots on her left cheek, and a 

thorn in her heart, which all the tender {kill of 
her affectionate confidential friend vainly en- 
deavoured to extract, Mrs.St Edmonds fcorn. 
ed to adminifter-for the true balfam of hope the 


guack medicine of fantafy : fhe believed Percival 
really unfaithful; therefore had no recourfe to 
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probabilities ov poffibilities to hoowink the fenfes of 
anamiable girl, already but foo fufceptible. In 
a few weeks fhe had reafon to congratulate her- 
felf on the fuccefs of her new mode of practifing 
on a wounded fpisit: Clariffa’s chearfulnefs re- 
turned; the feldom fpoke ofher lover ; and every 
thing went on as before accident ‘threw him 


in her way at St. James’s. 


Lady Hleworth reckoned erroneoufiy, in fup- 
pofing the prefence of her riotous party at 
would affift the caufe of Sir Frederick ; nothing 
could have been more mal-a propos; he-curfed 
their officioufnefs from the very bottom of his 
heart; and, had Ae ever been in the habit of 
command, or fhe ladies in that of obedience, 
they muft have decamped:  inftead ‘thereof, 
they fet themfelves down at an hotel, the head- 
quarters of Sir Frederick, where’he lived pretty 
nearly at the fame rate that a Prince of the bloed 
would have been charged:in Pall-Mall or Ger- 
_ main-ftreet. 


‘Lady Hleworth gave ‘balls, concerts, and 
mafquerades.—Lady Ann, driven by Lord Cla- 
rence in hiscurricle, begged from door to deor, 
and offered her fair cheek to the lips of every 
greafy voter inclined to tafe of its ambrofial 
fweetnefs.— 
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fweetnefs.—Arthur got drank oftener than once 
inthe four and twenty hours—Whilft Sir Fre- 
detick walked about fullen and filent, like the 
ghoft of his own departed hopes, martyred be 
anticipation, having firlt fquandered feven 
thoufand pounds, that his fon might fucceeed 
him in the borough when himfelf fhould be call- 
ed uptothe Houfe of Lords. 


The mother of Arthur perfitted in her ufual 
creed, that every thing ‘was going on juft as it 
fhould do;—the wife of. Arthur boafted, that 
her condefcenfions had made more voters than all 
the Baronet’s gold ;—whilft Arthur himfelf, 
when bleffed with the powers of articulation, 
{wore that ftrong beer and roaft beef were the 
very beft friends in their interett. 


Amidét the convivial harmony of an cle&ion, 
it will not appear extraordinary that the hitherto 
difcreet lovers faould, at an unguarded moment, 
have furnifhed Mr. Iffeworth with a// the mate- 
rials fora divorce—that Lady Ann fhould be fent 
back to her father—Lord Clarence fcamper off 
from the field of deteGtion—that Lady Ileworth 
fhould plead for her amiable, but too unfortunate 
daughter-in-law—ttat fhe fhould attribute the 
accident to poor Artbut’s flovenly inattentions— 
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that poor Arthur fhould feel himfelf the happiett 
of the whole party—or that Sir Frederick fhould 
curfe them altogether. 


Such were our divided family on the eve of the 
ele&tion, fome going one way, fome another ; 
kut, though Lady Ann and Lord Clarence took 
different roads, they met by appointment at 
——-e=e=, arid one chaife conveyed them to 
the houfe of her ladythip’s ci-devant governefs. 


Arthur, panting for freedom, turned a deaf 
ear to the commands of his father, beheld with 
indifference the affeGted fits of his mother, and 


galloped away towards Do&or’s Commons for 
tedrefs of grievances. 


He firft alighted in Portman-fquare to re- 
frefh ; but there no refreflment could be pro- 
duced, except one fervant only; the whole 
houfehold, together with his two little fitters, 
had emigrated to Enfield Chace, and the goods 
of his father were once more under requifition. 
Elebeftowed fome hearty anji-bleffings on the law- 
agents, and made the beft of his way to his own 
houfe in Grofvenor-fquare, without finding his 
condition changed for the better, a fecond bat- 
talion 
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talion from the corps Jegal having taken poffeffion 
of that alfo.——How all thefe matters came about 
will be the fubjeét of the next chapter. 


CHAP. XXVII. 


VARIETY. 


Loapy Ifleworth, when fhe agreed for the 
leafe of the houfe, gave a check upon old 
Bateman for the purchafe-money, her ready 
cafh being nearly diffipated. Of this fhe ad- 
vertifed him bya well-ftudied dil/et-doux, not 
doubting but he who had done fo mach would do 
nore, on the fame ufurious terms. A carte blanche 
accompanied her note, which he was at liberty 
to fill up with what figures he pleafed, whether 
for fix hundred or fix thoufand pounds was a 
matter of the utmoft indifference to her ladyfhip, 
and the next day fhe fet out to join her huf- 
band at 


e 
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The perfon who received the check, well fa- 
tisfied as to the credit of Bateman, delayed more 
than a weck, till other bufinefs carried’ him to 
the city, before he prefented it for payment, 
when, to his utter aftonifament, it was not only 
fimply protefled, but with fuch vehement ex- 
€crations on the extravagance of Lady Mleworth, 
that, as foon as he returned home, he fent in an 
exccution to fecure himfelf; which no fooner 
took air, than. the proprietor of the Portman- 
{quare houfe, to whom Sir Frederick was two 
years in arrears for rent, followed his example. 


Thefe fteps proclaimed fo general an alarm 
among ft the numerous herd of the Baronet’s cré- 
ditors, that one of them, wifer than the reft, 
the lofs of whofe debt would have been his 
total deftruGtion, pofted away to . 
where he arrived juft in time to be gratified 
with the news, that Sir Frederick had that 
day loft his ele@ion by a very great majority ; 
on which agreeable tidings he turned the 
head of his horfe, got into the diligence 
at the firft flage, arrived in London at ten 
the next morning, and, by the affiftance 
of his folicitor, provided the neceflary forms 
for obtaining perfonal fecucity on the ex-mem- 
ber, whofe return to town he awaited with 
extreme impatience. 


Executions 
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Executions in great houfes, though butlightly 
treated by the heads, are fometimes confidered 
by the inferior members of a family as very fe- 
rious difafters: and this fecond intrufion on the 
premifes of theirabfent matter, conducted with 
little ceremony and lefs delicacy, not oaly tright- 
ened the fervants, but the nurfery babes were 
fo completely terrified, that Urfula, leaving 
them in the very a& of {creaming to be comfort- 
ed by the houfe-keeper, went with all ex edi- 
tion to Broad-ftreet, where fhe told her tale of 
woe with fo much feeling, that in lefs than an 
hour Mr. Curry releafed the weeping children 
from their captivity, and conveyed them to 
Enfield, with orders for as many of the fer- 
vants as chofe to accept the humane invitati- 
on to follow them thither, on being affured 
they had neither money or credit by which they 
might exift till the return of Sir Frederick, No 
wonder, then, that his hofpitable. villa thould 
be filled with the innocent vi&ims of crimi- 
nai diffipation, 


Mr. Curry, with one of his little protegées 
in each hand, fmilingly prefented them to his 
fifter and their own, kindly faying—«« T hefe 
are my friends—-give. them your hearts’ bet 
welcome.”” 


Immediatiztely 
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Immediately they were preffed in the arms 
of Mrs. St. Edmonds, and. their fweet faces 
covered with the kiffes of Clariffa, whofe eyes 
foftly beamed the emotions of a foul pene- 
trated by gratitude; but fhe- would not have 
known the extent of her obligation, if the 
. pretty prattlers, with uplifted hands and ani- 

mated geftures, had not began’ a fubje& which 
it now behoved the bencvolent merchant to fi- 
Ve nifh, taking care to hurt as little as poffible the 
acute fenfibility of his beloved ward. But, maugre 
all his tender precaution, rivers of tears bedewed 
her cheeks during the whole of his recital ; and, 
when concluded, fhe fell at his. feet, covered 
her face with both hands, and fobbed out— 


«© Oh, Sir, we are beggared—we are un- 
done!—even your generous goodnefs cannot 
refcue us from the fangs of-——” 


She could fay no more; but, being raifed 
to the arms of Mrs. St. Edmonds, fainted on 
her bofom. 


Urfula, by order of Mr, Curry, had taken 
the children frotn the room and condu€ted 
them to the garden, where fhe contrived to 


divert them till Clariffla’s grief had in_ part 
yielded 
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yielded to the foothing voice of friendthip.— 
Again fhe beheld them—and again her for- 
rows reviving, they were once more hurried 
from her fight. 

‘¢ Dear, ill-fated creatures !?? fhe cried; 
wringing her hands, and following them with 
the tendereft looks of commiferation, ** J have 
been a fine lady, weak, diflipated, extravagant— 
I deferve to ‘be unhappy!——But what have 
you done, innocent children, that your fate 


thould be fteeped in bitternefs ?” 


** Do you forget,” faid Mr. Curry, with 
particular gravity, not arifing from difpleafure, 
but proceeding fiom fympathy—‘* Do you for- 
get that I have juft now told you J am the felf- 
adopted father of you a//?—Never will I mix 
inthe cup of your fate or theirs the gall of bit- 
ternefs.”” 


** Liften to my brother,. dear Clariffa, and 
be comforted,” cried Mrs. St. Edmonds 5 « re- 
{pect him as your firft, beft parent ; and, when 
my love for you fhall have deferved the diftinc- 
tion, honoui me with the fecond fond appel- 
lation ;—in his own words, ** J will be the 
mother of you aj,” 


Clariffa 
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Clariffa could only kifs the hands of her con- 
foling patrons, and water them with wunconta- 
minated tears of filial piety ;—fhe wept the 
mifery into which her parents’ mifmanagement 
had inevitably plunged themfelves—thefe were 
the drops of excruciating anguifh;—fhe wept, 
from a variety of fenfations, over the tender 
affurances, thai the fupport to which fhe her- 
felf had fo fondly clung fhould be extended to 
her filters—thefe tears were the diftillation of 
peace, which hope extracted from the very 
bofom of defpair.—She could not, all at once, 
recover her tranquillity ; but, whilft prefcrib- 
ing bounds to her affi@ion, fhe fet none to 
her gratitude—it overflowed the confines of 
filence; her heart became its altar, her tongue 
could not but a@ as its prieftefs.—Nothing was 
more.fimple than her profeflions—nothing more 
fublime than the truth with which they were 
uttered. 


thd be oe Vis 


CONSEQUENCE OF ELECTIONEERINE. 


é< ] Cannot think, my dear,” faid Lady 
Ifleworth to “ir Frederick, the morning af- 
ter he had loft his eleGtion, ** what bewitch- 
ed you to run after this ue borough, when 
a peerage was abfolutely flaring you in the 
face.” 


*¢ Before I anfwer that d—d impertinent 
queftion, tell me Madam,” retorted Sir Fre- 
derick, ‘* what officious devil condu@ed 
you, your imp of a daughter, your block- 
head of a fon, your infamous rafeally friend, 
that whelp of perdition, Clarence, to mar my 
plans, fpend my money, and expofe my under- 
ftanding ?”? 


«© I deny 
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‘¢ T deny the whole in tofo,’’ was her lady- 
fhip’s laconic vindication. 


Sir Frederick fat before a table covered with 
memento’s of their mutual profufion during 
the canvafs, al of which were brought in for 
payment previous to his departure. From thefe 
papers he only felected one charge, and that in 
the lump, placed at the foot of a long lift of 
domeftic expences incurred by their refidence 
at the hotel —It ran thus— 


*¢ Item, For furnifhing four-balls 
aud two coricerts - £. 14400.” 

This monftrous article had already been for- 
cea upon the optics of Lady Ifleworth by her 
enraged hufband.—She had furveyed the de- 
mand with her cuftomary fans froid, and de- 
clared ** fhe thought it extremely reafonable :— 
the fame eritertainments in town muft have been 
double the fum, though to a much better pur- 
pofe, that fhe was ready to allow,” 


We have faid, that Sir Frederick had a 
fecond time feized on this one unfo.tunate pa- 
per; and we verily believe, had it been loaded 
with lead, he wowld have hurled it at the head 
of his puppet: but the only hope he now. pof- 
fefled 
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felled. fufpending from the cobweb fupport of 
her independence, tickled his imagination, and 
produced its ufual effe&s, of tranfmuting his 
upbraidings into filence, and his rage into ful- 
lennefs. 


A waiter entered, to know. his Honour’s 
pleafure, when he would fpcak to the ladies 
and gentlemen who filled up the hall, to have 
their accounts fettled. 


‘¢ Inform them,” faid the Baronet, ** that 
I am going to town, and will fend my ftew- 
ard to fettle with them—Order my carriage ; 
and tell my fcoundrels 1 will blow their brains 
out, if they are not at the door in ten mi- 
nutes.”’ 


Away went the man, and was immediately 
followed by his matter, in whofe ear had been 
whifpered the return to his own meflage. 


“© Has your Honour any commands for me ?? 
fubmiffively afked mine hoft of the garter. 


«© None in the world, my good friend— 
you are an honett fellow—I have a very great 
refpe& of your talents, and you may depend 
on my future favours.” 

‘© T hope 


i"? 
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‘* | hope your Honour finds no fault ?? 


*¢ Very far from it,’ interrupted Lady Ifle- 
worth ; “* you have difplayed abilities in your 
entertainments that would uot difgrace the 
moft celebrated of our confe&tioners ; and if 
you will remove to town under my patronage, 
you may foon make your fortune.” 


<¢ Pith!’ eried Sit Frederick. 


‘“ Your Ladyfhip’s goodnefs is greater than 
my deferts,” returned the landlord, ina voice of 
ftudied forrow; but | am a poor man, who 
has provided every thing on his Honour’s cre- 
dit—-my own would not have been taken for 
a pot of beer.”’ . 


‘© Well, well,’’ peevithly exclaimed Sir Fre- 
derick, ‘* let us have no more of your poverty 
—I fhall thank you to go and haften my fer- 
vants.”” 


‘© Mine hoft faid he would go but ftood 
ftock ftill, with his eyes fixed upon the many 
flips of paper which contained the precious 
amount of his moft exorbitant demands. 


The 
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The character of thefe oblique glances was 
an exordium fo perfeGly .underftood by the 
diffatished Baronet, that he repeated his orders 
with no better fuccefs; nor did the authorita- 
tive tones in which he announced them ferve, 
as they were intended, to intimidate the filent 
orator——his fury rofe in proportion, 


<* What the devil do you ftand ftaring at, 
when you fee me in fuch a hurry to be 
gone ?”? 


“* IT was looking at my /it#le account, your 
Honour.” 


* Well, Sir, you have feen it before, [ 
fuppofe !” | 

“* Yes, Sir Frederick, I wrote it with my 
own hand; and, errors excepted, you will 
not find yourfelf more honeftly dealt with in 
the whole town of ————,”’ 


** Zounds, man!” impatiently ftamping on 
the floor, ‘* who difputes your honefty ? all I 


want with you is to fend me out of your 
houfe.”? : | 


i only 
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** T only wait, your Honour, to fettle the 


a 


““ T have fettled it already with the wai- 


ter.”? 


‘* He did not tell me fo,’ flily obferved 
the publican. 


‘* Damn’d fcoundrel !” vociferated the Ba- 
ronet. 

‘* | thank your Honour a thoufand times,” 
replied the arch angler—‘** he does not mean 
to cheat me out of the money—but, as you, 
Sir, have purd it into his hands, here is your 
receipt,”’ 

_ Put it up—put itup my friend:—I did not 
abfolutely pay him the money ; but, what is ex- 
aly the fame thing, I faid 1 would fend my 
fleward to difcharge a// my debts.” 


«© | am forry your Honour fhould be forced 
on the trouble of paying them yourfelf—my 
neighbours are all in a clamour below ftairs 
—fome of them, I know have taken difagree- 
able fteps already—very difagreeable ! every 
body 
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body laments your Honour’s bad luck, but 


they fay they muf? be paid.” 


‘* Nay, my dear,” cried her ladyfthip ‘* why 
fuffer yourfelf to be bored fo unmercitully !— 
pay the creatures, and fend them about their 


bufinefs.”’ 


More alarmed by the covered threats of 
his landlord than compliant to the will of his 
lady, Sir Frederick examined the ftrength of. 
his pocket-book, which, not being able to hold 
out againft the whole hoft of befiegers, after 
much muttering, he compromifed the affair, 
by paying the publican, who on his part pro- 
mifed to be refponfible for the patient waiting 
ef all the other creditors, well knowing their 
bills, though fent in, had not as yet been fol- 
lowed by perfonal attendance. No wonder, 
then, that the lofing candidate, in pafling 
through the hall to his carriage, fhould meet 
with no obftruGtion from duns of any defcrip- 
tion; moft likely, at that period, they were 
adonizing themfelves,. to make a refpectable 
figure before the great man, or the great man’s 
valet, afcertained that from one or the other 
of them they fhould obtain the honour of an 
audience. 


Arthur 
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Arthur, immerfed in his own critical affairs, 
had no time cither to think upon thofe of his 
father’s, or to acquaint him by letter how 
much they ftood in need of regulation; fo that 
Sir Frederick, on his arrival in town, was in 
no way prepared for thofe guefts by whom 
his houfe was pre-occupied—-drones which, 
one admitted into the hive, whilft any honey 
remains will not depart from it. 


It is abfolutely impoffible to defcribe the Ba- 
ronet’s tumultuous “execrations, or the tm- 
moveable placidity of his lady, when, in the 
dead of night, pinched with cold, ftarving 
with hunger, and overcome with fatigue, they 
feund themfclves uider their fumptuous roof, 
without fire or candle light nothing to eat or 
wherewithal to compofe their couch, beds 
and bedding being packed, ready for carriage 
to a celebrated auction-room in Pall-Mall ; 
and Lady Ifleworth obferved, “* that none of 
the furniture was in its proper place.”—This 
fhe faid with more feeling, than when told her 
little deferted ones, for whom fhe condefcended 
to enquire, had been received into the protec- 
tion of Mr. Curry—** It is mighty well,” was 
her reply—‘* one place is as good for them as 
another They are too young to be fafhioned— 
—lI fuppofe. 
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—I! fuppofe they will be finely ftuffed; but I 


hope they may not grow coarfe and vulgar.” 


Sir Frederick flew from room to room, like 
one poffefled with a ,legion of evil fpirits, 
kicking down this, knocking down that, 
and upfetting the other—curfing himfelf 
by bell, book, and candle, if he did not 
fet fire to all his houfes, and confume 
his wife in the conflagration—whilft Lady 
Ifleworth was calmly fending two of the five 
fervants who attended them on their woe-began 
journey, one to order fupper at the neareft 
hotel, the other to procure chairs for their cone 
veyance thither. 


Every thing being ready for emigration, 
the lord and lady of the manfion forfook that 
home which their own folly had rendered 
worfe than comfortlefs; and the rage of Sir 
Frederick extinguifhed by its own violence, 
he wonderfully played his part at the fupper- 
table, covered at a fhort notice with the moft 
tempting viands.—At five in the morning, 
fufficiently rocky to forget all his mortifications, 
his ears full of a thoufand profitable fchemes, 
devifed by. his never-defponding help-mate— 
his eyes fixed in their fockets, and his brain 
fwimming in Burgundy, he rambled to the 
chamber prepared for his reception, where we 
will 
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2th 
will leave him to all the enjoyments that in- 
ebriation capable of beftowing. 


CP API ARDS. 
A GREAT MAN IN RETIREMENT. 


Carissa, whofe tender hopes had been 
fo lately blafted by the defertion of her lover, 
was little able to contend with that domettic af- 
fliGtion which configned her parents to deftruc- 
tion, and their children to dependence; fhe 
fmiled only in the prefence of her benefactors 
—in their abfence no traSt of a fmile remained 
onher faded cheek; nor is that bloom to be 
coveted by the young, the gay, the beautiful, 
which, unimpaired, can ftand the ftorm of dif- 
appointed affe@tion, and which the tears of filial 
‘piety cannot extinguith, 


One day, the third after that marked by the 
return of the moft thoughtlefs couple in the 
world 
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world, to a world almoft as thoughtlefs as them= 
felves,——Mr.Curry arrived from the city at much 
earlier hour thanufual ; he prefenteda packet 
to Clariffa, which, he faid, had been left for 
her at his counting-houfe, and at his own re 
queft, fhe retired to examine itscontents. 


Mrs. St Edmonds remarked on the countenance 
of her brother fomething which denoted difcom- 
pofure and vexation: this cireumftance was fo 
uncommon that her fears caught the alarm.—— 
** You are veryill, or very unhappy !”? faid fhe, 


** Not i//,” he replied, “but confefs I am 
infinitely diftreffed.? — - 


**Good God! my dear George, you make 
me tremble—your bounty, likethat of Heaven, 
I know hasever been unlimitedOh, forbid it, 
mercy? that the kindnefs you have fhewn 
to others fhould be the means of deranging yout 
Own affairs.”’ 

A fmile being a fwifter meffenger than words 
or motion, the merchant fent ont one, winged 
with conviction, to the relief of her anxiety, be- 
fore the fpoke, or preffed the hand fympathy di- 
rected towards him. 

“‘T thank you, Elizabeth,” faid he, “ for 
your fifterly folicitudes=My affairs are in the di- 
rection of a good Providence, who manages 


for his humble agent much better than he-could 
do 


ce 
og 
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do for himfelf; and if, inftead of daily increaf- 
ing my opulence, it fhould have pleafed my gra- 
cious Principal to have plunged me into difficul- 
tics, unearned by guilt or imprudence, ftill, with 
patient diligence, I might have worked out my 
own remedy; but, to prop the fhattered finan- 
ces of extravagant folly, is laborioufly perplex- 
ing, if-not abfolute labour in vain—the tafk is 
arduous, and the fuccefs uncertain.”’ 


The re-entrance of Clariffa, and the fud- 
den paufe her prefence occafioned, explain- 
ed to Mrs. Edmonds what parties were impli- 
cated inthe latter part of herbrother’s moft fen- 
fible remarks— fhe wifhed me to proceed, and 
fhe could have difpenfed with the flighteft in- 
terruption, even though occafioned by her dar- 
ling protegée. 


With a fweet modeft fupplicating air, Cla- 
riffa approached her friends, as they fat together 
on the fame fofa, and faid, re-delivering the 
packet Mr. Curry had juft before put into her 
hands, ‘“Deareft Sir, will you have the good- 
nefs to dire what anfwer | fhall make to my 
poor imprudent fifters—they are married |” 


‘Tam glad of it,” replied the merchant, as 
he glanced over two fad fcrowls, ill fpelt, and 
fearcely legible, ‘‘ the levity of their condudt 
might 
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might have been attended with worfe confe- 
quences.—=Say, on my authority, their parents 
wil/not pardonthem, andcannot affift them : but, 
my dear, 1 would have you add, that | will ex- 
amine their hufbands before they leave town, and, 
if the young men are good for any thing, they 
fhall not want a friend to forward them in their 
avocations.” 


Delighted with this benevolent meflage, Cla- 
rifla retired, that no time might be loft in convey- 
ing it to her fifters ; and Mr. Curry re-commen= 
ced that information which her entrance had im- 
peded, the fubftance of which was as follows. 


He founda note at his counting-houfe, with- 
out any fignature, merely ftating, that the day 
before Sir Frederick Ifleworth had been taken 
into cuftody, witha dire€tion to the place of 
his coufinement, Not doubting this notice‘came 
from the Baronet, or was fent by Ais order, thovgh 
too proud or too deeply humiliated: to openly foli- 
cit the affiftance he fo much ftood in need of, he 
went to feek him, refolved to be governed by 
circumftances when he fhould arrive at the 
{punging-honfe, where he found the frivolous, 
couple fitting at a table covered with tea, coffee, 
chocolate, hot rolls, hard eggs, and all forts of 
marmalades—two fervants in waitingan ex- 
cellent fire, in a handfome firft floor, fo" nicely 

Vou. I, L furnifheds 
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furniflied, that the generous merchant a@ually 
ftartcd, and thought fomcebody muft have been 
playing effa fiolick upon his credulity for how 
could a houfe of profufion be one of reffraint ? He 
had tuneto afk himfelf no other queftions, be- 
‘fore Sir Frederick, with a fttare of furprife, 
which fhowed he had no hand,in his coming 
thither, thanked him for bis unexpe@ed vifit, and 
intreated he would partake of their refreth- 
ment, 


Lady Ifleworth faid fhe was gladto fee him ; 

“but you citizens,” fhe added, ‘** are fuch 

early people, that 1 fuppofe you are always pre- 
pared to find one derangée, and therefore will 
difpenfe, with apologies ?”’— T did, indeed, 
Madam,” replied the merchant, availing him- 
felf of the proffered feat, .** 1 did expe@ to find 
a much greater derangement in your family 
econuny than the fcene before me realizes.— 

was informed—”———“' O yes, I dare fay,”:"» 
cried fhe, fuddenly interrupting him, ‘ you 

have heardit.. Men of condition cannot ch ange 
their habitation but it rans all over the town like 
wild-fire.”’——** Perhaps, then,” faid Mr. Cur- 
ry, tuning to the Baronet, “* you are here by 
choice, not by compulfion.” **D—m thy fa- 
tire,” grumbled the Baronet. ‘¢ T with,” 
obferved hei ladyfhip, ‘* though I know'you meaxz 
extremely well—{ with you would fpare your 
#l-timed ‘raillery—Sir Frederick Aafes the fub- 


je 
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j:&-and you fee how his poor nerves are ir- 
ritated.—Have you any little whimfical anece 
dotesto give us from your corner of the globe 
of elopements, robberies, or murders, to di- 
vert his melancholy ?” 


Hurt at her tmpenetrable folly, though the 
laft man onearth who would have aggravated, 
by the flighteft touch, the tortures of a wound- 
ed confcience, he could not help replying, 
**that in his vicinity elopememts feldom hap- 
pened, becaufe fathers taught induftry to their 
fons, and mothers trainedtheir daughters to vir- 
tue—Robberies were more frequent, and the 
moit atrocious committed by parents, who beg- 
gared their own children—but murders he 
knew of none, nor fhould think a&s of cru- 
elty a proper remedy for the cure of melans 
choly.”’—————** Curry’? cried Sir Frederick, fud- 
denly ftarting from a ftupid reverie, and catchin 
hold of his hand—*‘‘ Curry, doft th ow com 
hither to infult or to ferve me ?——** I inful 
no man—TI would ferve a// mankind—but. one 
motive for my intrufion was, to relieve what £ 
naturally concluded would be your and Lady 
Ifleworth’s anxicty for your abfent family, and 
to aflure you of their welfare. 


“Pith!” exclaimed the Baronet refuming 
his vacant chair, and no lefs vacant rumina 
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«¢ True,” faid her Ladyfhip; ** 1 have fo ma- 
ny affairs to fettle that the girls efcaped my re- 
collection, poor things!—-You take care of 
them, i dare fay; but I hope your fifter will not 
fpoil their humours or their fhapes, by over in- 
dulgence or over feeding ; and pray tell her 
it is my requeft, that fhe will never let them 
run about in the air without being covered.” 


The merchant fnatched up his hat, wifhed 
her a very good morning ; and, filently bow- 
ing to Sir Frederick, who in vain firove to 
detain him, walked down ftairs, with fo much 
lefs refentment for her ladyfhip’s impertinence 
than, feelings of humanity for the fate of her 
children, that he determined for the fake of 
the innocent, if poflible, to fave the: guilty. 
With this noble principle for- his guide, 
he found the way to a dark iron-grated par- 
four, where he held along conference with the 
mafter of the houfe, from whom .he learned 
the original debt was eight thoufand, which, 
by’ detainers, had already amounted to the 
enormous fum of thirty thoufand > pounds.—— 
Mr. Curry next enquired of the governor, 
who happened to be very talkative, ‘* whether 
he knew what were the future intentions of his 
prifoner 2? are Nobody better,” faid- he, 
exultingly——‘* His Honour means to cheat his 
ereditors, and live like a gentleman, His Ho- 
nour, the ’Squire, was here ye fterday, and I 
could. not but hear their conve rfation, whilft 
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bufied inthe two pair of ftairs bed room to fe- 
cure the windows—My Lady and his Honour 
wanted the Squire tocut off fome entailment, 
but the "Squire was {tubborn : however, he faid 
he would lend them a// the damage-money, not 
lefs than twenty thoufand pounds, as foon as 
he could recover it from acértain Lord, whofe 
name | forget.’—--— The daily papers had teem- 
ed with the difgrace of Lady Ann Ifleworth and 
Lord Clarence, to the great amufcment of their 
numerous acquaintance; fo that Mr. Curry, 
having no curiofity to gratify as to mamer, did 
not interrupt, the harangue, which was thus 
continued ——** Al’ the ’Squire’s fair promifes 
did not content. his Honour; and her Lady- 
fhip, who tried to make peace, between father. 
and fon, faid, * that her daughter would foon 
bea Duchefs; meantime, by removing to a 
handfome houfe within the verge, they might 
keep up their ufual eftablifhment, fpend their 
income, and defy their creditors.” 


Mr Curry having confulted his fifter on what 
he had feen and heard at the houfe of confine- 
ment, it was thought expedient to conceal the 
whole matter from Cia iffa, till he fhould have 
fallen on fome plan to make her parents ex- 
change their duran e and dreams of fplendor 
for freedom, and the mere neceffaries of exif 
tence— | thall fee them again to-morow,” faid 
the merchant, as he walked into the garden, 
“but my firft call muft be upon Bateman.” 


L 3 CHAP. 
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C HAA. Pe oe 
THE LAST, AND THE LONGEST. 


Boeeven o’clock in the forenoon was the 
hour when Mr. Curry knocked at the door of his 

rother guardian’s houfe ; a fmart-looking valet 
anfwered the fummons, who, on being interro- 
gated if Mr. Bateman was at home, fhook his 
head, and replied, mournfully, * that the old 
gentleman was not to be buried till midnight, and 
‘* By your 
mafter, friend,” faid the merchant, extremely 
furprifed, ‘* 1 prefume you mean Mr. Percival 
Bateman, and thatthe defun@ is Mr. Bateman, 
fenior ?”’ ** ‘The fame, Sir.” “€ Tt is 
ftrange I did not hear of his death—pray, was it 
fudden ?’———** Very fudden, Sir.~ Five days 
ago, the poor gentleman was feized with an apo- 
*¢ What, no 
figns of danger to precede his diffolution ??7——— 
«© Noue— Sirhe wanted my matter to marry one 
lady: when his head was running upon another— 
fo, what does he do, but take out of his fltrong 
box allthe jewels, as he thought, belonging to 
my mafter’s late mother, to be new fet, againft 
the wedding—-Unknown_ toany body, Wrong- 
man 


his maiter faw no company.” 


plexy, and died on the fpot.” 
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min was fent for to take dire Gions, when, 
the wrong cafket being, by miftake, put into 
his hand, after examining the contents, ~he 
declared the ftones were all falfe—when the own- 
er of them began to fpin. round,and round like a 
top, then fellto the ground, and never got up 
again with breath in his mouth, though my maf- 
ter, that moment coming into the honfe, fent 
away for phyfictans enough to cure an hundred 
men who hadlife in them, but not {kill enough 
to fet one dead men on his legs.’ 


Shocked at the fudden fate ofa long pra@tifed 
extortioner, whofe accounts, the better they 
ftood inthis world, fo.much the worfe in the 
world of retribution, Mr. Curry turned from 
that door which, for the firft time in his 
life, he had ever propofed to have entered, 
leaving a verbal meffage with the fervant for 
hismatter, tofay, when his friends were admit- 
ted, he fhould requeft an audience, on bufinefs 
ofimportance-——He next dire&ted his fteps to 
the caftle of reftraint, not to open his intentions 
before he had confulted with the reprefentative of 
hislate partner in truft for Lady Ifleworth, but 
to enquire of the governor whether any morede- 
tainers had been lodged again’? his prifoner. The 
perfon he wanted was gone out; he neither af- 
cended the ilairs or fent up a meflage; a few 
days would determine what was to be done for 
Sir Frederick’s enlargement; méantitpe he 
contented himfelf “with quietly returning ‘to 
his counting-houfe, where, taking ~ up 
new f- 
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a newfpaper, the word Due/, in capitals, 
attracted - his notice, andthe name. of Cla- 
rence made him eagerly glance over the follow- 
ing paragraph.———“* Yefferday, at feven o'clock in 
the morning, his Grace the Duke of Bilberrry and 
Lord Clarence met behind Montagu Houfe, to 
determine a point of honour, in which the latter 
was wounded, but it is hoped not mortaily—The un- 
happy caufe of this rencounter remains a myftery to 
Our 


princely merchant, having neither curiofity or 


all except the noble parties engaged.” 


clue to develope this myftery, turned to the hit 
of deaths, where he faw the deceafe of his col- 
Ieague folemnly announced, his parfimony ex- 
pofed, and his wealth blazoned. But that which 
is myfterious to others fhould be no myftery, to 
au author: and on the prefent occafion it be- 
hoves us to declare what had takentwo lounging 
Peers out of their warm beds at feven o’clock in 
the morning to fire at each other behind Monta- 


gu Houfe. 


Lady Ann, having cut with her hufband, 
continued the gueft of Madame Flevetta, her fa- 
ther not chufing to receive her, till after her fe- 
cond marriage, under his own roof, notwith- 
ftancing he pleafantly paffed all his evenings with 
the amiable ério, his daughter, her lever, and his 
own chere amie. Her ladyfhip had nowno terms 
to keep with the Ifleworth family, and nothing 
delighted her fo much as fettingthem up for a 
Maik 
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mark to receive the arrows ofher wit: among 


other whimfical anecdotes, that of the deception 
played off on their abfurditics, by making them 
believe the Duke of Bilberry was dying for Miis 
Ifleworth, with the patent of Sir Frederick an- 
nexed, was fo often repeated as at laft to reach 
the ear of his Grace, who,. piqued to have his 
great name fo grofsly fported with, defired an 
explanation of Lord Clarence —His Lordthip 
did not deny the charge; but treated it with fo 
much levity, that a more ferious meeting 
was demanded, and the duel followed.—The 
Duke, after returning victorious from the field 
of glory, addreffed thefe few lines to Sir Fre~ 
derick.———** Sir, 1 have done myfelf juftice 
‘©on the man. who has infu/ted me. and 
“* impofed on you.—I fill remain on the 
“‘ Continent till it, is known whether the 
<¢ wounds of Lord Clarence are mortal; but, 
‘¢ before I leave the kingdom, muft have the 
“© honour of exculpating myfelf from. entertaia 
“¢ defigns'on any part of your family —Matri- 
<¢ mony is not at all after my plamy.or the very 
é¢ amiable chara€ter of your daughter, »might 
‘¢ have made me ambitious of your. alliance. 
‘¢ | have the honour to be, &c. &c.”———And 
what effe@, afks our impatient.reader, did_the 
receipt of this letter produce ?-—Great effects, 
but very little change, replies the author. Sir 
Frederick, who always aged /ke a,madman, 
giving 
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giving wav to the rage of difappointment, be- 
came mad in REALITY, Lady Ifleworth, on 
the failure of her filly expectations, made but 
one ftep from folly to ab/alute ideotifm 5 by which 
progrefive alterations neither themfelves or the 
community were much injured. In this (tate 
of non-refiftance, Mr. Curry found no dit- 
ficulties in condu€ting their affairs for them bet- 
ter than, if in full poffeffion of their fenfes, 
they could have done for themfelves :—+he com- 
promifed with their creditorstook them eat 
of confinement—-placed them in-a retired fitu- 
ation, where he could fee, and their children 
attend them daily—-he put them under the care 
of the faculty—-placed confidential domettics 
about them, and kept them a decent poft-chaife 
for the advantage of exervife. In all thefe are 
ranzements he was affilted by Percival Bateman, 
who not only adminiflered tothe comfort of the 
parents, and the intereft of the family, but pofe 
fefled the exclufive power of banifhing from the 
beautiful cheek of his beloved Clariffa that can- 
kering melancholy which had almoft devoured 
the bloom of hea'th, and the ftamina of a natu- 
rally good conftitution. Percival, the faith- 
ful Percival, had never ceafed to adore the dear 
obje& of his. early affe@tions; and, when “he 
thought honour forced him from the worfhip of 


his idol, he would not transfer them to another .— 
Prefled to accept the hand of his fair coufin, 
both 
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both by her father and his own, he appealed 

to her compaffion; fhe became his confidant ; 

and between them, without the appearance of 
difobedience, they protraéted that union, which 

would not have afforded mutual gratification, even 
if one of the parties had been affenting.——Per- 

cival was no ftranger to what fe named the pecu= 
hiarities, but what others defervedly called the 
vices Of his father—He knew that the proftitu- 

tion of truth was not numbered amongtt his 
failings ; therefore, when letters from old Bate- 
man, fupported by other correfpondents, in- 
formed him that Mifs [Meworth was contracted 
to Lord Clarence, he moft implicitly credited 
the repurt. The fuit commenced by Arthur 
againft his lordfhip, opened the eyes of this ten- 
der lover, and cleared up his underftanding : he 
cagerly fought that interview which had been 

folicited by Mr, Curry, before whom the hif- 
tory of’ his heart was unfolded, and by whom 
he was afterwards prefented to Clariffi—from 
Clarifla herfelf received abfolution for his. 
feeming inconftancy, and in a few weeks be- 
come a happy member of the Ifleworth fami- 
ly,—-Arthur, reheved from the galling chain of 
a lowe-match by a legal verdi@, which alfo gaye 
him, asa douceur, large damates, contra@ted fo 
great an intimacy with his brother-in-law as 
foon grew into. affe&tion: under the aufpicies 
of this new friend he was well receiyed in the 
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moft diftinguifhed circles, to which, by time 
and example, he became no little ornament. 
Lord Clarence recovered from his wound, 
and, tired of his amour, pleaded confcience 
for his monitor, retired to his country-feat, and 
left Lady Ann to her own difcretion: and the 
philandering affiduities of a young man. in the 


guards, who, wanting patronage, looked up to 
the favour of Lord Benvour as the fure path to 
promotion, being of opinion that a broken fe- 
male reputation, unlike the broken rungs of a 
ladder, is the very fafeft way by which a foldier 
of fortune can climb to the ultimatum of his pro- 
fefon———Mr. Curry took on himfelf to make 
ample provifion for the bold heroes who carried 
off Arabella and Matilda.———Stella and Diana, 
in a very few years, were beftowed on two 
refpeGable country gentlemen; and not one 
defcendant of the Houfe of Ifleworth ever again 
experienced 'the complicated evils attendant on 
Pafbionable Involvement. 
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